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FROM THE ACTING HEAD’S DESK
We may have only had a four day week, but here at school we have managed to pack in a lot, including
four seasons of weather!
Hanningfield Reservoir was the destination for Year 1 pupils on Wednesday and a fun and wet time was
had by all. It was clear they were not going to let the rain get them down.
Once again, we were the proud hosts of another regional ISA sporting event. Twelve schools arrived to
compete in the girls’ U11 football tournament. With an exceptionally strong field, we were able to finish
in sixth position, showing that girls football at Saint Nicholas is growing in strength every year. Well done
to all involved.
This week saw the start of the GCSE oral examinations, which will lead into the full examination cycle next
week. With this in mind, today marks the official start of the Year 11 pupils’ study leave. For any teacher,
it is a significant milestone to see a group of pupils move through the school and end their journey with
you. This group of pupils were in Year 7 when I started at Saint Nicholas. I am exceptionally proud of the
journey they have been on and the compassionate, diligent, articulate and reflective young men and
women they have become. I wish them all the best of luck for the forthcoming examinations, I know they
are all prepared for them.
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HANNINGFIELD RESERVOIR TRIP
Despite the rain, Year 1 pupils enjoyed their school trip to Hanningfield
Reservoir on Wednesday. They explored the forest and also worked in
groups to solve activities which included learning to label a flower and
plant. It was a wonderful day from start to finish!

MOCK BAPTISM
Earlier in the week, Year 3 children thoroughly enjoyed their mock baptism
at the local church, as part of their RE topic this term. They found it
interesting to learn about the meanings behind some of the important
symbols used and there was much delight when some of the children had
water from the font poured onto their foreheads. Well done to Ella, Georgia
and Holly for offering to play the part of the children being baptised and for
getting a bit wet!
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RECEPTION BEANSTALKS
This term, Reception pupils are learning about traditional tales and alternative stories. This week they
focussed on 'Jasper's Beanstalk' and 'Jack and the Beanstalk'. They worked together to read and follow
the instructions on how to plant a beanstalk and everyone is looking forward to seeing them grow.
Super teamwork everyone!

LEARNING ABOUT CAPACITY
In Reception, the children have been learning about capacity by making magical potions. They have
also been investigating which would be the best container for Jack to use to carry the most beans.
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PRE-SCHOOL EGG-STRAVAGANZA
Wednesday’s pre-school group time supported their topic 'Are eggs alive?' as the children took part in
an egg investigation. They explored hard boiled, soft boiled and raw eggs, squishing them and cracking
the shells. They then spoke about the differences between them and what each part of the egg is called.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


13th - 17th May - Lower school creative writing week



13th - 17th May - Year 9 exam week



16th May - Key Steps gymnastics competition



17th May - Year 6 full reports issued



17th May - Year 9 Essex Outdoors (2.30pm - 4pm)



17th and 18th May - Duke of Edinburgh practise expedition



20th - 24th May - Lower school assessment week



20th - 24th May - Year 10 Work Experience week



20th May - Lower school sponsored walk/run (9.30am - 10.30am)



20th May - Year 8 First Aid Workshop (10am - 12.15pm)



22nd May - Year 8 girls HPV vaccination



23rd May - Reception fairy tale picnic



23rd May - Year 6 parents evening



24th May - World of Words Day



24th May - Year 7 full reports issued



24th May - Year 3/4 and 5/6 Quad Kids athletics (Mark Hall Academy, 9.30am - 3pm)



24th May - Pre-school dough disco workshop



27th - 31st May - Half term holiday
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SPORTS REPORT
TRIATHLON
Report by Larna, Year 8
On Thursday 2nd May, I travelled to Lucton School in Herefordshire
to compete in the ISA national triathlon. It was an early start for me,
leaving at 5.30am as it was a three hour drive. The weather wasn’t
great that day but luckily it only rained after my race. I had a strong
swim, coming fourth in this discipline. Unfortunately though, I
slipped over in the first transition losing
valuable seconds. I ran to the second
transition area to collect my bike. Next came
the 6km cycle. It was a five lap course on
grass and as it had rained heavily, the ground
was boggy and slippery. I had a steady ride
but was looking forward to finishing this part.
At the end of the cycle, I racked my bike back
into transition two and was happy to start
the run, which is my favourite discipline. The
run was 2.4km and was undulating. I felt strong and pushed hard, managing
to overtake two girls in front of me. I was delighted to find out I had placed
2nd.

FENCING
Well done to Jack in Year 6 who took part in the U12 national fencing championships in Sheffield on
Saturday. Unsurprisingly, the standard of fencing was extremely high and whilst Jack was eliminated in
the qualifying round after facing some tough competition, he fenced well and it was a fantastic
experience.
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FOOTBALL
Report by Katherine, Year 6
On a wet and stormy
Wednesday, a group of Year 5
and 6 girls braved the weather to
compete in the ISA U11 girls
football tournament. These girls
were: Katherine; Lucy;
Annabelle; Mia; Esme; Bethany;
Becky; Emily; Polly and Abigail.
They competed against eleven
other schools, all of whom were
eager to win a medal. Saint
Nicholas started brilliantly by
winning their first game with Katherine scoring the winning goal. The weather began to get worse but
they battled through, achieving a draw in the second game. The third game took place after lunch and
even though the Saint Nicholas team played extremely well, they lost by two goals. The final game in
the group stage was against a undefeated team. Saint Nicholas had possession of the ball for most of
the match but sadly in the final minute, the other team scored. It was an amazing experience and I can
speak for the whole team when I say it was a once in a lifetime opportunity. I cannot wait to be able to
compete again .
I would like to thank Mr Tucker for organising the whole tournament and the Friends of Saint Nicholas
for organising hot chocolate and tea for staff and competing children.

FOOTBALL
Last week saw George in Year 3 officially sign
for Colchester United Academy’s U9 squad for
next season. Congratulations George, what an
exciting step!
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NETBALL
Report by Lucy, Year 6
On Friday, Year 6 took six players to a mixed netball tournament at Mark Hall. The players in our team
were Jack, Braydon, Atul, Oba, Tiffany and me. Despite a bit of rain, the weather was not that bad. We
were unbeatable, winning all but one game, which we drew. We came first in our group, achieving the
same points total as a very good team that topped the other group. As a result, on Friday 10th, we will
be heading to the finals. A very big thank you to Mr Stacey for arranging the day and a special thanks
to Miss Crewe for taking us there and supporting us the whole way through. Good luck to all the
players for Friday!

GOLF
There will be a parent and pupil pairs golf competition at the Manor
of Groves Golf and Country Club, High Wych, from 10am on
Wednesday 5th June.
The format will be a Stableford competition and will be played over
9 holes. Entry is £20 per pair and food is included.
Entries must be submitted to the school office by Friday 24th May.
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