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FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK
Whilst the GCSE examinations draw to a close, the Year 11 pupils can start to relax and think about
enjoying their summer. Assuming the summer sunshine arrives at some point. The wet weather has
prevented some fixtures going ahead this week, however, it has not dampened the spirits of Year 2 pupils,
who are enjoying Walton-on-the-Naze today.
As you will have probably heard, next year's early May bank holiday has been moved back by four days for
the whole of the UK to coincide with the 75th anniversary of VE Day. This means May Day that was on the
calendar for Monday 4th May 2020, has been will be put back to Friday 8th May 2020. Please amend your
own diaries as Monday 4th May 2020 will now be a normal
school day.
Today saw the opening of our new butterfly garden. This is
a garden in memory of Edie, who passed away last May,
aged 12.
It is hoped that this garden will provide a place of reflection
and comfort for those who have lost friends or family
members. It is an area of peace, tranquillity, beauty and
optimism.
Throughout the year, pupils and staff have been busy
making lots of beautiful mosaic butterflies and toadstools
for the garden. A pergola has also been erected and
flowers, climbers and bushes have been planted that will
grow over time.
We hope you agree this is a beautiful addition to our
grounds.
Thank you to the following people who have all been instrumental in the creation of this beautiful garden:
Mr and Mrs Wilson and Jacob for declaring the garden open and cutting the chain of butterflies; Mr and
Mrs Hill (Zoe's parents) for providing the perspex from which the many beautiful butterflies are made; Mr
Gotyzheva (Charlize's father) for building the beautiful pergolas; Peter Jackson for the
spectacular planting, which will flourish and grow over the coming months and years; The Friends for
purchasing the garden benches; Year 11 pupil Alexander, Charities Prefect, for his work in the garden and
finally Mrs Cheer and Mrs Mulinder for their artistic flair and expertise and for ensuring as many pupils
and staff as possible have contributed to the butterfly decorations.
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PUDDLE JUMPING AND MINI BEASTS
The rain doesn’t stop Reception having fun! Earlier this week the children found the biggest puddles
around the grounds and went looking for cold blooded mini beasts and insects. They certainly brought
their own sunshine to an otherwise dreary week weather wise.

SUMMER FAYRE
As you may already be aware, there will not be a
Summer Fayre this year due to the Celebration of
Life event in honour of Mr Bown, which will take
place on 22nd June. The Summer Fayre will return
in 2020.
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CELTIC HARMONY
Last Thursday, Year 3 pupils had an action packed
day at Celtic Harmony where they learned the skills
needed to be a Celtic Chieftain.
The children collected ancient Celtic runes on the
woodland treasure trail in order to solve the riddle,
before some archery target practise where their
expert aim won them some gold coins. After
creating a Celtic torc from reeds, they painted their
faces with woad to be ready for battle.
Every chieftain needs to keep their energy levels up,
so after refuelling, they took part in archery hunting
practise. Having earned more gold coins, they
traded them for precious goods in the shop.
The final skill required to be a chieftain was fire
lighting - something that took great patience and
many attempts, but thankfully every group was
successful! The children returned to school as fully qualified and enthusiastic (if a little tired!) Celtic
Chieftains.

ECO CLUB UPDATE
This week in eco club, pupils had to research
different types of bug hotels using the iPads.
They then had to sketch and annotate their
designs in preparation for next week. They can’t
wait to make their own bug hotels to go in the
eco garden.
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PRE-SCHOOL FIRST AIDERS
On Friday, pre-school children enjoyed a visit from Julia's mummy, Monika, who came in to talk about
her job working as a First Aider. The children learned about dialling 999, had a look at the items kept in
a first aid box, listened to a story about the emergency services and then practised using bandages on
each other. Thank you to Monika for coming in.

PYJAMARAMA
On Friday, pre-school children supported the Book Trust by wearing their pyjamas to pre-school for its
national campaign, Pyjamarama. The children had a lovely, cosy day reading stories together and the
money raised will help provide bedtime books for more children to enjoy.
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YEAR 3 MATHS CHALLENGE
On Thursday, Year 3 pupils took on a maths challenge, in which they had to make a metre stick,
including the measurements in 10 centimetres, with only a single piece of A4 paper, a roll of masking
tape and a 10cm squared piece of paper. They worked in threes to see which group could solve the
problem. Many ideas were shared and all groups eventually managed to complete the challenge. At the
end of the lesson, we compared their metre sticks to a real one to see how accurate they were. Great
work!

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


17th June - Pre-school Father’s Day breakfast (8.15am - 9am)



17th and 18th June - Performances of Bugsy Malone (6.30pm 8.30pm).
19th June - Year 3 - 5 Book Look afternoon (3pm - 3.30pm) Parents to
park on the sports field.





19th - 21st June - Year 7 trip to Le Touquet



19th June - National ISA athletics competition (Alexander Stadium, Birmingham)



21st June - Year 8 and 10 interim reports issued



21st June - Pre-school Race For Life



21st June - Year 5 trip to Harry Potter Studios (9am - 3.30pm)



21st June - Reception trip to Barleylands (9.15am - 3.15pm)



21st June - Year 10 Nuclear Races (Midday - 5.30pm)



22nd June - Celebration of Life event (10.30am - 1pm)



24th June - Pre-school parents evening (3.45pm - 6pm)



25th June - Sports Day



27th June - Rotary Club Young Chef Competition



28th June - Lower school reports issued
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SPORTS REPORT
SPURS PRESENTATION
Report by Lucy, Year 6
On Saturday 18th May, I went to Tottenham Hotspur’s
training grown for my U11 presentation and my whole
team were there. I was very excited because there were
extra prizes. These were: most improved player; players’
player and manager’s player. Everyone got a little medal in
a box and a certificate. My manager awarded me ‘the
most improved player’. It has been amazing being in the
U11 Tottenham Hotspur’s women’s team.

MANOR OF GROVES GOLF
Report by Vincent, Year 8
On a sunny Wednesday in early June, pupils of Saint Nicholas School met up with their dads at the
Manor of Groves Golf and Country Club. Playing nine holes in groups of four, pupils competing in this
tournament ranged from Year 2 to Year 10.
There were twenty-five competitors, and eventually three pairs shared the trophy with their fathers:
Oscar, Year 2; Kian, Year 7 and Jenson, Year 8.
Speaking personally, it was good bonding time with the dads
and my Dad and I both thoroughly enjoyed our day together
competing as a team. The course
had some good challenges and I
played some very good shots (and a
bad one too which might need a bit
of improvement!).
Overall, it was one of the funniest
experiences I have ever had,
mostly because of my
dad’s various shots!
I’m looking forward to next year’s
tournament already.
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ROUNDERS
Report by Claudia, Year 10
Earlier in the week, the Year 9/10 rounders team went to Burnt Mill to compete in our final three
friendly games of the season. The first match was against St Marks which we unfortunately lost, 6
rounders to 8, due to lack of concentration in our fielding. The next match was against Stewards which
we won 6 1/2 rounders to 8 1/2. Our final match was against Burnt Mill. We knew going into this match
that it was going to be a close game and with some amazing hits from all the girls, especially Lily, we
ended up winning 8 rounders to 5. Well done to all the girls who played. We are all feeling very
confident for the forthcoming tournament.

CRICKET
Report by Ashton, Year 10
On Tuesday 11th June, pupils from Year 8, 9 and 10 played cricket
against Stewards and Passmores at the Harlow Cricket Club. In the first
game against Stewards, Vince and Jenson opened the batting and gave
us a good start to the match. We won the match by a long way thanks
to some very good bowling from Ben C and Jenson. In the second
match we faced Passmores. We won by nearly twenty runs, with some
very good bowling from Vince and some excellent batting from Jared. It
was a lot of fun and we look forward to the next set of matches.

SUPERSTARS SOCCER COACHING
Wednesday was the final session of this term’s Superstars Soccer Coaching
course. Congratulations to Gray in Year 4 and Ifeoluwa in Year 2, who Mr
Pavlou named the ‘Most Valuable Players’ for their excellent performances
this term.
Mr Pavlou will be running the Autumn Superstars Soccer programme from
Wednesday 4th September to Wednesday 6th November. Anyone interested
in registering their child for this club should respond to the letter that has
been sent home in class. Spare letters can also be found in the school office.
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ATHLETICS
Report by Jude, Year 6
On Friday 7th June, a group of Saint Nicholas Year 4–6 pupils went to the ISA regional junior athletics at
Garons Park, Southend. It was a very wet and windy day. Everyone did amazingly well with some
outstanding achievements. Many of our pupils won medals including Anabelle, Angel, Polly, Monty,
Clementine, Fleur, Bethany and Mia.
Events included Long Throw, Shot Put, Long Jump, High Jump, 150 metres, 60 – 80 metres (depending
on year group), 600 metres and the team relays.
Well done to the Year 4 girls team who received bronze medals and the Year 5 boys who won gold. The
Year 5 boys will now be off to the national finals.
Well done everyone who battled against the bad weather and achieved some outstanding individual
and team efforts.
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