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FROM THE
HEADMASTER’S DESK

MATHLETICS
Lucca in Form 1P has
achieved his gold
Mathletics certificate.
Well done Lucca!

A rather chilly week, reminding us all of winters past,
with frosted grounds and a definite nip in the air! As
these colder conditions are likely to continue, may I
remind parents to ensure that outdoor coats, hats,
gloves and scarves are Saint Nicholas blue or plain
navy/black and where possible, are purchased from
the school’s online uniform shop.
In assembly today we enjoyed a rather interesting
take on ‘school rules’ as represented by the Minions!
Whilst not my first point of reference for assembly
material, clearly Minions are popular beasts and
seem to hold attention in a way that my previous
assembly on democracy and Parliament did not.
Reception and Year 1 pupils certainly enjoyed it and I
will have to live up to their expectations next week!
Finding the balance at whole school assemblies is a
challenge but this unique gathering is an invaluable
opportunity to promote our whole school values. We
share how important it is to work hard and aspire to
be our best, to be kind to one another and to show
courtesy and respect. We share and celebrate
success and I hope the pupils feel that they belong to
a school with a clear vision and identity in this regard.

SCOOTER FUN
The younger children of the school have been
enjoying playing on the new scooters this week.

As we look forward to next week, may I ask parents
to avoid using the Hubbards Hall Drive for drop off
and pick up. Whilst it may appear a convenient
option, it is in fact a private thoroughfare which nonresidents have no right to use. Occasionally, for
example on Sports Day, we do ask permission to use
the road but this option may be lost if our
relationship with neighbours deteriorates. I would be
grateful for parents’ cooperation with this request.
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EXCITING NEW LANGUAGE RESOURCE
In the Languages Department, we are delighted to be able to provide our Key Stage 4 pupils with a new
digital resource which is a fantastic revision aid: www.thisislanguage.com.
We have subscribed to this exciting website and given all of our Year 10 and Year 11 French and
German pupils an individual code for login.
Pupils will be able to develop and improve their listening skills with video clips featuring young native
speakers, on different GCSE topics. They can check the vocabulary used and complete jigsaw, gap-fill or
comprehension tasks. All tasks are interactive and graded in order of difficulty and answers can be
checked immediately, providing complete autonomy. This should also prove very useful as Listening is
a skill that can be difficult to practise outside the classroom.
The website also features grammar videos, with points of grammar explained in a fun way for even the
most reluctant learners, as well as printable worksheets. We hope that our GCSE pupils will enjoy using
this resource and we would be grateful if parents would encourage their son/daughter to do so, at a
time where the Year 10 pupils are half way through their course and the Year 11 pupils need to carry
out essential revision.
May I take this opportunity to remind parents of our
younger pupils, that we continue to subscribe to
www.linguascope.com (user name: stnics/ password:
Glob4lch4t), a fabulous resource for Key Stage 2 and Key
Stage 3 (French, German and Spanish).
Bonne chance / Viel Glück!
Monique Adair- Head of Languages

DOUGH DISCO WORKSHOP
On Monday afternoon, the Pre-school held a Dough Disco
workshop and invited family members to join the fun with
activities aimed at promoting and developing the fine motor skills
of children.
Thank you to everyone that came along, it was lovely to have so
many parents attend.
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EXPLORING COMIC STRIPS
In Year 1 this week, the children have been learning all about comic strips and have been identifying
their key features. They found illustrations and sound words called ‘onomatopoeia’ and some Year 5
pupils shared their comics books with the younger children.
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YEAR 3 FOSSIL MAKING
Year 3 pupils enjoyed exploring how fossils are formed using only assorted slices of bread, gummy
dinosaurs and a heavy weight. They are now going to wait a few days to see if their predictions are
correct. Unfortunately for them, despite much pleading, they were not allowed to eat their
investigation!

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


28th January - 1st February - Year 8 exam week



29th and 30th January - Year 10 profiling interviews



30th January - Year 1 - 5 parents evening (4pm for Year 5
parents/4.30pm for other year groups - 6.30pm)



31st January - Year 9, 10 and 11 drama pupils to see Woman In Black
(midday - 7pm, London)



1st February - Young Voices (11.30am - 11pm at the O2)



1st February - Key Stage 2 multicultural dance festival (1pm - 3pm)



1st February - Year 11 GCSE art pupils to London art galleries (9am - 4.30pm)



1st February - Year 11 full reports issued



1st February - Year 9 interim reports issued



1st February - Year 10 profiling interviews



5th February - Year 9 parents evening (4.30pm - 6.45pm)



6th February - Year 6 poetry soirée



7th February - Year 9 - 11 set 1 maths challenge



7th February - Reception pyjama day



7th February - Lower school production technical rehearsals (9.30am - 11am)
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SPORTS REPORT
BASKETBALL
Report by Joseph, Year 11
Last Thursday, the Year 10 and 11 boys made Saint Nicholas School history, by taking part in the first
ever basketball match against Passmores. It was a tight game in which we took an early lead in the first
quarter due to some amazing shooting by Jared. However, the second and third quarters were more
challenging and we needed a big effort to pull it back.
Heading into the last quarter, we were 21-12 down so we decided to set a target of four baskets.
Thanks to three 3 pointers by Harry, we were in with a chance and managed to claw the score back to
24-23. Unfortunately though, this wasn't quite enough, as Passmores scored on the buzzer for the
game to end 26-23. It was a great game, well done to all players who took part.

FOOTBALL
Report by Oliver, Year 9
On Monday, the Year 8/9 boys played Stewards School. Their team was
tough opposition from the start and despite us controlling the game in the
first ten minutes, we missed valuable opportunities that saw us go two nil
down at half time. The second half was equally tough and again some
mistakes were made by us, which unfortunately saw Stewards’ team win the
match.
We have learnt from this experience and hopefully we can become a
stronger team in our next match. In particular, I felt there was some good
play from Joe.
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CROSS COUNTRY
Report by Ellie, Year 10
On Friday 18th January, over forty pupils from Saint Nicholas participated in the annual ISA regional
cross country competition at Finborough College.
Unfortunately for us, the weather was extremely cold, encouraging us to layer up. Despite the freeze,
we all managed to soldier on.
Competition was very high and there were many children running, especially in the Key Stage 2 year
groups.
Only the first ten children to finish went through to the nationals and our first pupil to qualify was Rose
in Year 7, followed by Zach in Year 8 and Ella, Ellie H, Dempsey and Lewis all in Year 10. Congratulations
to these pupils who will be taking part in the next stage of the cross country competition.
It was a tough and tiring day
for all. The notorious climb,
‘Devils Hill’ , lived up to its
name and truly was an
absolute beast for all
runners.
However, we all came away
feeling proud of our efforts
and achievements, with a
few of us thinking about
increasing our training for
the ISA national cross
country competition in
March.

FOOTBALL
Report by Charlotte, Year 9
The Year 8/9 girls football team played in a tournament
at Passmores on Thursday 17th January and won five
out of seven matches. All of the team played well and
we improved from game to game.
A special mention goes to Arabella for her first fixture
for Saint Nicholas and well done to Lucy in Year 6 for
her awesome goalkeeping. Congratulations to Lily and
Arabella who won players of the match across all of the
games.
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FOOTBALL
Report by Atul, Year 6
On Wednesday 16th January, the Year 6/7 football team participated in a football tournament at
Passmores Academy. It was absolutely freezing and raining, however that didn't stop us from winning
our first match 2-0 against Ongar, thanks to two brilliant goals from Jack. However, we were on the
receiving end against Passmores Academy and lost by two goals to nil.
Our next game was against Epping Saint John's A team. Unfortunately, we lost again 3-0 as we didn't
play as well as we could have and they were a very good team to play against.
The last game was against Epping Saint John's B team but it was just not our day and we lost 3-1,
despite a brilliant counter attack from us with Omar getting the one goal. We started playing better
towards the end and were beginning to think we could get at least two more goals back but it was too
late and the intensive ten minute football match came to an end.

TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR CAREER VISIT
Report by Ellie, Year 11
On Monday 21st January, I was lucky to have the opportunity to visit
Tottenham Hotspur’s training centre to meet with the Head Physiotherapist,
Paul Fisher. I was very excited to meet him as I knew that seeing exactly
what the job involved would inspire me to continue with my ambition of
becoming a physio.
Paul has been the Head Physiotherapist for many different teams including the GB basketball and GB
gymnastics teams. Paul took up his position at Spurs four months ago and now heads up a team of
over twenty part and full time physiotherapists, each specialising in different areas.
When I was speaking with Paul, he encouraged me to take every opportunity that I was given and
guided me on A-Level and university degree choices. I want to say a huge thank you to Mr Tucker for
organising this trip and I hope that other pupils will 7get similar opportunities in the future.

