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FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK
It is my pleasure to welcome both you and your children
back from the summer break. I do hope that the holidays
have recharged the batteries and that pupils are ready to
begin, what will be, a busy and exciting term.
I would like to start by congratulating the class of 2019 for
the excellent results that they have achieved in their GCSE
examinations. We were all very proud of the pupils’ efforts
and wish them every success for the future. Whilst every
pupil’s achievement was unique, the key indicators were
also highly commendable. 93 % of all results were graded
9-4 with 97% of all pupils achieving at least 5 GCSEs at
grade 9-4. Whilst Saint Nicholas is broadly non-selective,
our results are significantly higher than national figures,
placing us in the highest category of well above average for
Value Added. This is a testament to the hard work of pupils
and staff alike. Well done all!
Returning to school after the summer break often presents
challenges in the first few days as the school run begins and
new routines are embedded. In this regard, I have written to you separately. I do understand that drop
off and pick up can be a frustration, and I would like to thank parents for their continuing understanding
and patience. Clearly these are peak times for parking and traffic flow but as of next week I suspect that
conditions will improve significantly as extra-curricular clubs start and end of school routines return to
normal. I would also like to encourage parents to vacate the car park as soon as they have collected their
child in order to free up space for parents who are waiting to enter the premises.
As we start the new school year, it is an ideal time to shape new habits for the children at Saint Nicholas.
As a school we are increasing our capacity and awareness for the children to recycle paper and plastics
within school and we have begun to make changes to reduce the amount of electrical energy used in
school. Part of this initiative is to reduce and eventually stop the use of single use plastics in the school
lunch hall. Today I have reminded the pupils to bring their reusable water bottles from home and start to
use them in the lunch hall. These can be filled up at any point in the day around the school. We all have a
responsibility to look after our school and the planet and I hope you can support us by ensuring your child
has a named water bottle that they can bring to school on a daily basis.
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RENAISSANCE READING UPDATE
Over the summer, the lower school library has been re-arranged
and all books have been scanned and labelled so that children can
use them to quiz on. Over the next few weeks, class teachers will
be taking their class to the library so that they can choose a library
book. It is important that these books stay safe and are returned
correctly.
I will also be opening the library on selected Friday mornings at
8.15am until 8.35am. Please look out for these dates in future
newsletters.
I am pleased to announce that Year 6 pupils will be continuing
Renaissance Reading. Please check the school website under
‘Lower School’ and then the ‘Renaissance Reading’ tab to
familiarise yourselves with this scheme. I will be popping into the
pupils’ classes over the next few weeks to help them get started.
Miss Dutton

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS
The deadline to apply for scholarships is fast approaching Wednesday 16th October.
Pupils currently in Years 2 and 6 are invited to apply for
a scholarship for when they enter Year 3 and Year 7 in September
2020. For Year 7 pupils there are five scholarship areas: Academic,
Art & Design, Drama, Music and Sport. Applicants will be expected
to demonstrate a passion, talent and dedication in their field and
will have a good academic ability. Year 3 (current Year 2) pupils may apply for the
Academic scholarship.
Assessments will take place in November and all applicants will sit English, mathematics, verbal
reasoning and non-verbal reasoning tests.
Please see Mrs Bradley for further information and an application form.

PICK UP ARRANGEMENTS
To aid traffic flow, pupils in Year 4, 5, 6, 7 and 9 should be picked up from outside the Swire building at
the end of the school day. Many thanks for your cooperation. Please refer to Mrs Hopkins’ letter of
4/9/19 if clarification is needed.
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PRE-SCHOOL
It has been lovely welcoming the children back to the pre-school and the children are doing a fabulous
job at helping the new starters settle in.

MILE CHALLENGE CLUB
Mrs Hill's Wednesday morning Mile Challenge Club will not be running this
term but Mrs Hill hopes to start it up again in the new year.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


11th September - Year 7 Norfolk Lakes trip parents meeting
(4.15pm - 5pm)



13th September - Year 1 History Off the Page (Toys)



18th September - Reception Phonics and reading workshop
(4.30pm - 5.30pm, theatre)



20th September - Year 1 information evening (time TBC)
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SPORTS REPORT
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES
Please see below the sports clubs and activities timetable for this half term. A full clubs list with many
other activities has been emailed to parents and may also be seen on the parent area at https://
sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school---parent-area/home/clubs-activities
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