
   

 

 

 

 

DAVID BOWN  

7 September 1968 – 22 February 2019  

On Saturday 22nd June, pupils, parents and staff came together to celebrate his life and everything Mr Bown held dear 
about the school. It was a day filled with music, drama, art, poetry, sport and dance and it was the perfect way for our 
children to pay tribute to such an inspirational man (photo from the day below). 
 

David leaves behind a wife, Monica, who also teaches at the school and his teenage son. The school continues to 
support them in whatever way we can and our thoughts are with them always.  

This has been a tough year for the school. During the February half term 
break we lost our much loved Headmaster, David Bown, in the most tragic of 
circumstances.  
 

The whole school community was deeply shocked and saddened at this 
tragic news. In his two and a half years at the school, David had a huge 
impact on the Saint Nicholas community. He was a dynamic and visionary 
headmaster and was immensely popular with the children, the parents and 
his colleagues.  
 

Saint Nicholas School thrived in his all too brief time at the school. Everyone 
at the school shared his vision, enjoyed his passion as well as his humour 
and were humbled by his professionalism and unstinting dedication to giving 
the school his very best.  
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THE DAVID BOWN FOUNDATION 
 

The David Foundation had been established to honour Mr Bown’s 
memory and will benefit children who lose a parent during the 
course of their education to allow them to continue their studies.  
 
Anyone wishing to make 
a donation can do so 
through the following 
account details: 
 
The David Bown 
Foundation 
Sort code: 20 25 19 
Account number: 
33972585 
 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY SAINT NICHOLAS! 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENTS  

We continue to invest in the school site and this year our 

estates team have continued to work tirelessly, refurbishing the 

classrooms in Hillingdon House and the shared areas and toilet 

facilities in Margaret Jones House. There are new games for 

EYFS children to enjoy thanks to the remarking of their play 

ground and this summer we opened Edie’s butterfly garden in 

fond memory of pupil Edie Wilson who lost her battle with 

cancer last year. We have also added more outdoor seating. 

These are tranquil spaces where the children and indeed the 

staff can sit and reflect 

in the serenity of our 

surroundings. We are 

also delighted that the 

tennis courts are now 

completed along with 

floodlighting which is 

going to have a huge 

impact on the sports 

curriculum here at the 

school. 
 

We have recruited a 

new Headteacher who 

will be starting in 

January and we will 

share more details of 

this appointment in the 

Christmas newsletter.  

 

 

 

Many thanks to everyone that joined us for our 80th 

anniversary on Saturday 6th July. It was lovely to see so many 

people, particularly those who had travelled a considerable 

distance in order to be there on the night. It was a fabulous 

evening and a great way to celebrate the last eighty years. 

Here’s to the next eighty!  

 
 

 
 
 

NOTABLE SUCCESSES 
 

There have been many successes and notable achievements 
by pupils this year. Some highlights are listed below: 
  Six pupils qualified for the ISA cross country national 

finals.  
 Jack in Year 6 qualified for the national fencing finals back 

in January.  
 Jenson in Year 8 successfully qualified for the West Essex 

golf U14s’ squad.  
 The Year 4 girls cross country team qualified to represent 

Harlow in the Essex cross country finals in April.  
 Larna in Year 8 came second in the ISA national triathlon 

competition.  
 In May, George in Year 3 signed for Colchester FC.  
 The Year 1/2 and Year 3/4 gymnastics teams were yet 

again victorious at the Harlow Schools Key Steps 
competition in both age categories.  

 The Saint Nicholas athletics team performed strongly at 
the junior ISA regional finals with four pupils qualifying for 
the national finals.  

 Lucy in Year 6 was awarded ‘Most Improved Player’ by her 
coach at her Tottenham Hotspur U11 team awards.  

 Nine Saint Nicholas pupils qualified for the senior ISA 
national athletics finals. Darcy and Ciaran both came home 
from the national finals with a gold and silver medal 
respectively.  

 Pre-school children raised over £600 for Cancer Research 
with their Race For Life.  
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ALUMNI PROFILE - KIRSTY PALMER 

 

 

ALUMNI PROFILE - DAVINA WILSON 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Davina Wilson left Saint Nicholas in 1996 after twelve 
wonderful years. She went on to Haileybury college and then 
to Birmingham University to study politics and international 
relations gaining a 2:1 honours degree.  
 

After her degree, Davina decided to spending 18 months 
travelling around the world. She gained wine qualifications 
and ended up working in a winery in New Zealand before 
heading home. 
 

Davina had always thought about going into medicine as her 
mother is a consultant surgeon,  so she decided to apply. She 
gained a place at Barts and the London Medical school. Davina 
spent five years there achieved a First class honours in 
Medicine and Surgery, qualifying in 2008. 
 

She now works as a GP in central London, specialising in 
women’s health but has also set up a beauty aesthetic clinic in 
St John’s  Wood called  Look Lovely London.  
 

She has been highly trained in delivering  advanced cosmetic 
procedures to enhance the face and has an expanding team at 
the clinic, offering  top skin beauty treatments. 
 

Davina lives in Maida Vale and is getting married this year in 
London at St Bartholomew The Great church. Her best friend 
Sophie Easteal, who she met at Saint Nicks, aged 6, is her chief 
bridesmaid.  
 

“My time at Saint Nicholas allowed me to develop 
academically and shaped who I am today. I feel confident and 
happy and am able to take on the many challenges of life 
thanks to my nurturing school. Saint Nicholas was like one big 
family.  I look back with nostalgia from playing tennis on the 
lawn , to drama classes with our inspiring teacher Rose Inges, 
and to the brilliant  science lessons with Mrs Riddler.  
 

I had a particular teacher called Mrs Stewart who saw my full 
potential, and in Year 5 I went from strength to strength in the 
classroom. She will always stay in my memory as the teacher 
who really helped contribute to who I am today. “ 

“Dream big, work hard, but be prepared 
for your dreams to change. It might 
surprise you! “ 
 

“Aged  7, I told everyone I wanted to go 
to Cambridge University to study law. 
However, very early on it became clear 
that I was not academic enough for 
Cambridge. I was told there were other 
ways I could become a lawyer and 
teachers at Saint Nicks advised me that it 
was better to get into a good university 
to study a subject I was good at, rather 
than get into an average university to 
study law. This proved excellent advice 
and after studying for a few years at 
Haileybury, I went to the University of Manchester to study 
history, where I went on to get a 2:1.  
 

I then got a place at the College of Law in London where I 
completed the law conversion course and my law finals. My 
dreams were coming true. 
 

Despite not being destined for a top training contract in a magic 
circle firm in the city of London like most of my peers, I knew I 
wanted to work in London, so I got a job working part time as a 
paralegal in a West End practice whilst studying at college, and 
after completing law school, they offered me a training contract. I 
thrived in the work environment. I was in and out of court every 
day, often doing my own advocacy and I loved it.  
 

After two years, I completed my training contract and applied for 
a job in a small specialist criminal litigation firm in the City of 
London. I loved litigation and thinking on my feet suited me. I 
worked hard there for five years, covering all aspects of 
corporate fraud and high value crime litigation. I became well 
known in my field and one of my cases set the precedent in tax 
law and the then new human rights act. The work was excellent, 
however, I was finding that I had no time for my friends or family.  
 

Aged 30, I decided to take a five month sabbatical to travel, after 
which I went back to work. However, I knew I wanted to try 
something different so enlisted the help of a large recruitment 
firm who actually ended up employing me! I worked in the team 
that recruited city lawyers. It was a risk but I needed to do it. I 
worked hard, enjoyed the work and did well, becoming a team 
manager within six months. It was then that I realised that I could 
not go back to the legal profession. After eighteen months, my 
father asked me if I would like to work for him in the family 
business as he was keen to take more of a back seat. I now had 
experience outside of law working in an office and I had done 
well. We agreed that I would keep my legal practicing certificate 
and cover any of the legal work but principally, I would run the 
company day to day. That was in 2008. And so I find myself today 
working in Sawbridgeworth at CCR Manufacturing ltd. We 
manufacture and supply specialist till rolls, credit card rolls and 
food rotation labels to the hospitality and retail sector. I thought I 
would only ever live in London but I love working and living 
locally and I enjoy the challenge of running a business. I miss the 
city but not the lifestyle or the hours. I thought I wanted to be a 
lawyer and live and work in London and I did just that, but I have 
learnt I can love other jobs. It’s ok for your dreams to change. “ 
 


