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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Tuesday 5th February was Safer Internet Day and throughout the past week and during the next we will be
trying to help pupils understand how to keep safe whilst using this technology. There is little doubt that the
internet provides considerable benefits, not least a level of access to information which, for previous
generations would have been unthinkable. The great libraries of the past, accessible only by a privileged few,
have been superseded by a device little bigger than our hand.
The great attraction of the internet for our children however, is its unparalleled interconnectedness. Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and WhatsApp, just a fraction of the social media platforms which allow each of us to stay
connected and to publish our own views and opinions, sometimes without restraint.
It is perhaps this latter which concerns me the most with regard to our children. Whilst we have highly
developed norms and expectations in relation to face to face interactions, we have little experience and have
provided less guidance in terms of acceptable social media use.
Children’s behaviour generally mimics the behaviour of adults and, at a time where social media interactions
are increasingly unfiltered by common sense and decency, we have a responsibility to ensure that our children
learn that social rules still apply. We know that online communications impact real-life relationships and
children should understand that they are responsible for what they do and what they say, both on and off line.
The consequences of making poor decisions with regard to our virtual lives has become increasingly evident as
we witness how historic, ill-advised posts come back to haunt, otherwise highly respected and successful public
figures. I have no doubt that this trend will continue and our children will be subject to online checks and
scans both official and otherwise when they seek future opportunities. As with most behaviours, the standards
and norms are set in childhood and, it is with this in mind that I seek your support as we continue to ensure
that our children are prepared for the challenges that life will undoubtedly provide in the future.

YEAR 3 MOCK WEDDING
Year 3 pupils thoroughly
enjoyed their mock wedding at
St Mary’s Church on
Wednesday. Pippa and Oliver
did a superb job in their roles as
bride and groom and thanks
must go to Reverend Anne Kosla
for leading the ceremony. A slice
of wedding cake and
refreshments were quickly
consumed by the children on
their return to class!
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YEAR 11 ART GALLERIES VISIT
On Friday 1st February, Year 11 GCSE art pupils went to London to visit a number of small art galleries
around the West End, accompanied by Mrs Mulinder and led by Mr Keenleyside, our Artist in
Residence. They viewed many different and diverse pieces of art from a wide variety of artists,
including Walter De Maria, Robert Rauschenberg, Sadie Cole, Tom Wesselmann, Andy Warhol and Bob
Dylan, to name a few. Along the way, the pupils were surprised by some unexpected performance art
in the Hauser and Wirth Gallery by the artist Martin Creed, and the large hot barrier wall in the White
Cube Gallery by the artist Miroslaw Balka. The greatest surprise was meeting the famous artist Patrick
Hughes in the Alon Zakaim Gallery as he was setting up his new exhibition. He took the time to speak
to the pupils in detail about art and his work. The whole day gave the pupils a lot of inspiration for
their own individual work.

MATHLETICS
Well done to Egan in Year 1 who has received his gold Mathletics
certificate this week.
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CHINESE NEW YEAR
On Tuesday, the pre-school children learned about Chinese New Year. They
watched a short programme about how Chinese children celebrate Chinese
New Year before taking part in activities linked to what they had seen. They
created a dragon head and took turns wearing it to perform a dragon
dance. They also had a food tasting activity at group time, during which
they tried prawn crackers, vegetable spring rolls and egg fried rice, and
voted to find out which food type they enjoyed the most.

MULTICULTURAL DANCE FESTIVAL
Last Friday saw another successful Multicultural Dance Festival for the Harlow Schools Partnership,
held at Saint Nicholas School. Seven local schools took part, each representing a different country and
Saint Nicholas pupils did the school proud with their wonderful Chinese fan dance. Well done to all the
children that took part.
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YEAR 2 SCIENCE
In science, Form 2F pupils have had an exciting week investigating the best conditions for germination
using cress. They have learned that providing light, water, nutrients and heat ensures the optimum
conditions for the plant.

YEAR 1 BUG HUNT
Year 1 pupils enjoyed exploring the school grounds for invertebrates, in their science lesson at the end
of last week. They found so many different species, even in the cold icy weather!
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YOUNG VOICES
On Friday 1st February a group of Year 5 pupils had the opportunity to perform at the O2 as part of the
Young Voices choir. They have been rehearsing and working hard in their weekly after school club since
September, having had to learn over sixteen songs accompanied by some dances. On the day of the
show, everyone was excited to perform, even the teachers! There were special guest artists such as
Beau Dermott, Tony Hadley and Sharlene Hector. It was a long day, but everyone represented Saint
Nicholas perfectly and sang their hearts out. Well done to the Young Voices team!

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


11th February - Lower school production dress rehearsal



12th February - Year 11 to see Hitler On Trial (Midday - 5.30pm,
Chelmsford Civic Theatre)



12th February - Lower school production (5pm - 7pm)



13th February - Year 1 trip to Colchester Zoo (8.15am - 3.15pm)



13th February - Lower school production (6pm - 8pm)



14th February - Little Saints’ Valentine’s breakfast (8.15am - 9am)



15th February - Year 6 interim reports issued



15th February - Year 3 trip to Buddhist Centre, Epping (9.30am - Midday)



15th February - Year 9 DTP/Men C vaccination (9.30am - 11.30am)



18th - 22nd February - Half term holiday
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SPORTS REPORT
CROSS COUNTRY
Report by Rose, Year 7
On Wednesday 6th February, nine Saint Nicholas pupils travelled to Stubbers to race in the Essex
Schools cross country race. First was the Year 7 girls race with Rose coming 25th, Lyla 80th, Lily 93rd
and Imogen 105th out of nearly 200 children. Next, came the Year 7 boys race. Well done to Henry who
came 116th and Jasper who closely followed in 118th place out of a total of 240 competitors. After this
it was Paige’s turn to run in the Year 8 girls race. She finished 65th out of 170 runners. Finally, it was the
Year 8 boys race with Zach coming 60th and Vincent coming 105th out of 200 runners. Well done to all
the pupils that participated. Hopefully next year someone will qualify for the nationals as we will have a
better understanding of the course.

Report by Paige, Year 8
On Wednesday 6th February, nine pupils from Year 7 and 8 went to a cross
country race at Stubbers Activity Centre. We all had to compete against
more than 200 other runners. Rose in Year 7 came a fantastic 25th in her
race. Well done to Imogen, Lily, Lyla, Jasper, Henry, Vincent, Zach and
Paige for running so hard
in their races too. A couple
of us even managed a
place in the first 100 of
those crossing the line,
despite the long and hard
course with many muddy
hills.
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FOOTBALL
Report by Myles, Year 11
On Thursday, the Year 10 and 11 boys played their first football match of the season, against St Marks.
In very windy conditions, the boys knew that getting the ball down and playing good football was going
to be tough.
At the start of the match we were the better side, having good attempts at the St Marks goal from
distance. Approaching the end of the half, the ball came nicely to George who struck it sweetly into the
bottom right corner. The score ended 1-0 to Saint Nicks at half time.
Unfortunately, the same approach was not utilised in the second half. Two handballs in the box cost us
a clean sheet as we conceded two penalties. The game changed rapidly and the score was 2-1 to St
Marks. Again we were unlucky to clear the ball and it fell nicely to the opposition striker who tucked it
in the far corner to make it 3-1.
The boys’ resilience was shown when Max put in a brilliant cross to Lewis making the score a close 3-2.
With one final attack, the ball was played into a dangerous area and one of the opposition players
committed a foul resulting in yet another penalty. Max calmly placed the ball on the spot and smashed
it into the bottom corner.
The game ended 3-3 and there were many positives to take from the game. A stand out mention must
go to Joseph for coming into the team in goal due to an injury from Jonny. He kept the game in reach
and deserves plenty more opportunities in the position going forward. The boys will look forward to
the game against Burnt Mill next Thursday.
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