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FROM THE DEPUTY HEAD’S DESK 
I write as we draw towards the end of an incredibly difficult half term. The school closure on Wednesday 
allowed all staff the opportunity to attend Mr Bown's funeral. It was a day to grieve together, not only 
with the Bown family, but the broader Saint Nicholas community. Furthermore, it provided us with the 
chance to celebrate the life of an exceptional colleague and friend. It was a beautiful day, in which the 
feeling of togetherness that Mr Bown brought to the school was never more apparent.  
 

The children were able to contribute to the day, as the Welsh Dragon artwork was put on display for all to 
see. This was the centre point for much reflection and discussion and provided a huge amount of support 
for all who attended.  In our assembly this morning, the whole school sung a heartfelt rendition of 
‘Jerusalem’ for Mr Bown, with upper school pupils modelling to the younger pupils how to pay respect 
through actions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appropriately, we were welcomed back into school yesterday to a sea of colour, enthusiasm and 
excitement, with our annual Easter bonnet parade. Thank you to all the pupils and parents who put so 
much effort into making the bonnets, and well done to the winners: Julia and Henry (pre-school), Joe and 
Georgia (Form RSP), Madeleine and William (Form RSK), Gabriella and George (Form 1B), Oliver and Albie 
(Form 1P), James and Max (Form 2F) and Casta and Niaya (Form 2N). This was followed by the ballet 
performances in the afternoon and evening, a particular highlight of the school year.   
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for the messages of support this term, for your 
patience and understanding. I know the pupils and in particular the staff will be looking forward to a rest 
in the holiday and I would like to wish you and your family a Happy Easter.   
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EASTER BONNETS  
There were some outstanding creations in the Easter bonnet competition on Thursday. Congratulations 
to the winners who are listed on the previous page and also to Samuel, Nancy and Jack in Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 2 respectively, who were awarded ‘best design’ prizes. 
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GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 
This term, Year 2 pupils have really enjoyed their Great Fire of London topic. They have learnt a lot 
about the subject, in particular how London has changed since 1666. Below are some pictures from 
their ‘History Off The Page’ day about the Great Fire. The children made a number of objects from that 
era, such as candles, leather bookmarks and herb bags. 
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EASTER EGG HUNT 
It was a very busy Friday morning last week as the Year 11 pupils and the House Captains helped to 
organise and run the Key Stage 1 and 2 Easter egg hunt. Children hunted for numbered eggs that they 
then handed to their House Captains. The House receiving the highest total resulted in every child in 
that Key Stage receiving 5 House points. Children also hunted for two chocolate Easter eggs each 
which, needless to say, was a very popular part of the morning and lots of fun was had by all. 
 

While the lower school pupils were busy hunting, the middle and upper school pupils were taking part 
in an Easter themed quiz, in which each class had to work in House groups to compete and win 5 
House points each and some chocolate goodies. Thank you to the Friends for all their support and for  
helping organise all the Easter themed treats that were a big hit with everyone.  
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Well done to Tasrea, Kayla and Haneefah who have all 
achieved their gold Mathletics certificates this week.  

MATHLETICS 

 

ECO CLUB  
This week, eco club members have been concentrating on making a new outdoor classroom in the eco 
garden. They worked incredibly hard as a team to improve the area and are looking forward to lots of 
fun activities during the summer term. We are also pleased to see our annual visitors back again as the 
Saint Nicholas ducks returned this week.  
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ECO POSTERS  

 

EASTER COOKING 
Pupils have been busy celebrating Easter through food this week. Here are some photos of their 
creations.  

Over the last week, the eco committee ran a recycling competition. All lower school pupils have 
designed posters to go onto the new Biffa recycling bins. The winning posters will be transformed into 
stickers and put on the compost, mixed 
recycling and non-recycling bins.  
 

The winning pupils were selected by the eco 
committee and are as follows, each winning 10 
House points: 
 

Samuel, Form RSK 
Vinayak and Oliver, Form 1P 
Alice, Form 5P 
 

The standard of posters submitted was 
outstanding which made the job of picking a 
winner extremely hard.  
 

Massive congratulations to all the pupils that handed in a poster. Mrs 
Peckham is awarding all pupils that created a poster 2 house points  
for their hard work.  Well done!  
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
To complete their topic on the Jungle, last Friday Little 
Saints had an explorers day where the children were invited 
to dress up as a jungle animal or an explorer.   
 

They received a letter from the Easter Bunny, informing 
them that he had left named paper eggs in the muddy area 
for them to find which they could then swap for a chocolate 
treat. 

 

KIDNEY CARE UK BAKE SALE  
Report by Alexandria, Year 8 
 

I’d like to thank all the parents and pupils who made 
and bought cakes last week. I believe the cake sale 
went very well, raising £1037.59, which is a staggering 
amount as Kidney Care UK is a very small charity. I 
didn’t think many people would bring in cakes but to 
my surprise I was overloaded with them! I couldn’t 
have done it without my gallant team: Hanna, Maisey, 
Paige, Alex, Aimee, Pippa and Saffron. Everyone did 
amazingly well in the cake sale and it was really hard 
to choose the eventual winners who are listed 
below: 
 

Reception-  Year 2 winner - Bethany  
Year 3 - Year 5 winner - Max  
Upper school winner - Jack S (Form 6W) 
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BALLET SHOW  
Congratulations to the pre-school and lower school children who danced beautifully in the ballet 
shows on Thursday. Stunning performances by all involved.  
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Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next few weeks:  

 

 30th March - 6th April - Ski trip 
 

 24th April - Summer term begins 
 

 26th April - Class photographs 
 

 26th April - Year 9 Essex Outdoors (2.30pm - 4pm) 
 

 27th/28th April - Duke of Edinburgh training weekend 
 

 29th April - 3rd May - Year 6 and 7 exam week 
 

 30th April - Junior maths challenge (Year 7 and 8, set 1) 
 

 30th April - Year 3 - 5 speed stacking inter-house event run by Year 10 girls (1.45pm - 3.20pm) 
 

 30th April - Year 6 - 11 French play by Onatti Productions (theatre, 2.45pm) 
 

 1st May - 3rd May - Year 5 trip to Avon Tyrrell 
 

 1st May - National triathlon event (Lucton School, 9am - 1pm) 
 

 2nd May - Whole school Open Morning (10am - midday) 
 

 3rd May - Year 9 Essex Outdoors (2.30pm - 4pm) 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

AZTEC MEALS  
On Tuesday, Year 5 pupils had a 
lovely time creating their Aztec 
inspired healthy, balanced 
meals. Thank you to all the 
parents for helping the children 
prepare their ingredients for 
this lesson.  
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CROSS COUNTRY 
 
Report by Charlie, Year 4 
 
On Friday 22nd March, Saint Nicholas 
School competed in the 500m cross-
country at Mark Hall School.  
 

It was a fantastic day of cross-country 
with all teams medalling at the end of 
the event. 
 

Well done to Nil Su (Year 3), George 
(Year 3), Alexander (Year 3), Clementine 
(Year 4), Fleur (Year 4) and Georgina 
(Year 4). 
 

The whole team should be very proud 
of themselves, with the Year 3 boys 
coming in third place and the Year 3 
girls finishing in second overall. 
 

The Year 4s also put in a great performance with the boys finishing in second place and the girls 
finishing in first place. Well done team!  
 

The Year 4 girls will now go on to represent Harlow in the Essex cross country finals on 26th April.  
 
 

Report by Lottie, Year 6 
 

On Friday, a group of Year 5 and 6 boys 
and girls travelled the short distance to 
Mark Hall School to take part in a cross-
country event against various schools 
from around the area.  There were 
around sixty runners in each race and 
the course was very muddy which made 
it quite challenging to run. Well done to 
Angelina (Form 6W), Jude (Form 6S) 
and Montgomery (Form 5BM) who all 
placed eighth in their race and also to 
Cooper (Form 5BM) who placed tenth 
in his. The other Year 6 girls and Year 5 
boys ran sufficiently well to both be 
placed third in the overall team placings 
and received a bronze medal. 

 

SPORTS REPORT 
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NETBALL 
 

Report by Ellie, Year 10 
 

On Tuesday 26th March, the Year 10/11 netball team had a tough match against Passmores. We all 
went in with a positive attitude and an ambition to win and carried this throughout our game play. 
 

After half-time, we were in the lead with our opponents only a few goals behind us. However, 
unfortunately by full-time, Passmores just about managed to bump up their score, putting them in the 
lead and winning the overall match. The final score was 27-21 and a special well done to Freya, who 
stepped in to play Centre and also got player of the match! 

 

NETBALL 
 

Report by Ellie, Year 7 
 

On Tuesday 26th March, Year 6 and 7 pupils went to Passmores to  play 

a netball match. The team consisted of Olivia, Ellie, Sienna, Lois, Lily, 

Lucy, Oba and Tiffany.  

It was a close match but we had a small lead throughout the first three 

quarters and most of the fourth. Unfortunately though, Passmores 

scored in the final thirty seconds, leaving the final result a draw at 6-6.  

Everyone played amazingly well. Lois was awarded player of the match. 
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NETBALL 
 

Report by Sienna, Year 7 
 

On 25th March, eight girls went to Stewards to play 
a netball match.  
 

Everyone played really well. The third and fourth 
quarters were especially good with some great 
defending from Tiffany and Oba and also good 
shooting from Rose and Ellie. Lily also did a great job 
at getting into space and the whole team did 
exceptionally well. The overall score was 2-2 and 
the player of the match was Goal Attack, Ellie, who 
did an outstanding job at getting the rebounds and 
shooting.  

 

  

SUMMER TERM SPORTS CLUBS TIMETABLE 
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   SAFEGUARDING  

  UPDATE 
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/  
 

Dear Parents/Guardians,  
 

As we approach the Easter break, I would like to share with you some guidance given to schools from the ESCB (Essex 
Children’s Safeguarding Board). School holidays can often provide an opportunity for children and young people to increase 
their screen time. Unfortunately, without rigorous monitoring this can also increase the risk of cyber bullying or contact with 
strangers on line. Below is some information to assist you if you feel your child is a target of cyberbullying, followed by some 
information form the National On Line Safety Campaign. 
 

What Is Cyberbullying? 
Cyberbullying is bullying that takes place over digital devices like phones, computers, and tablets. Cyberbullying can occur 
through text, social media, forums, or gaming where people can view, participate in, or share content. Cyberbullying includes 
sending, posting, or sharing negative, harmful, false, or mean content about someone else. It can include sharing personal or 
private information about someone else, causing embarrassment or humiliation. 
If your child has experienced cyberbullying: 
 

Let them talk 
Give them the space to share what they want to in their way and listen. Try to avoid the temptation to interrupt because you 
know what’s going on, prompt if necessary but let them do most of the talking.  
 

Encourage them not to retaliate  
Although this can seem like the most tempting thing to do in a situation like this, it’s very important that you do not retaliate 
to the cyberbullying. Most of the time the bully is looking for a reaction when they’re teasing or calling someone nasty 
names. Your child may wish to reply and ask the person to stop sending messages, however this is not necessary and action 
can be taken without replying.  
 

Save the evidence 
It’s important to keep the cyberbullying messages that a child has received, whether through taking screenshots or saving 
the messages on the device. Saving the messages allows you to have evidence when reporting the cyberbullying.  
 

Talk to the Pastoral Leader at school  
Take the evidence of bullying and any additional details about the context of the situation and length of time it has been 
going on for. It is helpful to discuss this with your child and you may want to speak to the school together.  
 

Talk to the police  
If you think that your child is in immediate danger, don’t hesitate to call the police. Equally, if there is a direct threat of 
violence or harm within any conversation then you may also wish to contact your local police for support. As parents, any 
incident involving children will be extremely emotive. For more support and advice contact:  
· The Family Lives helpline on 0808 800 2222 for more tailored advice about online abuse. 
· The Professionals Online Safety Helpline (POSH) supports any member of the children’s workforce with online safety issues 
affecting either the children they support or themselves. Open from 10am-4pm Monday to Friday (email 
helpline@saferinternet.org.uk or call 0344 381 4772.) 
 · Cybersmile provides lots of information for young people about tackling online abuse. 
 · Childline provides help and advice to young people about issues they face. 
 

Kindest Regards  
Mrs Hopkins , Acting Headteacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/resources/platform-guides/

