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FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK
We have enjoyed another incredibly
busy week at Saint Nicholas and I
suspect the pace of school will
continue to build into the Christmas
period. There are so many events and
activities which take place at this
time of year and it is always a real
pleasure to see pupils enjoying
themselves with new and exciting
opportunities.
On Monday, we gathered as a whole
school to mark two minutes’ silence
in our Remembrance Service. The
staff and pupils came together to
remember and honour the fallen
soldiers in The Great War, World
War II and other conflicts.
Last weekend, it was my pleasure to attend the Independent Schools Association national art competition
in Leeds. The qualification for entry is success within the earlier regional rounds and the range and quality
of work was exceptional. I was delighted to see so many entries from Saint Nicholas pupils, all of whom
should be very proud of their efforts. Congratulations in particular to the following whose work was
placed either first, or highly commended.
Lyla, Year 8 – Winner of Key Stage 3 Digital Photography
Erin, Year 10 - Highly Commended for Key Stage 3 3D Art – The Dragon Fruit

On the sporting front, I understand from the PE staff that recent performances have been very impressive.
Congratulations to all members of the Saint Nicholas swimming team who last week, won the ISA regional
gala. We look forward to hearing of their progress at the nationals on Saturday 30th November. On
Thursday, Saint Nicholas School hosted the ISA regional U10 football tournament. After a highly
competitive day of matches, Saint Nicholas boys won the tournament. Congratulations to all the boys who
took part, and to Mr Tucker who brought the regional tournament to our school.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank The Friends, the site staff at Saint Nicholas and Year 10 pupils
for organising what was a superb Fireworks Night. I know that pupils and parents thoroughly enjoyed the
spectacle and it was a pleasure to see so many families sharing the evening with us.
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ISA NATIONAL ART COMPETITION
Last week saw the final of the ISA National Art Competition held in Leeds. This year’s competition was
of an exceptionally high standard and we are delighted to announce that Lyla in Year 8 was victorious
in the digital art category and Erin, Year 10 was Highly Commended in her section for her clay Dragon
Fruit piece. Congratulations to both girls. Their winning pieces are pictured below.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
On Monday morning, the Saint Nicholas School
community came together to take part in the
traditional two minute silence remembering
members of the armed forces who have died in
the line of duty. The Head Boy and Head Girl
each read a poem before the 'Last Post' was
sounded to mark the occasion. The staff choir
then brought the gathering to a close with their
beautiful singing.
Later that day, Reception children discussed the
importance of Remembrance Day in their
assembly before taking their poppies down to
the church and placing them ready for Sunday's
Remembrance service.
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
This week, Saint Nicholas has been supporting national
Anti-Bullying Week. On Monday, lower school pupils took
part in ‘Odd Sock Day’ to celebrate how special and unique
everyone is, and in assembly, the focus was on this year’s
theme, ’Change Starts With Us’ as the children were
encouraged to think of ways of how they might make a
difference by including everyone in class and play time
activities.

The infants have been demonstrating how to be a good friend at lunch
time and Reception children discussed what makes a good friend, by
sorting images into friendly and unfriendly categories in their PSHE lesson.

Meanwhile, in Year 4’s PSHE lesson, pupils
(working either in pairs or independently)
designed a poster or PowerPoint presentation
about anti-bullying. Once completed, they
took it in turns to show the rest of the class
what they had produced.
After the presentations, they all decided that
they are confident in knowing what to do if a
bullying situation arose, but they agreed that it
wasn’t always easy to do something about it.
As a class, they promised to try much harder
to do the right thing in future situations.
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WORLD KINDNESS DAY
Wednesday was World Kindness Day and linking it back to Anti-Bullying Week, the Reception children
talked about the importance of kindness, being generous and considerate of others. The children
shared ideas of what they think kindness is and then made friendship bracelets for each other.

Year 1 and Year 2
pupils celebrated
World Kindness Day
by sharing notes of
kindness.

MATHLETICS

Congratulations to Hope in Form 3LC for
achieving her gold Mathletics certificate
this week.

YEAR 4 SCIENCE
In science this week, Year 4 enjoyed investigating
whether different circuits were complete or incomplete.
To test this, they were given different pictures of
circuits, which they copied and built. They then
predicted if
the bulb
would light
up or not. A
fun and
fabulous
lesson was
had by all.
Well done
Year 4.
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COLCHESTER CASTLE
Year 2 pupils enjoyed a great day at Colchester Castle last Thursday. They learned all about castle life in
Medieval Times, including what people ate, how they made medicines and what they used to write on.
The children even got to dress up which helped get everyone into the spirit of the day.
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RAINBOW DAY
In celebration of national rainbow day on Monday,
Little Saints decided to go outside and turn the
pavement into a rainbow. They pulled on their
wellies and waterproofs, took some powder paints
with different sized brushes and chatted about what
makes a rainbow. The children worked out that they
had the sunshine but not the rain. To solve this, they
poured water on the powder paint and set to work,
mixing the colours together. It was a lot of fun and
the pavement looked beautiful.
In group time, the children made
a sweet rainbow. They each
picked four sweets to place
around the edge of a plate,
added some warm water and
waited for the magic to begin.
Pupils all sat very patiently,
waiting for the colours to dissolve
off the sweets and make a
beautiful rainbow. They enjoyed
mixing the colours together at the
end to make a red/brown colour.

SAVE THE DATES


18th November - Lower school reports issued



19th November - Parents evening for Year 6 and NEW Year 7 parents



20th November - Year 5 trip to Duxford (9am - 3.30pm)



20th November - Maths In Action for Year 10 and 11 set 1 maths
pupils (9.30am - 5.30pm)



21st November - Year 6 flu immunisations



21st November - Year 9 and 10 GCSE drama pupils to see Blood Brothers (The Orchard Theatre,
Dartford, 12.30pm - 7pm)



21st November - Charity film night (raising funds for the Christmas party for the elderly)



21st November - 6th December - Year 11 mock examinations



28th November - Keeping Children Safe Online workshops for pupils (9am - 3.30pm)



28th November - Keeping Children Safe Online session for parents (4.30pm - 6.30pm)



29th November - Scholarship awards offered



29th November - Year 6, 7 and 8 interim reports issued



30th November - National ISA swimming finals at London Aquatics Centre
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SPORTS REPORT
FOOTBALL
Report by George P, Year 4
Last week, Year 4 boys competed in a Harlow schools football tournament. Our first game was against
The Downs, which we won with some super crosses into the box from Rhys and some great goals from
Jack, Harry and me. The next game was
against Henry Moore, with a strong
performance from Harry in midfield, who
was a rock, a great goal from Jack and
some brilliant saves by Oliver J. This time
it was a draw. We took on Freshwaters
in our third game, this time with some
great passes from the back by George M,
a solid performance by Ben on the wing
and some great goals with Jack scoring a
hat trick! It was a strong win, 7-0. In our
last game, we played Cooks Spinney and
remained unbeaten throughout the
whole tournament which was a superb
team performance! Looking forward to
the next one. Come on Saint Nicholas!

NETBALL
Report by Ellie, Year 11
On Wednesday, the Year 11
netball girls played their
penultimate match, against
Stewards Academy.
Despite the cold weather, we
still managed a strong start,
working well together and after
continuously playing to our full
potential, were able to defeat
our opponents, 25-4. I was also
very grateful to be awarded
player of the match.
Well done girls!
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NETBALL
Report by Frankie, Year 4
On Monday afternoon we were
victorious against Gosfield School,
winning 3-1.
The goals were scored by Frankie who
scored two and Grace who scored the
third.
The whole team played extremely
well. We had even more chances to
score and it was a brilliant team
performance. We were thrilled to
have won the game.
The team was Casta, Holly, Grace,
Amelia, Frankie, Amelie, Francesca,
Kayla and Ella.
Well done girls.

FOOTBALL
Report by Georgina, Year 5
On Friday 8th November, members
of Year 5 and 6 participated in a girls
football festival at Passmores. We
played three matches in the first
round and we drew all of them so
we had to toss a coin to see who
made it into the final!
Unfortunately, we lost but still
carried on. We played another three
matches in which we won one
match and drew two.

Well done to everyone who took
part. Thank you to all our supporters
who came to watch and thank you
also to Miss Dutton and our coach,
Shakira who took us to the festival.
We were unbeaten all day.
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NETBALL
Report by Ella, Year 11
On Thursday, our Year 10 and 11 netball team competed against
Normanhurst School. In the first half, we played exceptionally well and at
half time we set ourselves a challenge to score a minimum of twenty goals.
Thanks to a positive attitude throughout the game, we exceeded these
expectations and won, with a final score of 22-5. With great team work and
communication from everybody, we managed to get the ball down to Ella,
Amelia and Annice very quickly. I feel lucky to have received player of the
match.

RUGBY
Report by Louis, Year 8
Last Thursday, the Year 8 boys went to
Harlow Rugby Club for our last
tournament of the season. Firstly, we
played Passmores. It was a very tight
match but a run down the wing won
Saint Nicholas the game.
Unfortunately we didn’t play as well
as we could have done in our second
game and we lost 3-1. In our
penultimate game we played against
Stewards. We played a very good
game but we were not able to get the
winning try and we drew 0-0. In our
last game, we played Burnt Mill and
played strongly. Firstly we scored a
well-worked try by Louis but they
came back with a run through our
defence from a penalty to equalise. However, we remained determined to win our last game and
scored again thanks to a great try from Conrad after he made a very good catch from kick off.
Unfortunately Burnt Mill went on to score another try to make it 2-2 with only a few minutes left of
the game. However, after a quick tap and go by Rhys, he ran through their defence and scored a great
try. In the last few minutes the Saint Nicholas defence was very strong and we were able to finish the
tournament with a great 3-2 win.
Well done boys!
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RUGBY
Report by Zachary, Year 7
On Thursday 7th November, the Year 7 rugby A team took part in the final Harlow schools tournament
- going in undefeated, having drawn only once previously to Mark Hall. We started strongly against St
Marks A, with some great tackles from Jack P and Oliver and tries from Jamie and Jake. With a 10-0 win
we progressed to the next game undefeated. We next played Stewards, who were putting up a good
fight until Jake put us in the lead by finding the corner. Oliver then scored another, taking us to 10-0
up. Stewards then got frustrated and gave us a penalty, which Thomas seized the opportunity to take
quickly and before they knew what had happened, he scored the try that helped us to win the match.
This result meant that we won the whole tournament! Thank you to Mr Tucker and Mr Brown for
letting us have these opportunities.
Report by Atul, Year 7
On Thursday 7th November, Saint Nicholas Year 7 B team participated in the Harlow schools rugby
competition. We first came up against Burnt Mill, unfortunately losing 20-0. However, that didn't stop
us and we tried even harder in the next match. It was a tough match but the opposition found the
break through and won 10-0. In our last game, we fought hard, throwing everything we had at them.
But it wasn't our day and we lost 5-0. Unlucky boys, we will keep our heads up and work hard to
win the next competition.
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SAINT NICHOLAS FOOTBALL COACH CALLED UP FOR NATIONAL DUTY
Saint Nicholas girls football coach, Shakira, was recently called up to compete for Barbados in the first
round of qualifiers for the Olympic Games 2020. The tournament took place at the end of September
and the first round consisted of three groups which included selected nations of the Caribbean region.
Barbados featured in group B alongside Jamaica, Cuba, US Virgin Islands and St Lucia. Jamaica hosted
fixtures which were played at the Jamaican national stadium in the capital, Kingston. Shak attended a
training camp with her team in Barbados before flying out to Jamaica for the tournament which began
on 30th September. The week long tournament saw her team play four games in five days, playing
every other day, and her team eventually won two and lost two.
Shak commented on her experience by saying; “Although we didn’t secure enough points to qualify
this time round, we can hold our heads high knowing we gave our best. We had to play 90+ mins every
other day against good sides and despite the mental and physical demands of this, we played with
heart and never gave up. It was another valuable experience for me and it is always honour to
represent Barbados.”
Well done Shak, everyone at Saint Nicholas is proud of you. What a fantastic role model you are!
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