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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
May I start the first newsletter of 2019 by wishing you
all a very Happy New Year. The new term has started off
at a great pace and I have been very pleased to see how
quickly pupils have settled into their studies. It has been
a particular pleasure to welcome a good number of new
pupils who have joined Saint Nicholas since Christmas.
From pre-school through to Year 10, we have welcomed
over twenty new pupils to the school since September.
At this time, the school role currently sits just short of
420 which puts the school in an excellent position as we
look toward the future. It is indeed an exciting time for
Saint Nicholas, as growth fuels opportunities for investment and I hope shortly to be able to share with you
our plans for further development over the coming months.
Extra-curricular clubs and activities have started this week and I would encourage all of our pupils to take
full advantage of these opportunities. Competitive fixtures have also restarted, as have the auditions for this
year’s middle and upper school production of Bugsy Malone. I wish all of the pupils involved the very best of
luck! This term the lower school are also performing the Jungle Book and we look forward to what I am sure
will be another super event.
Returning to the growth of the school, may I make a request of Year 6 parents, to let me know as soon as
possible if they decide to withdraw their children prior to entry into Year 7. Whilst I understand that parents
are required only to give a term’s notice, it is nevertheless very helpful to know as early as possible,
particularly as we have a waiting list of pupils who wish to gain admission to the school. Needless to say, I
would much prefer that all of our pupils remain with us and enjoy the excellent opportunities for personal
and academic development here at Saint Nicholas.

NEW MENUS ONLINE
The new lunch menus are on the school’s website and can be found here:
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/school-life/school-catering/
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ROYAL OBSERVATORY VISIT
On Tuesday the school was visited by two astronomers from the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, who
put on a show for each of the lower, middle and upper schools. Middle and upper school pupils learnt
about the effects of gravity and how much force is needed to leave the surface of the planet, whilst
lower school pupils looked at the structure of our Solar System and tried to get an idea of how big it
really is. Mrs Hill became the sun while her helpers showed just how small the planets are in
comparison. The audience then helped Oliver and Desmond play a game of "Habitable or Horrible" to
decide whether a far distant exoplanet would be better to live on than Earth.
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3D DESIGN REQUEST
Do you have boxes of unmade plastic models hidden away in
cupboards? Any models of tanks, planes, cars, bikes or
spaceships that were never finished?
If so, would you be willing to donate them to school for use by
GCSE pupils for model making projects? It doesn’t matter what
the model was initially as the pupils are interested in the
individual parts rather than the models themselves and are
only looking for unmade kits/parts of kits and not completed
models.
If you are able to help, please either hand them into the school
office, preferably in a bag or box, or ask your child to bring
them to Mr Smith.
Many thanks to all who are able to help with donations.

TAKING CARE OF OUR PLANET
On Thursday morning during their PSHE lesson, Reception children talked
about how to care for our planet. They discussed recycling and why it is
important to reuse things so as not to waste resources. They then went
on a walk around the school to consider how to keep the school and the
local environment safe and tidy. The children turned off lights, added
paper to the recycling bins and turned off taps before finally heading to
the playground to make sure there was no litter. On returning to the
classroom, everyone decided that a good tidy was in order, so the
children sorted the rubbish into plastics, paper and card.
The Reception teachers love recycling and would like to request for any
spare boxes etc to be brought in from home so that the children can use
them to make junk models.
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YEAR 1 MATHS
Year 1 pupils have made an excellent start to 2019.
Earlier in the week, they were learning how to tell the
time using analogue clocks. Mrs Peckham was so
impressed with how much they remembered from last
term. They worked brilliantly with their new talk partners
and enjoyed asking challenging questions to each other.

YEAR 3 TOPIC
What a start to 2019 for Year 3! Their classrooms were a
complete mess with furniture having fallen over, books strewn
across the floor and other items just littering the room. Mr
Jackson explained that there had been an incident and the pupils
needed to try and work out what had happened before filling out
a report.
Word soon got round the school
and Mrs Hopkins and Mr Bown
popped over to Year 3 as they too
had been informed about the
incident.
After some discussion and great
suggestions, they concluded that
there had been a small earthquake
in the Year 3 classrooms. What a
coincidence given that one of their
topics this term is all about extreme
earth!
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FOSSILS GALORE
Year 1 and Year 3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their workshop with Fossils Galore which took place on
Wednesday. They were excited to excavate dinosaur bones, learn about volcanoes, investigate the different types of rock and discover how fossils are formed. Year 3 pupils agreed that the best part was digging
for fossils and being allowed to keep their favourite three.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


16th January - Year 2 trip to Harlow Garden Centre (1.15pm - 3.15pm)



17th January - Year 4 trip to Braintree Museum (9am - 3.30pm)



18th January - Year 10 and 11 3D design pupils to Royal Academy of Arts
(1.15pm - 6pm)



21st January - Pre-school Dough Disco workshop (1.30pm - 3pm)



22nd January - Year 11 drama pupils Stanislavski workshop (1.30pm - 4pm)



23rd January - Year 7 Gideon Assembly



23rd January - Year 11 English Speaking and Listening Day
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