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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Wintery scenes at school today but thankfully nothing on the scale of last year. On such occasions, I rely
heavily on the estate staff and the school’s team of drivers who are quite simply second to none. They do
everything they can to keep the school running smoothly and I am very grateful for their professionalism and
commitment.
We have had a very busy end to the week with a number of trips and visits taking place. I am sure that the
Year 9, 10 and 11 drama pupils thoroughly enjoyed their trip yesterday to watch ‘The Woman in Black’.
Having seen the play myself, I suspect that they would have enjoyed what is a super, gothic tale of terror.
Today there are two other trips taking place. The Year 11 art pupils are visiting London’s art galleries and a
large number of lower school pupils are off to the O2 to work with the ‘Young Voices’ project. This latter trip
is a fantastic opportunity for young people from around the country to come together and sing at what is an
iconic venue. I look forward to hearing all about the trip and hope that the pupils enjoy what is a unique
experience.
This weekend will see the start of the Six Nations and I know that a number of parents will be supporting at
least one of the teams in the competition. Whatever the colour of your jersey, I hope that you all enjoy the
matches!
Next week I look forward to
the Year 6 Poetry Soirée
which has become a real
highlight of the school
calendar. This will be
followed on Thursday, by
Reception’s Pyjama Party!
Let’s hope that the weather
will be rather kinder next
week for our PJ clad
youngsters.
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ECO COMMITTEE
Mrs Peckham and Mr Jackson would like to introduce the new eco committee team (shown in the left
hand photograph); Eleanora, Zachary, Jack and Ben. They will be helping eco club move forward and
hopefully achieve the school’s goal of getting a Green Flag Award.
This week eco club have been looking at the school ground maps to consider the best possible areas to
site the new recycling bins around the school. Thanks to their fantastic map reading skills, we can now
order the new recycling bins and ensure they are placed in the best locations for both staff and pupils.
Well done eco club!

NATIONAL STORYTELLING WEEK
On Wednesday, the Reception and Year 3 pupils came together during library time to share stories. It
was lovely to see the older children reading so confidently and it was a great way to celebrate National
Storytelling Week.
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NATIONAL STORYTELLING WEEK
As part of National Storytelling Week, Form 3HM and Form 4C teamed up to retell the story of The
Jungle Book. They practised holding freeze frames of key parts of the story and chose a narrator to tell
each part. They had lots of fun and can’t wait for their Key Stage 2 production.
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RECEPTION ROCKETS
The Reception children enjoyed a fantastic afternoon with their families in their rocket making
workshop last Friday. Thank you to everyone that was able to attend.
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PRE-SCHOOL
To support pre-school’s latest topic, 'How does that building stay up?', the children have taken part in
some experiments to test the strength of different materials. They used a hair drier to represent the
big bad wolf and made predictions as to whether he could blow down the houses made of straw, sticks
and bricks.
The children have also created their own buildings using junk modelling items and used hammers and
melons to create a design with golf tees.

MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Nil Su and Holly in Form 3HM for
achieving their gold Mathletics certificates this week. Great
work girls.
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ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEFS
The Rotary Club Young Chef Competition is now in full swing. Here are some of the wonderful dishes
created by the Year 9 and 10 pupils in their cook off which was held last week.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


5th February - Year 9 parents evening (4.30pm - 6.45pm)



6th February - Year 3 mock wedding (1.30pm - 3pm, St Mary’s Church)



6th February - Year 6 Poetry Soirée (5pm - 6.30pm, theatre)



7th February - Year 9 - 11 set 1 maths challenge



7th February - Reception pyjama day



7th February - Lower school production technical rehearsals (9.30am - 11am)



11th February - Lower school production dress rehearsal



12th February - Year 11 to see Hitler On Trial (Midday - 5.30pm, Chelmsford Civic Theatre)



12th February - Lower school production (5pm - 7pm)



13th February - Year 1 trip to Colchester Zoo (8.15am - 3.15pm)



13th February - Lower school production (6pm - 8pm)



14th February - Pre-school Valentine’s breakfast (8.15am - 9am)



15th February - Year 6 interim reports issued



15th February - Year 3 trip to Buddhist Centre, Epping (9.30am - Midday)



15th February - Year 9 DTP/Men C vaccination (9.30am - 11.30am)
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SPORTS REPORT
FENCING
Congratulations to Jack in Year 6 who did exceptionally well in his recent fencing
competition, gaining a bronze medal in the épée section which sees him qualify
for the national finals in Sheffield later this year.
His bronze medal was even more impressive given the fact that he was not
competing in his preferred fencing discipline. There are three disciplines in
fencing (foil, sabre and épée), all of which require different techniques. Jack is a
foilest by choice but on this occasion he was competing in the épée section.
Well done Jack on an excellent result!

FOOTBALL
Report by Jude and Frankie, Year 6
The Saint Nicholas Year 6/7 football team went to Passmores School on Wednesday to play various
Harlow schools. We battled hard in our first game with great interplay between Jack and Omar which
led to the first goal. That game lifted our confidence for the upcoming games. In our second game
versus Passmores, our defence was strong and our midfield players were winning tackles but that
wasn’t quite enough as they scored two past us despite Frankie (our goalkeeper) getting very close to
them.
We went into the last game wanting to
win. Henry and Louie were a rock at the
back and Zack, Omar and Jack were
playing the balls through but it just
wasn’t enough. Then Omar lobbed the
ball over the top to Jude who placed it in
the bottom right corner of the net. We
will look forward to the upcoming
fixtures. Thank you to Mr Brown.
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SAFEGUARDING
UPDATE
Dear Parents/Guardians,
As you know, our core priority at Saint Nicholas is the safety and welfare of our pupils. Creating a happy,
safe and secure learning environment is a key part in ensuring that all of our pupils have a school setting
where they can reach their potential and enjoy their learning.
Within every half term, I would like to start sharing with you some advice and information relating to the
safeguarding of young people. This will highlight national trends relating to safeguarding issues and
cover the message delivered to our pupils within school. Furthermore, I hope the regular information
shared with you as parents will help you understand the ever changing cyber world our pupils are
growing up in, and allow you the confidence to discuss these issues at home.
Tuesday 5th February brings Safer Internet Day and, over the course of the next two weeks, the pupils at
school will take part in form time activities and assemblies to raise awareness of how to use the internet
safely. With that in mind, I would like to draw your attention to some advice for parents from the ‘Safer
Internet Day Campaign’ which can be found at; https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers.
Here you can find advice on;


How to have a conversation with your child



How to create a family agreement on use of technology



Advice on how to talk about difficult topics

I will also be sharing with you posters and advice on the safety of apps your child may be using regularly
and other information relating to safeguarding of children.
Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to the members of staff who are qualified
to assist you if you have a concerns regarding the welfare of a pupil at Saint Nicholas. The four members
of staff are shown below.
Mrs Hopkins.
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