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FROM THE
HEADMASTER’S DESK
On Monday I had the pleasure of watching six
pupils from Year 8 and 9 participate in Bishop’s
Stortford’s Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks
Competition. It was a super event and I was very
proud of how our pupils managed what is a very
challenging public speaking competition. Well
done to all the pupils who took part and many
thanks, in particular, to Mrs Mandy Whyman for
her help in organising and preparing the pupils.
Well done to all those pupils involved in school
sport this week. Further fixtures are scheduled
and I look forward to watching the Year 6/7 rugby
at Enfield Ignatius College tomorrow. Good luck
also to all the pupils who are involved in the ISA
national swimming gala which will take place
tomorrow at the Olympic Pool in Stratford.
As we move towards the end of term and to
Christmas, I know that our pupils are very much
looking forward to a number of important events
in our autumn term calendar. The Year 1 and Year
2 Nativity, on Wednesday 5th December, will start
our festive season and will be followed by our
Reception Nativity on Tuesday 11th December.
The Year 3 – Year 11 Carol Service will take place
on Thursday 13th December with the Friends
Christmas Fair, on Friday 14th December,
rounding off a very busy term.
Parents are warmly invited to all these events and
we hope that the thrill of Christmas at Saint
Nicholas, will be the perfect way to start the
festive season.

PETS CORNER
COMPETITION
A huge well done to Albie in Year 1 who has won the
Harlow Pets Corner scarecrow competition.
This is a great achievement and his brilliant scarecrow
fought off some tough competition from hundreds of
other school children across Harlow.
His prize is to choose a pet from Pets Corner to
sponsor for a year and, after careful consideration,
Albie has decided to sponsor the reindeer.
Congratulations Albie!

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
A curriculum overview for middle and upper school
can now be found on the school’s website via the
following link:
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/school-life/
curriculum-overview/
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DONKEY SANCTUARY
On Friday, the pre-school children visited Ada Cole Horse and Donkey Sanctuary in Nazeing. They had a
great afternoon meeting the animals, purchasing gifts in the shop and enjoying a tasty snack in the
café.

YEAR 1 PSHE
Year 1 pupils enjoyed playing games in PSHE this week. The objective of the lesson was to learn the
importance of taking turns and the children did this very well.
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ROTARY YOUTH SPEAKS
Saint Nicholas School has once again participated in the annual Rotary Youth Speaks competition. The
senior competition was held last week, while the intermediate competition was held on Monday.
Report by Elyssa, Year 10
Last week, Poppy, Freya and myself took part in the annual Youth Speaks competition and this time we
were entered in the senior category.
We were up against seven other schools and colleges. The overall competition was incredibly strong,
making it even harder for us being one the younger teams.
After watching the first team pull out, due to a member having a bad case of nerves, we suddenly felt a
surge of anxiety and anticipation.
We were third up and once we got going, our confidence slowly grew. Freya started off with her
excellent Chairman speech followed by Poppy, who gave an exceptional main speech and handled the
question at the end superbly well.
We were incredibly proud of ourselves as we were one of only two teams that didn’t use prompt cards
throughout our speech.
Although we didn’t come first, the winning team were worthy winners. Their speech on feminism was
outstanding.
Our feedback from the judges was very positive and some helpful suggestions were given and will be
taken on board.
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YEAR 5 SCIENCE
Year 5 pupils enjoyed conducting
a science experiment with some
of the Reception and Year 2
children at the end of last week.
Class 5BM were investigating the
reaction times of people of
different ages by seeing how
quickly they caught a dropped
ruler. They discovered that some
of the youngest children had
much quicker reaction times than
some of the adults they
investigated.

FANTASTIC
FUNDRAISING

MATHLETICS

A big well done to Henry in Year 3 who fully embraced the
Children In Need fundraising for his sponsored walk, and
raised an incredible £143!
Henry raised this money
by asking family and
friends to sponsor him and
even managed to
persuade his Dad to take
the sponsorship form into
work because, in Henry’s
words, “its kind to do
things to help others.”
What a lovely attitude!
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Congratulations to Gabriella in Form 1B
who has this week earned her gold
Mathletics certificate.

MILE CHALLENGE CLUB FUNDRAISER
Mrs Hill would like to invite parents and teachers to join in with her
Mile Challenge Club on Wednesday 12th December, to raise money for
Edie's Butterfly Appeal. All donations will be greatly appreciated. The
meeting place will be under the sails by the coffee shop at 8am before
moving on to the back field to run the perimeter. Once the run is
completed, runners are invited back to the coffee shop to warm up with
a hot chocolate and mince pie. Please note that this event is open to
parents and staff only.

DEAR SANTA….
Christmas has arrived in the Pre-school and this week the children
set to work to create a wish list for Father Christmas. They carefully
selected some items they would like and cut them out before sticking
them on the paper. The letters were posted on Thursday and
everyone is keeping their fingers crossed they are on the nice list this
year!

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
Pupils are being asked to dig out their Christmas jumpers on the
last day of term, Friday 14th December, to help raise funds for
childhood cancer research.
Christmas Jumper Day will once again raise money for Edie’s
Butterfly Appeal, on behalf of the Children’s Cancer and Leukaemia
Group, and for just a £2 donation pupils may wear a Christmas
jumper and have some festive fun.
Prizes will be given for the best Christmas jumpers and all money
raised will go towards research into childhood ependymoma brain
cancer. Edie’s Butterfly Appeal is inspired by former pupil Edie
Wilson, who passed away last May aged 12 after being diagnosed
with ependymoma in Year 2.
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YEAR 2 EXPERIMENT
Year 2 pupils have been carrying
out various tests to see how
boats float.
They used plasticine to make
different shapes and predicted
whether they would float or sink.
They then tested the boats and
recorded the results.
Great experimenting
Year 2!

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


1st December - Year 6 and 7 rugby match v St Ignatius (Harlow RFC)



3rd December - Pre-school visit to Tyndalls Garden Centre



3rd December - Year 6 and 7 review evening (4pm - 5pm)



4th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity dress rehearsal (9.15am - 10.45am)



5th December - Year 8 theatre trip to see the Lion King (midday - 7.30pm)



5th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity (theatre, 2.30pm and 6pm)



6th December - Lower school pantomime trip (Chelmsford, 9.30am - 2pm)



6th December - Year 6 theatre trip to see School of Rock (12.30pm - 7.30pm)



6th December - Year 7 theatre trip to see Aladdin (12.30pm - 7.30pm)



7th December - Gifted and Talented sports day (Mark Hall Academy, 9.30am - 3pm)



7th December - Reception trip to Van Hages (9.30am - 12.30pm)



7th December - Local elderly Christmas party (theatre, midday - 4pm)



8th December - Year 6 - 11 rugby match versus Enfield Grammar (Harlow Rugby Club)



11th December - Reception Nativity performance (9.15am, theatre)



12th December - Pre-school Christmas crafts and cards workshop (2pm - 3.30pm)



13th December - Christmas lunch



13th December - Carol Service (2pm, St Mary’s Church)



14th December - Christmas Jumper Day



14th December - Christmas Fayre



14th December - Term ends

Last day of term finishing times are as follows:
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Pre-school at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 11.45am,
Year 3 to 5 at 12 midday and Year 6 to 11 at
12.15pm.

SPORTS REPORT
RUGBY
Report by Zachary, Year 6
On Thursday 22nd November, the Year 6 and 7 rugby team played Simon Balle School and enjoyed a
convincing 4-1 victory with Jack P and Louis scoring two tries each. It was a good game with some strong
tackles by Jago, Zachary, Louis, Ben and Aston. There was some great play by the boys and it was
another well deserved win.

FOOTBALL
Report by Nisha and Sophie, Year 7
On Thursday 22nd November, Year 6 and 7 girls
travelled to Passmores Academy to play a football
tournament against a number of Harlow schools.
After a few long and hard working matches, we won
the first game, drew two games and lost two.
Everyone played exceptionally well and the
teamwork was amazing.
Everyone should be proud of themselves as each
match was played with an excellent level of effort.
Well done especially to Lucy for scoring an excellent
goal and thank you to Miss Dutton for helping us
during the matches we played.
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FOOTBALL
Report by Jude, Year 6
On Friday 23rd November, Saint Nicholas’ Year 6 and 4 football teams played Forest School away. The
Year 6 team battled hard early on and were unlucky to let in two goals. However, with some great
communication we managed to get one back. Unfortunately, in the second half they scored four more
but we should all keep positive and look forward to the future games. Well done boys.
Report by Theo, Year 4
On Friday, we travelled to Forest School to play them in a football match. In the first half we were 2-0
down but we persevered and Fresh and Billy scored two fabulous goals - a volley from Fresh and an
excellent bottom corner goal from Billy. The second half started with the other team scoring another
goal but again we dug deep and went on to score another goal - this time by Charlie. Rhys, the
goalkeeper, made some excellent saves and we all had a great time. Well done boys! Let’s keep
improving and gets some wins in the future.

RUGBY
Report by Rhys, Year 7
On 21st November the Year 6 and 7 rugby team
played in an away match against Roding Valley. It
was a close match lasting fifty minutes.
In the first half, we saw some excellent tries from
Jack in Year 6 and an excellent try saver from Max,
also in Year 6. At half time the score was 5-5.
In the second half Roding Valley scored another try,
edging ahead of us and despite a strong effort from
our team, the final score ended at 6-5 to Roding 8

FOOTBALL
Report by Jack P, Year 6
On Monday 26th November,
the U11 boys football team
went to Howe Green House
School to play a match. All of
the boys played fantastically,
especially Zachary in left
midfield. Jude opened the
scoring with a powerful shot
which the keeper couldn’t
control. This was followed by
a good shot from Jack - the
ball bobbled in front of the
keeper and went in to make
it 2-0. The next three goals
came from Jude, Atul and
Jack to make it 5-0 at half
time - a great half from all the boys!
The second half was even better and there was some great football from the whole team. Zach scored
a fantastic three goals and Jack scored another two followed by a superb goal from Jack S! The match
ended 12-0 having been finished off nicely by a great goal from Zachary. We were all very proud of
ourselves. Well done to all the boys from Saint Nicholas!

NETBALL
Report by Tallulah, Year 6
On Monday 26th November we played
Howe Green school.
Although we thought we played well, sadly
we lost the match because the opposing
team had better tactics. However, we
now know what we all need to work on.
Unfortunately, Oba was substituted
because of her knee injury and although we
tried our best, Howe Green School took the
lead and we only managed one goal, scored
by Katherine in the last quarter.
The match ended with the score at
8 - 1 and we congratulated the other school
for their victory.

9

NETBALL
Report by Claudia, Year 10
On Monday 26th November we travelled
to St Marks School to play netball. The
match started off at a very fast pace and
everyone played well. After the first
quarter, St Marks were ahead but we
were determined not to let them
increase their lead. After the second
quarter, we managed to close the gap
but they were still winning and after all
four quarters had been played, St Marks
won 23-17.
There was great teamwork and
determination from all the girls who
played. A big well done to all and
particularly well done to Ellie for being awarded player of the match. We can’t wait for the next half of
the season to practise our skills and come back fighting for more fantastic results for Saint Nicholas.

RECEPTION GYMNASTICS
Reception pupils have been working on different bases to travel and balance in their gymnastics lesson
this week. They have been learning that travel involves moving from one place to another and that
balances need to be held for three seconds. They are learning to use their muscles and stretch their
feet to look like gymnasts. Lovely work Reception!
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