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FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK
I would like to thank all the pupils who gave up their Saturday morning to attend our Open Morning last
week. In many cases, pupils moved their Saturday plans to be part of a morning in which they celebrated
their school. I could not ask for more. Visiting pupils and parents were incredibly impressed with our
pupils on the day, highlighting the positive and caring atmosphere that is very much part of the reason
that places at Saint Nicholas are in such demand.
On Monday we visited St Mary’s Church to celebrate our Harvest Festival with the lower school. I am
always amazed at how well the pupils are prepared in just five school weeks. I would like to thank the
pupils and staff alike for a wonderful afternoon of thanks, music and the opportunity for the pupils to
share what they have learnt about the environment this term.
Today pupils and staff are accessorising in yellow to raise awareness
of good mental health and wellbeing. It is wonderful to see the
pupils adorned in a sea of yellow whilst taking the time to think
about how good habits can maintain a wider sense of wellbeing.
While this theme will continue to build throughout the academic
year and your child’s schooling, we hope the pupils will take these
strategies with them throughout their lives.

RECEPTION INFORMATION MEETING
Parents of children who are considering a Reception place for their
child, are invited to an information meeting on Monday 14th
October at 4.30pm.
The meeting will take place in the EYFS area and will include a short
presentation focussing on the provision in Reception at Saint
Nicholas School, followed by a tour of the Reception department.
If you would like to attend, please phone or email Julie Bradley on
admissions@saintnicholasschool.net. The meeting is open to
prospective as well as current parents so please do extend the
invitation to friends and family.
To assist with traffic flow and parking, it would be very helpful if attendees did not arrive until 4.20pm.
Many thanks in advance for your cooperation in this.
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ISA ART COMPETITION 2019
I am pleased to announce this year’s entries to the ISA Eastern Region Art Competition, which will take
place on Saturday 12th October at CATS Cambridge.
Entries for each school are limited to a very small number so all our entries deserve a big well done for
being chosen to represent our school in this competition. Winners from each category will go on to be
entered to the national finals. We have a total of twenty-five entries this year from the following
pupils, including several of last year’s Year 11 pupils. We wish them all the best of luck.
Ivy Rose (EYFS), James, Oscar, Isabella, Oliver and Max (KS1), Jahzara, Xanthe, Jack, Nil-Su and
Desmond (KS2), Tia, Erin and Hanna (KS3), Beau, Abigail, Neha and Zoe (KS4), group work by KS1 and
Year 4.
Mrs Mulinder
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FIREWORKS EVENING
Join us for our annual fireworks display on Friday
8th November. Entry is free for all Saint Nicholas
pupils, friends and families, and the prices of food
and refreshments on offer are shown to the right.

PRE-SCHOOL VISIT PARNDON WOOD
On Friday, pre-school children enjoyed a lovely outing to Parndon Wood. After an exciting journey in
the school mini buses, they had a great time climbing trees, conducting bug hunts using magnifying
glasses and exploring the great outdoors.
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SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE
The deadline to apply for scholarships is looming - Wednesday 16th October.
By way of a reminder, pupils currently in Years 2 and 6 are invited to apply for
a scholarship for when they enter Year 3 and Year 7 in September 2020. For current
Year 6 pupils there are five scholarship areas: Academic, Art & Design, Drama,
Music and Sport. Applicants will be expected to demonstrate a passion, talent and
dedication in their field and will have a good academic ability. Current Year 2 pupils
may apply for the Academic Scholarship.
Assessments will take place in November and all applicants will sit English, mathematics, verbal
reasoning and non-verbal reasoning tests.
Please contact Mrs Bradley for further information and an application form.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
The lower school pupils visited St Mary's Church on Monday 7th October for their annual Harvest
Festival celebrations. The theme this year was ‘Harvest Of The Sea’ which gave pupils the opportunity
to think about our oceans and the global problem of plastic waste in the sea. Each class made a
contribution ranging from video presentations, artwork, paintings, Bible stories and poetry. The guest
speaker, Michael Beresford, thoroughly enjoyed participating in the service and was very impressed
with the pupils. The church was full of musical celebration, from class songs to congregational hymns,
and the lower school choir singing 'What a Wonderful World'. It was a lovely afternoon filled with
celebration, reflection and praise.
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LONDON ART GALLERY TRIP
Report by Alfred, Year 10
Last Thursday the Year 10 art pupils visited some of the art galleries in London. Our first gallery, the
Lisson Gallery, was showcasing Ai Weiwei, a Chinese contemporary artist. His work was based around
themes such as tree stumps, Lego and floating backgrounds.
A few stops later, we went to the White Cube Contemporary Art Gallery, where they were showing the
legendary Damien Hurst’s recent butterfly pattern. After going past the place were the Beatles played
their last ever concert, we went to the Hauser and Wirth Gallery in Westminster, where they were
showcasing a young American artist called Mark Bradford, who used different street materials such as
signs and newspapers, and combined them with paint to create a dirty but smooth looking piece of art.
After lunch, we proceeded to the Grayson Perry exhibition at the Victoria Miro Gallery, which was my
favourite, as they were showcasing some of his pottery work and colourful paintings. They were also
showing some of his stereotype work, which is my personal favourite of his. We proceeded to the Pace
Gallery, where we were shown a city made of biscuits, and we were told that we could all eat the
biscuits. The artist was Song Dong, who didn’t focus solely on one type of art, preferring to do some
photography, sculpting and filming.
On our way to the next gallery, we went past the famous Banksy graffiti.
Our last stop was the Clare Woods exhibition at the Simon Lee Gallery,
where we actually got to meet her and ask her questions. Her paintings
were especially interesting as they were all painted with oil paint on an
aluminium canvas, which gave them a shiny, slippery look, and a wet-onwet appearance, like they had only just been finished.

We went to a number of other galleries that we all found extremely
interesting and overall, it was an amazing trip that gave us an insight
into different artists and how they interpret different things in life. We
all loved it.
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MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING
Report by Sophia and Olivia, Year 11
Last Thursday, we held our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning. It was a great
success and we raised £942.53. Congratulations to all the winners of the
cake competition, we hope you enjoy your chocolate. We would also like to
thank all those who bought a raffle ticket, everyone who bought and
donated delicious cakes, and our Year 11
Prefects who helped the day run smoothly. It
was a pleasure to organise the day and raise
money for a great cause. Finally, another huge
thank you to Mrs Johnson and Craig - we
couldn’t have done it without you.

MOONLIGHT FOREST
Report by Hanna, Year 9
This was a collaborative project between Mr Keenleyside
and me, as well as a few other pupils. It was based on a
digital drawing created by Mr Keenleyside and was drawn
onto the canvas using pastels. We then used acrylic paint to
do an initial layer of trees and used random shapes for the
shrubbery. With the help of other pupils, the floor and sky
were painted in dark colours. We then added different
colours on top for details and used black and white paint to
show light and shadow. We watered down white paints for
a light effect to be used on the rainbow trees. In addition, a
compass was used to add scratches to the trees, which
added texture. I came into the art classroom during break
time and lunchtime to work on the painting, as well as
working on it during various art lessons. The work began
last January and was finished in June when it was sprayed
with a glaze and given a border. I enjoyed working on the
painting alongside Mr Keenleyside. The painting will be hung in Mountbatten Hall.
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GOOD LUCK MRS SHUBROOK
This weekend, Mrs Shubrook will be representing the UK in the
OCR (Obstacle Course Racing) World Championships in Kelvedon
Hatch and we wish her the best of luck! We look forward to seeing the photos.

CONSTRUCTION CLUB
There was some fantastic building and great team work on show at construction club on Thursday.
Well done to all club pupils.
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LOWER SCHOOL ART PROJECT
As Artist In Residence at Saint Nicholas, I've had the pleasure of starting a new art project across all of
lower school, with a focus on the environment and the hot topic of plastics. Throughout this half term,
each pupil has produced as least one drawing of a recyclable plastic bottle/container. For inspiration, I
introduced the children to two distinct contemporary artists – Michael Craig-Martin and Katherine
Bernhardt, and we discussed how these artists approach painting objects and their use of colour,
which inspired pupils to create their own incredibly colourful works.
For the second part of the project, I will collate each year group’s work into a larger design that we will
collaboratively turn into a more permanent mosaic artwork.
Mr Keenleyside, Artist In Residence
Photos below are as follows: top left - artwork by Michael Craig-Martin; top middle - artwork by
Katherine Bernhardt; top right - the initial design for the Year 3 mosaic; middle two images - lower
school pupils sketching their ideas; bottom image - Year 5 pupils hard at work.
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YOUNG VOICES
Year 5 pupils have been rehearsing their songs for the Young Voices Club, in preparation for performing
at the O2 in January, as one of the largest school choirs . Members of the Young Voices Club are now
able to access the lyrics and songs on the school’s website. This will enable children to practise by
singing along at home or even on the way to school. The link can be reached here - https://
www.saintnicholasschool.net/school-life/the-school-day/music/
Happy singing!

YEAR 4 SCIENCE
Form 4HM pupils thoroughly enjoyed exploring their local habitat in science earlier this week. They
looked at the dangers posed and what could be done to make positive changes. Back in the classroom,
the children designed a new, improved area and they enjoyed explaining to the rest of the class the
reasons for their suggested changes and their ideas. A fabulous lesson, well done children.
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YEAR 2 ART
Continuing with their LS Lowry art work, the Year 2 children have been learning to draw matchstick
people with charcoal and chalks.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


14th October - Lower school music competition



14th October - Reception 2020 information meeting (4.30pm)



15th October - Year 10 Work Experience presentation (4.30pm 5.30pm, theatre)



16th October - Pre-school Dough Disco workshop (2pm - 3.15pm)



16th October - Halloween Disco (4.30pm - 6.30pm)



16th October - Scholarship application deadline



16th October - Middle and upper school music competition



17th and 18th October - Middle and upper school music competition



17th October - Year 11 parents evening



18th October - Individual school photographs



18th October - Year 10 interim reports issued



21st October - 1st November - Half term holiday
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SPORTS REPORT
FOOTBALL
Report by Harry, Year 4
On a wet Tuesday afternoon, George M, Jack, Rhys, Ben, Newlin, Oliver J and I played an away match at
St Joseph’s In the Park.
It was a strong start from Saint Nicholas and after some good passing from Rhys and Jack and excellent
tackling from George M and Newlin, I scored our first goal. Saint Nicks continued to play well and by
half time, we were 3–0 up.
After a team talk from Mr Tucker, the second
half started well with some fantastic skills from
Ben and superb saves from our goal keeper,
Oliver J. Saint Nicholas managed to score
another four goals to win the game 7-1.
This was my first football match for Saint Nicks
and I cannot wait for the next one.
The goals scored were as follows:
Rhys – 2
Jack – 2
Harry – 3

NETBALL
Report by Mrs Oakley
Our U9 team played their first netball
match this week against St Joseph's In the
Park. The girls were extremely excited and
a bit nervous but they were ready to put all
their skills into action. Mrs Sturrock-Jackson
had focussed their training on movement
patterns down the court and the girls were
quick to apply this to the game. They
communicated well, giving loud calls for the
ball and helping each other to find their
player. The downpour of rain didn't stop them persisting to attack and
our shooters (Kayla and Frankie) were unlucky not to convert the chances
but did well to hit the ring several times. The defence was solid, with
Francesca, Emilia and Holly (our player of the match) intercepting the
majority of passes. With Casta, Ella and Grace covering the centre third,
they marked their players well and demonstrated good dodging to
transfer the ball to the attack. It was a great first match, finishing with a
0-0 score line.
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