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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016           Friday 18th October, 2019 

 

FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK 

 

Throughout this week, every pupil at school took part in 
our inaugural House Music Competition. The House choirs 
were in full voice, along with the staff who couldn’t help 
but join in. The atmosphere was wonderful and it is lovely 
to see the continued growth of music in the school. I 
would like to thank Mrs Bowerman and the House 
Captains for organising a fantastic event, and I look 
forward to seeing this initiative grow in the years to come. 
 

Our annual Halloween Disco for lower school pupils took 
place on Wednesday evening. Once again, the Friends 
organised a wonderful party atmosphere and I would like 
to thank them and the lower school staff for supporting 
the event. Next half term, on Friday 8th November, the 
Friends are organising Fireworks Night and I hope to see as 
many parents and children as possible enjoying the 
evening. Please note, there will be no bonfire this year due 
to the development of the tennis courts and Rugby 
training area.  Fingers crossed for a dry and clear evening! 
 

We have had a phenomenal couple of weeks within the 
sports department. Our cross country team competed at 
the annual event at Burnt Mill School where the top ten 
finishers qualify for the West Essex finals. Well done to 
Larna in Year 9, Rose in Year 8, Zak in Year 8 and Rhian in 
Year 7 who all made it through. 
 

There was also a win for both the U12 and U13 girls netball teams against Passmores earlier in the week, 
and the Year 6 and Year 7 rugby teams were both unbeaten at the Harlow schools rugby tournament. Well 
done all! 
 

We had a great day of competition at the ISA East Anglia swimming competition in Ipswich. The Year 6 
boys finished in first place and a combined team score placed us third overall out of 16 schools. A great 
result! 
 
 

This half term has once again been very busy and I know that the pupils are looking forward to their 
break. To this end, may I wish you all a super holiday. I look forward to welcoming the pupils back at 
school on Monday 4th November. 
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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE ONLINE 

 
 

Do your children play online games such as RoBlox or Fortnite? Do they 
ever talk about apps such as TikTok, Twitch or Snap Chat? Whilst these 
games and apps can be a lot of fun for children, it's important we all 
learn how to keep them safe when playing them, and there are more 
pitfalls and dangers than most people are aware of.  
 

The '2 Johns' (two qualified police trainers, as seen on BBC 
Breakfast, Channel 4, BBC Radio 4 and numerous other local 
radio stations) will be visiting Saint Nicholas on Thursday 
28th November (4.30pm - 6.30pm)  for this year's session 
around keeping our children safe online and how to avoid 
being a 'cliff top parent'.  At the end of the evening, 
attendees will have a totally different understanding of the term 
'Stranger Danger'. Unfortunately, far too many parents are 
preparing their children for life as it was in 1990 and not life as it 
is today.  
 

You may remember that the ‘2 Johns’ visited last year and those that attended the session found it 
absolutely invaluable. However, in the fast moving online environment, last year's session is now out 
of date, so we would encourage as many people as possible to attend, irrespective of whether you 
came last year.   
 

We cannot stress enough the importance of this session and believe it is relevant to all parents (and 
grandparents if they are also involved in regular childcare arrangements). In order to help with child 
care for the duration of this session, we are offering an after school prep session, a meal of sausages 
and chips, and a movie screening in Mountbatten Hall, free of charge for all pupils whose parents are 
attending the '2 Johns' talk. The talk is not suitable for children.  
 

Here are a couple of quotes from previous attendees; 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

In order for us to staff the evening accordingly and to determine how much food we need to 
supply, please complete the sign up form which has is being emailed to all parents, indicating whether 
you will require our free of charge meal and childcare arrangement. Parents who sign up their child 
and are then unable to attend the '2 Johns' meeting, will be charged for the meal and after-school 
care.  

"After hearing the 2 Johns speak, I feel far more able to talk to my kids about the scary 
what-ifs in a safe way. I think they trust me to help now and are less likely to hide 
things if something does go wrong." 

"These guys came into our school and totally opened my eyes to a world I thought I 
was fully in touch with....how wrong I was!" 



3 

 
 

ISA ART COMPETITION RESULTS  
Congratulations to the following pupils for winning their categories at the ISA Eastern Region Art 
Competition last weekend:  
 

 Erin, Year 10  - Clay Dragon Fruit (Art 3D - Individual, Key Stage 3) 
 Erin, Year 10 - Silk Dragon Fruit (Textiles - Individual, Key Stage 3) 
 Oliver, Year 2 - Travelling on the Tube (Photography - EYFS/Key Stage 1/

Key Stage 2) 
 Abigail, last year’s Year 11 - Parrot (Art 3D - Individual, Key Stage 4) 
 Max, Year 3 - Crab (Drawing - EYFS/Key Stage 1) 
 Kaila, Bella, Lucie, Octavia, Matilda, Rosie, Ralph, Georgia, Logan, Dylan 

and Grace from Year 1 - The Changing Seasons (Textiles - Group, EYFS/
Key Stage 1) 

 

All of these individuals now progress to the national ISA art finals, taking place 
in Leeds on 7th and 8th November, which is a great achievement. We wish 
them all the best for this next stage. The winning artwork is pictured.  
 

Congratulations also to the following pupils who were awarded either a second 
place or a highly commended: Ivy-Rose (Year 1), Isabella (Year 1), Jack (Year 3), 
Oscar (Year 3), James (Year 3), Nil-Su (Year 4), Xanthe (Year 7), Hanna (Year 9), 
and Zoe, Neha, Abigail and Beau (all from last year’s Year 11).   
 

The ISA have also introduced a new award for this year in Mr Bown’s name 
which is a lovely tribute.  
 

Competition report, by Jack, Year 3 (pictured) 
 

On Saturday, I went to the ISA Eastern Region 
Art Competition at CATS College in Cambridge 
where I saw some of my school friends. There 
were lots of great pieces of art from our 
school. I was very proud. There was also a lot 
of yummy cake. After we looked at all of the 
entries, we went to the prize giving. I got 
second place for my scrap book. My friend 
Oscar came third in his category and Max came first in his. There were lots 
of other winners from our school too. My favourite piece was done by a 
pupil at CATS College which has inspired me to make something similar. My 
favourite piece from our school was Zoe’s scrap book. I hope to get some art in next year’s show too.  
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WELL DONE MRS 
SHUBROOK  

While many of us 
were relaxing 
last weekend, 
Mrs Shubrook 
was battling 
through the 
muddy 
conditions, 
competing at the OCR World Championships. Well 
done Mrs Shubrook!  

 

 WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY 
Report by Alia, Year 11 
 

Last Thursday was World Mental Health Day in which people all over the world were encouraged to 
wear yellow to show their support. Therefore, on Friday 11th October, as a school, we decided to get 
involved and wear yellow too. Pupils throughout the school were given a yellow ribbon to wear at the 
start of the day and everyone wore them creatively. Lower school pupils were also given giraffe masks 
to colour in. They all put in a lot of effort and did a great job at making their masks pretty and 
colourful. 
 

A big thank you should be given to everyone who helped to make the day a success and a special 
thank you to Miss Crewe and Mrs Mulinder, who were very productive and helpful in making sure the 
day went smoothly. 
 

It was a great day and will hopefully turn into a yearly event.  

 

 MATHLETICS 
Congratulations to Myla in Year 2 and Logan in 
Year 1 who have achieved their gold Mathletics 
certificates this week.  
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 INFANT CODING CLUB 
Monday saw another fun coding club and to celebrate the last coding club of this half term, pupils 
explored algorithms using the codepillar,  Bee-Bots and BlueBots. It has been lovely to see the children  
make so much progress with coding and computer programming. They have even started to learn how 
to debug an algorithm! They are geniuses in the making!  

 

 RENAISSANCE READING UPDATE 
It has been a busy first term with Renaissance Reading, especially as there are so many children now 
taking part from Year 1 all the way to Year 6. 
 

It has been lovely seeing children achieve five 100% and I know their teachers have signed the 100% 
chart at the back of reading diaries once they have achieved this. 
 

Some children have also received certificates based on points accumulated, so well done to those 
children for reading lots of books this term! 
 

You can check your child's progress by logging onto ukhosted95.renlearn.co.uk/6712618/
homeconnect where, at the bottom, it will show what certification level they are working on. See the 
image below as a guidance. Please note, Home Connect is not for children to take quizzes on, but for 
parents to monitor what books children have read and the certification levels. 
 

So far this term, children have read an 
incredible five and a half million words, with a 
total of 902 books read! 
 

Keep reading over half term and continue to 
quiz on books as you finish them. If you 
require any additional support, all information 
is available on the school website. 
 

Thank you again for your support and have a wonderful half term! 
 

Miss Dutton 

https://ukhosted95.renlearn.co.uk/6712618/homeconnect/
https://ukhosted95.renlearn.co.uk/6712618/homeconnect/
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 YEAR 1 NEWS 
Year 1 children have been learning about healthy food in science 
and to tie in with this, they have been using their art lessons to 
design and make fruit kebabs. Some of the children then filmed 
each other as they explained how they were made before finally 
eating them, which for most, was the best bit! 

In a different science lesson, the children conducted an experiment to see why a person needs two 
eyes. Working nicely in pairs to carry out the different activities, the super scientists did a great job in 
asking lots of scientific questions. Well done Year 1! 
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This week, the Little Saints shared 
the lovely story book ‘That’s Not 
My Hedgehog’ and were invited to 
feel the different textures on each 
page - soft, smooth, fuzzy and 
prickly. Each child was then given 
their own hedgehog to decorate 
with twigs, leaves, buttons, and 
soft felt and the children discussed 
the different textures as they worked. 

 

DOUGH DISCO WORKSHOP 
On Thursday the Little Saints held a Dough Disco Workshop for pre-school parents at which family 
members were invited to take part with their child, exploring different activities to promote fine motor 
skills.    

 

I SPY….. 
In English this week, Year 2 pupils have been learning about instructions. They have had great fun, 
following instructions on how to make spy binoculars! Here’s how they turned out… 

THAT’S NOT MY HEDGEHOG! 
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Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next few weeks:  
 

 21st October - 1st November - Half term holiday  
 

 4th November - Berlin trip parent information evening (theatre, 
4.30pm - 5.15pm) 

 

 6th November - House music competition grand final (6pm - 7.30pm) 
 

 7th November - Year 2 trip to Colchester Castle (9am - 3pm) 
 

 7th November - Pre-school trip to see Dear Zoo (Hertford Theatre, 12.30pm - 3pm) 
 

 7th November - Year 9 - 11 How to Revise (theatre, 4.30pm - 6pm) 
 

 8th November - Year 1 Super Hero Day 
 

 8th November - School fireworks night (food served from 5pm and fireworks at 6pm) 
 

 12th November - Rotary Cook Off 
 

 14th November - Lower school Puzzle Day 
 

 14th November - Saint Nicholas hosting ISA U10 boys football tournament (10am - 3pm) 
 

 14th November - Year 10 parents evening  
 

 14th November - Year 9 interim reports issued 
 

 15th November - Scholarship assessment day  
 

 15th November - Children in Need Day, lower school 
 

 15th November - Reception to Year 5 flu immunisation  
 

 15th November - Pre-school Child in Need workshop (2pm – 3.15pm)  
 

 15th November - Year 10 Skills London (11.30am - 5pm) 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

EVERYBODY’S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE 
Report by Saskia, Year 11 
 

Last Wednesday, a group of Year 10 and 11 
GCSE pupils went to the Apollo Theatre in 
London to watch the fantastic production 
of ‘Everybody’s Talking About Jamie’. 
Myself and the GCSE pupils thought the 
production was outstanding and a great 
one to write about for the Live Theatre 
Review part of our exam. All elements of 
the show worked beautifully together and 
it also addressed current modern issues. 
The actors owned the stage they were on 
at every moment and the musical 
interludes and visuals were equally as stunning. The songs were hard to not sing along to! The show is a 
great way to promote the message about expressing yourself and not shying away from opportunities. 
Overall, the show is one not to miss.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

RUGBY  

Report by Kian, Year 8  
 

On open morning, the Year 8/9 
boys rugby team played against 
Saint Ignatius College. In a highly 
competitive match against 
physically bigger boys, we got off to 
a good start. Unfortunately, they 
broke through our defence with 
some strong running and scored 
the first try. Our team’s better 
organisation kept us in the game, 
and following some good passing 
and great determination, we 
scored the next two tries. Both 
teams had really good 
opportunities and chances to score 
more tries, and at half time the 
score was 4-4. Early in the second 
half, Saint Ignatius College again 
took the lead after some good 
running from their scrum half. We 
were also able to score a try after a good ruck. The ball was recycled and we drove the ball over the 
line. Unfortunately, due to an injury to one of our players, we lost momentum and they scored another 
two tries to win the match 7-5. I thought that we played really well due to our determination and our 
good organisation which is all down to the training that we receive from Mr Tucker and Mr Brown.  

NETBALL  
 

Report by Tiffany, Year 7 
 

On Wednesday 16th October, Phoebe, Desiree, 
Xanthe, Tallulah, Katherine, Anabelle, Lucy, Polly and I 
played a netball match against Passmores. The match 
went really well, with great passes and intercepting 
and we ended up winning the match with a score of  
2-12. 
 

Phoebe was awarded player of the match and really 
deserved it. Well done for a great game.  
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CROSS COUNTRY  
 
Report by Larna, Year 9 
 

On Thursday 17th October, a team of 
twenty-eight Saint Nicholas pupils from 
Year 7-11 competed in the West Essex 
schools cross country race at Burnt Mill 
School. Thankfully the rain had stopped 
and the sun was shining and everyone 
was in good spirits! Year 7-9 pupils ran 
one lap of a very hilly and muddy 2km 
course around Harlow Town Park.  
 

First to run were the Year 7 boys, 
followed by the Year 7 girls. Next were 
the Year 8 and 9 boys together and then 
the Year 8 and 9 girls. I was in the Year 8 
and 9 girls race and I was really happy to 
come second, which qualifies me for the 
Essex schools competition in January. 
The final two races of the day were the 
Year 10 and 11 boys and the Year 10 and 
11 girls and they had to run a gruelling 
two 2km laps of the course.  
 

It was a great morning for everyone, we 
all gave it our best effort and ran 
brilliantly. Well done to everyone who ran, especially to Rhian in Year 7, Rose in Year 8 And Zach in 
Year 9 as we have all qualified for the Essex schools cross country race.  Well done everyone!  

NETBALL 
 

Report by Olivia, Year 8 
 

On 16th October, Year 8 netball girls played a home 
game against Passmores. Lyla was a new player and 
she brought the team together making longer passes 
and more time with the ball around the D. By the end 
of the first quarter we were up 1-0, with some 
excellent movement in and out of the D from all our 
attacking players. The second quarter we were 
drawing 1-1. At the end of the game the final score 
was 9-2 to us. Olivia was awarded player of the 
match. Well done to everyone who took part and a 
big thank you to Miss Crewe for coaching and 
umpiring.  



11 

 SWIMMING 
 

What a great day of competition at the ISA East Anglia swimming competition in Ipswich earlier this 
week! The Year 6 boys finished in first place and a combined team score placed us third overall out of 
sixteen schools. A fantastic result, well done team Saint Nicholas! 
 

Full pupil report to follow after half term. 


