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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
Good luck to all the pupils who are competing at the ISA Schools’ Cross Country today. It is an important 
event in our annual sporting calendar which I am delighted to be able to attend for the first time. Well done 
also to the boys and girls from Year 7, 8 and 9 who represented the school playing football this week. The 
season has got off to a positive start and I look forward to reading the match reports.  
 
This week there have also been a number of trips with Year 4 pupils visiting the Braintree Museum, Year 2 
the garden centre and Year 10 and 11 pupils visiting the Royal Academy of Art this afternoon. These trips 
and visits are a very important element within the curriculum at Saint Nicholas and I am grateful to all the 
staff who make them possible.  
 
Next week we have our first ‘cook off’ for the Rotary Club’s Young Chef competition and I am sure that the 
Year 9 and Year 10 pupils will be eager to show off their skills. The winning team will go on to represent the 
school in the first round proper. We wish all our budding chefs the very best of luck.   
 
Finally, may I thank parents who are 
taking the time to recommend the 
school to family and friends. It is very 
noticeable that a large number of 
prospective parents whom I meet 
each week, have been directed 
towards the school in this way and I 
am very grateful for your support. As 
you may know, the school does run a 
‘refer a friend’ scheme and parents 
who recommend the school may 
claim £500 off the fees invoice or 
nominate a charity as the 
beneficiary.  
 
Please ask your referrals to mention 
your name when they visit. Full 
details are available from the office. 
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ANNIVERSARY BALL 

We are now in the school’s 80th anniversary year and, as announced last year, will be holding a 
special black tie Anniversary Ball in place of the annual Summer Ball to mark this celebration. All 
current parents and staff as well as past pupils, parents and staff (over 18s only) are invited to join the 
celebrations. 
 

The Ball will take place in a marquee on the evening of Saturday 6th July from 6.30pm. Tickets can 
now be purchased for £50 per person, which includes a welcome drink, evening meal and live 
entertainment from the fantastic disco band, Uncle Funk and the Boogie Wonderland. It is set to be a 
fantastic evening.  
 

Booking forms will soon be sent home with pupils but they can also be downloaded from the school’s 
website at https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/about-us/alumni/ and, once completed, this can be 
emailed to The Friends at friends@saintnicholasschool.net to confirm your booking. Tables are likely 
to comprise of ten people, however, if your group is larger or smaller than this, then just let us know 
and arrangements can be made to accommodate your group.  
 

We hope that as many parents as possible will choose to celebrate with us. Numbers are limited, 
however, and tickets will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. We expect this to be a 
popular event so would encourage you to purchase tickets as soon as possible.  
 

 

CELEBRATE HARLOW 
Celebrate Harlow, a talent show showcasing the town’s talent, will be taking to the stage at the 
Harlow Playhouse on 30th January and Year 9 pupil and accomplished 
accordionist, Ciaran, has been invited to perform as one of the acts.  
 

Ciaran will be performing alongside singers, 
belly dancers, choirs, ballet dancers, hip hop 
performers and steel bands.  All proceeds from  
the evening will go towards Princess Alexandra  
Hospital and we wish Ciaran the best of luck for  
his performance.  

https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/about-us/alumni/
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THE SCENTED GARDEN  

 

DID ROMANS USE TOILET ROLL? 
Year 4 pupils have had great fun investigating ‘Did the Romans use toilet roll?’ in science this week. 
They used a variety of materials including a pebble, a sponge, a leaf and even their hands to see which 
was the most suitable. They tested each material to see how durable, strong, soft and absorbent it is in 
order to decide which would have made the best toilet roll. Most children decided the sponge was the 
best option! 

Year 2 pupils have enjoyed the start of the spring term learning about their new topic 'The Scented 
Garden'. They have been looking around school at the different plants, trees and flowers and have also 
had fun painting in the style of Van Gogh.  



4 

 
 

A PRE-SCHOOL WINTER WALK 
To kick start their new topic, pre-school children went on a walk exploring the school grounds and 
looking for the signs of winter. They looked at the bare trees, the grey skies, the muddy fields and the 
school pond. They also chatted about the need to wrap up warm when outside and they thought 
about how their fingers, feet, nose and cheeks felt in the cold. Pupils also saw a bird table and thought 
about how it might be nice to feed animals in the winter who might be struggling to find some food. 
What a lovely walk it was and a wonderful way to investigate winter.   

 

YEAR 2 TRIP TO HARLOW GARDEN CENTRE 
Year 2 pupils had a fantastic afternoon at Harlow Garden Centre on Wednesday. They had an 
informative talk about plants and flowers, were shown different types of seeds and given the 
opportunity to do some planting.  
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READING CHALLENGE 
Well done to the thirty children pictured below who completed the Winter Reading Challenge. They 
had to read three books, take the quiz for each book and pass the quiz with 60% or more. Super 
reading Key Stage 2.  

Well done also to Alice in Form 5P who has now read a massive one 
million words! Excellent dedication Alice.  

 

AFTER SCHOOL DT 
Owing to almost overwhelming demand, 
starting next week the following changes will 
be made to after school sessions in design 
technology. 
 

Mondays - Year 11 pupils only 
Tuesdays - Year 10 and 11 pupils only 
Wednesdays - Year 9 pupils only 
 

This will help to ensure that after school 
sessions are as beneficial and productive as 
possible for each pupils who attends.  

 

BABY NEWS 
Congratulations to 
Miss North who gave 
birth to a beautiful 
baby boy last 
Saturday. He has 
been named Eddie 
Lee Crudgington and 
weighed 7lbs 
exactly. Mother and 
baby are both doing 
well and we wish 
Miss North all the 
best as she settles 
into motherhood.  
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YEAR 4 TRIP TO BRAINTREE MUSEUM 
On Thursday, Year 4 pupils visited Braintree Museum to learn about the Romans.  
 

They learnt about Roman daily life, including what they wore and even got to try on some togas. They 
then became archaeologists and excavated some Roman artefacts, including fragments of pots, plates 
and bowls.  
 

The children also learned that the Romans introduced many roads to Britain and created the very same 
'Roman roads' that are in use today, using sand, clay and pebbles. They also made some mosaics, clay 
coil pots and Roman shields.  
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Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:  
 

 21st January - Pre-school Dough Disco workshop (1.30pm - 3pm) 
 

 22nd January - Year 11 drama pupils Stanislavski workshop (1.30pm - 4pm) 
 

 22nd January - Year 10 profiling interviews (9am - 4pm) 
 

 23rd January - Year 11 English Speaking and Listening Day 
 

 28th January - 1st February - Year 8 exam week 
 

 30th January - Lower school parents evening (4.30pm - 6.30pm) 
 

 31st January - Year 9, 10 and 11 drama pupils to see Woman In Black  
 

 1st February - Young Voices (11.30am - 9.30pm at the O2) 
 

 1st February - Key Stage 2 multicultural dance festival (1pm - 3pm) 
 

 1st February - Year 11 reports issued 
 

 1st February - Year 9 interim reports issued 
 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

YEAR 3 
ENGLISH 

Form 3HM pupils had such fun in their 
English lesson on Monday. Working in 
groups, they had to create freeze 
frames for the important events in the 
story of The Wizard of Oz.  
 
Can you work out what the children in 
each frame are showing?  
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FOOTBALL 
 

Report by Rose, Year 6 
 

Last Thursday, the Year 6 and 7 girls football team went to Passmores to compete against other Harlow 
schools. The team was made up of Olivia, Ella, Rose, Lily, Nisha, Sophie, Lucy and Katherine. Despite the 
cold, we stayed positive and put in lots of effort. Olivia and Ella saved loads of goals which benefited the 
whole team.  
 

Well done to Lucy and Katherine who both won player of the match. Although we lost our matches, we 
played well and we feel we deserved to win some of them. Well done to all of the girls who braved the 
bitter cold weather and thank you to Miss Crewe for supporting and coaching us throughout.  

SPORTS REPORT 

GOLF  
 

Following the success of the 
previous golf tournament, two 
parent-pupil tournaments have 
been confirmed for the 27th March 
and 5th June.  
 

These tournaments will take place 
at the Manor of Groves Golf and 
Country Club from 10am and the 
cost is £20 per pair.  
 

Those wishing to participate in the 
March event should register at the 
school office by 9am on 18th 
February.  


