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FROM THE DEPUTY HEAD’S DESK
As we come to the close of two difficult weeks at school, I have been able to reflect upon not only the
huge sense of community we have here at Saint Nicholas, but also look forward to our Open Morning,
which gives us the opportunity for the pupils to put our school on show, and be proud of everything that
happens within the school year at Saint Nicholas.
The children and staff here have led by example this week, showing us all that resilience is embedded in to
our values at Saint Nicholas. This has never been more clear than when looking back at the calendar over
the last two weeks.
The school has continued to show its respects through the atmosphere created in all areas of the school.
There have been exams and options evenings for the Seniors and curriculum days for the Infants and
Juniors. The PE department has continued its successful streak, with several winning results on the
sporting front and not forgetting of course, our annual World Book Day celebration which brought a huge
amount of creativity and focus on the importance of reading for pleasure.
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COLCHESTER ZOO TRIP
At the end of last half term, Year 1 pupils enjoyed a fantastic day at the zoo. They got to feed the
elephants and giraffes and even got to see a tiger at close range. They also went on a train ride around
the zoo which took them into the lemur enclosure. What a wonderful day in the glorious sunshine!
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WORLD BOOK DAY
On Monday the school celebrated World Book Day
and there were some wonderful costumes on show
from the younger pupils as well as from the lower
and pre-school staff. Here are a few pictures.

MATHLETICS

CHICKEN POX

Well done to Cooper and
Charlotte in Year 5 who have
both achieved their gold
Mathletics certificate.

There has been a confirmed case of
chicken pox in the lower school.
As you may already be aware, it takes
one to three weeks for the spots to
appear once someone has been
exposed to the virus.
For more information please refer to
the NHS website - https://
www.nhs.uk/conditions/chickenpox/
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DINO DAY FUN
Last Thursday’s Dino Day was great fun! Thank you to our Year 3 dinosaur experts, Alexander and Ellis,
for giving an outstanding talk to Year 1 pupils about the evolution of dinosaurs. The younger pupils had
a lot of questions which were expertly answered and they learnt a lot from the session. They also got to
make pterodactyl nest cakes to eat which were unsurprisingly very popular.

PANCAKE DAY
Reception pupils had a wonderful time taking part in the annual Reception Pancake Day race! Flipping
pancakes and running at the same time was tricky but the children did a superb job.
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YEAR 5 SPACE ENRICHMENT DAY
Year 5 pupils have enjoyed investigating their new science topic - space. On Wednesday 27th February,
the children dressed in their space themed costumes (which included quite a few aliens), and enjoyed
an enrichment day based around the space theme. Activities ranged from creating solar system collages
to listening to ‘The Planet Suite’ by Gustav Holst.
On Thursday 28th February, the children enjoyed entering the ‘Pop-Up Planetarium’ brought into
school by The Astronomy Roadshow. They discovered many interesting facts whilst studying the planets
and looking at the constellations of stars.
An ‘out of this world’ time was had by all!
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SPRING FLOWERS
Last week, pre-school children helped plant up the wellie boots on the decking with some spring
flowers. They chatted about the different features of the plant, how to look after them and after
carefully planting the flowers, the children helped to water them.

ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION
The Year 7 Rotary Club cook off took place on Monday afternoon with six teams taking part, each
comprising three pupils. The standard of cooking was once again exceptionally high for Year 7 pupils,
and parents attending were very impressed by the food produced. Results will be announced in
Friday’s assembly. Below are photos of the dishes produced. Each group was asked to make a starter,
main and dessert and present it on a dressed table.
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YEAR 3 NEWS
Year 3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their science lesson on
Forces last week. After firstly making a prediction, they
investigated the amount of friction on different types of
surfaces and recorded their results accordingly.

Year 3 pupils have also been making potions. After writing
detailed instructions in their English lesson, they carefully
followed them to make a magic potion. With the choices
of snake tears, brains, phoenix feathers, wizard’s beard,
unicorn horn and many more rather unusual ingredients,
their results were quite surprising! Every potion created
was drunk and we await the results to see if the magic
worked!

GCSE FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
The GCSE food preparation and nutrition practical examination took place on
Tuesday 26th February. This exam is worth 35% of pupils’ final grade and Mrs
Ridley-Warren was very pleased with the results from all four pupils
(Georgina, Emily, Benjamin, and Alexi).
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BARRACUDAS

STREET DANCE
SUCCESS

Barracudas Activity Day Camps, the UK’s favourite
school holiday provider for children aged 4 and a
half to 14 years, will once again be open at Saint
Nicholas School this Easter and summer holidays.
With over 80 exciting activities including
swimming, fencing, archery, football and dance,
the activity camp provider is Ofsted registered and
has high staff to child ratios. Interested parents
should book via www.barracudas.co.uk or call
0845 123 5299.

Congratulations to Jack in Year 6 for successfully
gaining two Distinctions in his recent street dance
examinations.

Parents of Saint Nicholas School pupils receive an
extra £10 off for full week bookings if they quote
code HSCH19 at the time of booking.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


11th March - Lower school science day



11th March - Year 8/9 professional golf coaching (2.20pm - 3.50pm,
Manor of Groves)



12th March - Year 7 parents evening (4.30pm)



13th March - Year 6/7 professional golf coaching (2.20pm - 3.50pm,
Manor of Groves)



14th - 21st March - Book Fair



15th March - Lower school reports issued



15th March - Reception trip to Boydells Farm (9.15am - 3.15pm)



15th March - Year 11 Pathways driving lesson (12.45pm - 3pm)



18th March - Avon Tyrrell information meeting (5P classroom, 4pm)



19th March - GCSE drama practical examination (2pm - 4pm)



19th March - Maths Team Challenge (selected Year 8 and 9 pupils), (9am - 4pm, Cambridge)



22nd March - Year 10 full reports issued



22nd March - Year 11 interim reports issued



22nd March - Year 11 Pathways driving lesson (12.45pm - 3pm)



23rd March - Duke of Edinburgh initial training day
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SPORTS REPORT
RUGBY

Report by Lucy, Year 6
Year 5 and 6 went to a tag rugby tournament at the Harlow Rugby Club on the 1st of March where 17
local schools took part. Saint Nicholas took two teams and both group A and group B did amazingly
well.
At the start of the tournament, all the schools observed a minute’s silence to remember Mr Bown, who
loved rugby and always took great delight in following our achievements.
I’m happy to report that both teams won all five of their games and are now in next week’s final. As we
played on different pitches, it was difficult to see all the action but I must mention Jack and Thomas
who both played excellently. Thank you to both Mr Brown for taking us there and to Mr Stacey for
inviting us to take part.
Report by Jamie, Year 6
The B team, comprising Cooper, Monty, Polly, Mia, Frankie, Emily and me, went to Harlow Rugby Club
and played three other teams from the local area.
In our first match we had an excellent start with Cooper and me scoring three tries each and the end
result of the match was 6-3 to Saint Nicks. In the next match we maintained our winning streak. We had
some focused practice ahead of the final match to steady our nerves and went on to win.
Well done to everyone in the team! We will be back for the finals on Friday 8th March - good luck to all.
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NETBALL
Report by Ellie, Year 7
On Wednesday 27th February, Year 6 and 7 girls
played a netball match against St Marks.
The team consisted of Ellie, Olivia, Lily, Lois, Sienna,
Rose, Oba, Tiffany and Lucy.
In the first quarter we were several goals down, but in
the second half we managed to play at our best.

Unfortunately we didn’t win. It was a tough match and
we tried as hard as we could but St Marks eventually
won 16-5.
Tiffany was awarded player of the match. She played
very well in defence and this was well deserved.

NETBALL
Report by Anon, Year 9
On Wednesday, the Year 8 and 9 netball team played
against St Marks. It was a tough game and despite our
team playing well, we lost.

There was some amazing shooting by Amelia and
Nicole and great passing and communication
throughout the whole match.
A very well done to Leilani who got player of the
match. Our team looks forward to playing more
competitive games in the future.
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NETBALL
Report by Tiffany, Year 6
On Wednesday, Oba, Xanthe, Katherine, Anabelle,
Lucy, Tallulah and Rhian took part in a netball match
against Gosfield School.
All four quarters of the match went really well but the
third quarter was particularly intense because the
opposition’s players were getting tough. All the girls did
well with their intercepting and passing and the final
score was 5-1 to Saint Nicholas.
Rhian in Year 6 won player of the match. Well done to
Rhian and all the other girls for a great results - give
yourselves a pat on the back for a great match!

FOOTBALL
On Wednesday, the U11 football B team played against Gosfield School A team. Conditions were tough
with strong winds and rain throughout the game.
Gosfield took an early lead after a defensive mistake
at the back. Saint Nicholas had a few chances on goal
but did not capitalise with accuracy and powerful
enough shots and unfortunately, the team conceded
another goal at the end of the first half to make it 2-0
to Gosfield.
We realised that in the second half we would have
the slight advantage of a slope and also the wind
which could get us back into the game. Saint Nicholas
scored early to make the score to 2-1 and a much
improved second half brought about a number of
shots on target. Despite this, we unfortunately
conceded late and ended up losing 3-1.

Well done in particular to George from Year 3 who
stepped up and played with the Year 5 team.
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SPRING TERM SPORT CLUBS TIMETABLE
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