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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Congratulations to all the pupils involved in yesterday’s Carol Service, which was a very special occasion and
one which, I am sure, everyone present will remember as a highlight of the year. Well done to the choirs
from lower, middle and upper school who all sang beautifully. As I said yesterday, I hope that this is the year
which we will mark as the beginning of some very special choral and musical events at Saint Nicholas. There
is clearly a great deal of talent within the school and I am grateful to Mrs Jones and Mrs Bowerman for their
effort and hard work to provide the children with the opportunities to perform in this area. Well done also
to the readers who spoke with real poise and clarity. It is not a simple task to speak in front of numerous
peers, parents and staff and I was very impressed with their efforts.
This week we also enjoyed the Reception Nativity which was once again a triumph. The pupils clearly
enjoyed performing and were a credit to the school, their teachers and their parents.
Today after our traditional final assembly of the term, we are looking forward to the Christmas Fayre. This is
an event that our pupils thoroughly enjoy and is a perfect way to round off the term. Thank you to the
Friends for organising the fayre and indeed for all their help and support over the course of the year.
Finally, to the Friends, parents, staff and pupils, I wish you the very best for Christmas and the New Year. We
look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday 8th January. Have a wonderful Christmas!
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CAROL SERVICE
Further to Mr Bown’s comments in his ‘Headmaster’s Desk’ piece on the previous page, our pupils and
staff are to be congratulated for putting on a wonderful Carol Service on Thursday. We hope that
everyone in attendance enjoyed the special service and now feels ready for Christmas.

KINDNESS ELVES
Earlier this week, the kindness elves delivered candy canes for the children to give to people who help
them at school. After discussing who these people might be, such as teachers on duty, maintenance staff
and office staff, the children then went and delivered them around the school.
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RECEPTION’S TRIP TO VAN HAGES
Reception pupils very much enjoyed their trip to Van Hages last Friday. They met Father Christmas,
planted magic beans which grew into Christmas trees, enjoyed a hot chocolate and had a ride on the
carousel. A lovely time was had by all.

MATHLETICS

MUSIC SUCCESS
Congratulations to Bethany in Year 5 who is
happy to have passed her ABRSM Grade 1 piano
examination with Distinction.

Congratulations to Emily in Year 5 and Jack in
Year 2 for achieving their gold Mathletics
certificates.
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RECEPTION NATIVITY
On Tuesday, Reception children put on their ‘Nursery Rhyme Nativity’ performance. They sang
beautifully and showed such confidence that they didn’t even need music to accompany them. Well
done to all the children on a fantastic show.
Thank you to everyone who came to watch and for the kind donations which went towards raising
£107.68 for the charity, Tommy’s.
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SEASONAL COOKING
There has been some fantastic seasonal cooking and baking at the school over the last few days. Here
are a few photos showing some of the creations.

CHRISTMAS PARTIES
Lower school Christmas parties have been taking place throughout the school this week. Pupils have
had a great time eating, dancing and playing games.
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YEAR 1 PUPPET MAKING
This week, the Year 1 children finished designing and making their hand puppets. They had to carefully
follow their favourite design and use the appropriate materials for cutting and sticking. They then had
to evaluate their work, including what they liked and found tricky during the process.

FUNDRAISING TOTALS
We are so happy to have raised £1168.88 for Edie’s Butterfly Appeal, Appeal, on behalf of the
Children’s Cancer & Leukaemia Group:
£281.78 through donations at the Year 1
and 2 Nativity performances, £112 from
Mrs Hill’s Mile Challenge, £102 from the
coffee shop raffle organised by Chef Craig
(in which Alex from Year 8 won the cake),
and £673.10 from today’s Christmas
Jumper Day. Many thanks to all who
donated so generously.
Edie’s Butterfly Appeal is inspired by
former pupil Edie Wilson, who passed
away last May aged 12.
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GROVE COTTAGE FILM NIGHT
Well done to Year 10 pupils, George, Jack, Josh, Sam and Cailan for organising a
successful charity film afternoon on Monday, in aid of Grove Cottage. Lower
school pupils very much enjoyed the film, Arthur Christmas, and a total of
£286.50 was raised for the charity, which provides social and educational
activities for people of all ages with learning disabilities.

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR THE ELDERLY
Year 10 pupils put on an excellent party for the local elderly people, who seemed to very much enjoy
the hospitality and entertainment that the pupils had arranged for them. Well done to all the performers and to the organisers who have worked hard all year to ensure this was a successful event.
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YEAR 5 CAM TOYS
Year 5 pupils have spent this half term
learning about cam mechanisms. They
carefully designed ideas for their
Christmas cam toys before making and
completing them this week. What
wonderful creations, well done Year 5!

CHRISTMAS HOUSE ASSEMBLY
The whole school came together for their
annual Christmas tree house assembly last
Friday. Lower school children enjoyed
decorating the tree and everyone had some
fun showing off their dance moves, taking part
in the whole school game of musical statues.

PRE-SCHOOL CHRISTMAS
What a lovely afternoon at the pre-school Christmas carols and craft session on Wednesday! Thank you
to all that attended, we hope you enjoyed it as much as the children did.

8

YEAR 2 CASTLES
Over the last week, Year 2 pupils have been busy making their castles by covering the base with
mod-rock. It was very messy but the children thought it was fun.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the first two weeks of the spring term:


8th January - Term begins



8th January - Royal Observatory Outreach visit (9am - 2.30pm, theatre)



9th January - Year 1 and Year 3 Fossils Galore (10am - 3.30pm)



11th January - Year 3 - 6 indoor archery (9.30am - midday, Mark Hall
Academy)



14th - 18th January - Lower school creative writing week



17th January - Year 4 trip to Braintree Museum (9am - 3.30pm)
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SPORTS REPORT
RUGBY
Report by Ciaran, Year 9
On Saturday 8th December, the Saint
Nicholas Year 8 and 9 rugby team went to
Harlow Rugby Club for a match against
Enfield Grammar.
The match didn’t start off very well for us
with Enfield scoring five tries in the first
half, but when half time came around we
kept our hopes up and Mr Tucker set a
goal for us to score two tries in the
second half. As we only had nine players,
at half time Enfield Grammar’s coach
suggested that they lend us one of their
players so that both teams would have
ten. We agreed to this and went in to the
second half with the hope of scoring two
tries.
No sooner had the second half started, than our new player (from Enfield Grammar) had scored a try for
us. Then, after Ciaran narrowly missed a few tries (because of Enfield managing to hold the ball from
touching the ground), Steve came in strong, scoring our second try. Enfield Grammar then went on to
score two more tries and when we finally got possession back, Ciaran scored the third try for Saint
Nicholas, leaving the final score as 35-10 to Enfield. Big thanks to Steve and Edison who made some
amazing tackles, as well as Ciaran who was awarded man of the match.
Report by Ben, Year 7
On Saturday, the Year 7 boys played a
rugby match against Enfield Grammar
School. We were three players down so we
borrowed two of their players.
Despite still being one player down, we still
managed to beat them 14-3 with Louis
scoring five, Henry scoring three, Omar and
Rhys each scoring two and Adam, on his
debut, also scoring two. Adam was Saint
Nicholas’ man of the match. Well done to
all of the boys for giving their all.
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Report by Joseph, Year 11

Last Saturday, the Year 10 and 11 boys took part in their last rugby match of the year against Enfield
Grammar School.
Enfield Grammar took the lead early on and very quickly scored three tries in the match before half
time. However, we didn’t give up and kept on pushing them, spending the last quarter of the first half
in their half. We got together at half time and we knew we had to improve our defence. Immediately
into the second half we scored due to a try from Joe and then two more were scored by the Enfield
Grammar players who were playing for our school. However, this wasn’t enough as Enfield Grammar
then scored two more tries. The game ended at 31-15.
Well done to all the boys that took part and a special thanks to Mrs Hopkins for being our coach.

RUGBY
Report by Ben, Year 7
On Monday 10th December the Year 6/7 team played Leventhorpe in a very good,
entertaining game lead by Saint Nicholas.
It started of with a good try from Adam which came from good teamwork and
passing. We started a little slowly but worked our way into the game with lots of
good decisions and tackles made at the right time to stop our opponents from
scoring.
Louis then went on to score some strong tries just before half time. After half time, we were pretty
much dominating the ball, scoring more tries by Adam, Conrad and Jasper, which came from good
running and won us the game 7-2.
The score line did not reflect how good a team they were but we were a better team on the day. Well
done Saint Nicholas. It was a good performance from everybody.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED DAY
Report by Tallulah, Year 6
On Friday 7th of December, Tallulah , Anabelle, Zach and Atul were chosen for the gifted and talented
sporting event held at Mark Hall. The first event of the day was archery. First of all, we learnt how to
position our arm and how to fire the arrow and then we all had a go at trying to hit the moving target.
We then moved onto cheerleading where we learnt a routine that had stunts and a bit of dancing and
was great fun. After this we had our break before moving onto karate in which we learnt to punch and
kick as well as a few jumps. Finally, we moved onto BMX bike riding which we had to do outside on the
course. We negotiated some obstacles, e.g. going around the cones, and after that we took part in
some races on the course. We ended with some running races which were very competitive but fun at
the same time.
Once we had finished, we wrote about our favourite activity from the day and we also had to say what
we would like to do more of. We then got picked up by our parents and went back to school for the
last two periods of the day .
Report by Zach, Year 5
On Friday 7th December, I was delighted to have been selected for a PE gifted and talented day. The
day was filled with various activities that demonstrated our skills in sports.
I took part in numerous events that included archery, BMX races, running, cheerleading and karate, all
of which were either as an individual or as part of a team. I enjoyed the BMX racing the most, however
the karate instructor said I could go far with my ballerina feet!
It was a day full of fun, excitement and hard work, but I am so glad and grateful to have been given the
opportunity. Thank you.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED DAY CONTINUED
Report by Anabelle, Year 5
On Friday, Anabelle and Zach from Year 5 and Tallulah and Atul from Year 6
were selected to represent Saint Nicholas in a gifted and talented sporting
event for Harlow schools. It was a fun experience with lots of games and
activities such as archery, karate, BMX riding, cheerleading and fun races. We
did very well and stuck together showing some good teamwork. For the races
we got partnered up with the Church Langley School pupils who were
competitive so we found a good match!
My favourite activity by far was cheerleading as I was in the centre of
everyone with Tallulah next to me and Atul and Zach behind. Tallulah and I
were very lucky to be the flyers of our groups because we were the
lightest! The BMX riding was really fun as well and the boys really enjoyed
it. Jewel who is an expert at BMX riding came into Mark Hall Sports Centre
to teach us how to become professionals. There is a picture of him on his
BMX in the Olympic Stadium. We were learning how to punch and kick
without hurting anybody around us. Archery was very hard and I didn't get
a bulls eye once but luckily I did manage one 9. Unfortunately, I didn't hit
anything except the floor on my other seven attempts! Moving on to the
races, we all did very well being partnered with Church Langley, managing
to win all but one of our races.
All in all, it was a very fun day and I hope I get invited to more sporting events like this one.
A big thank you to Mr Stacey for hosting the day and thank you to Mr Tucker for inviting us.

Report by Atul, Year 6
On Friday 7th December, four pupils from Saint Nicholas were chosen to attend the gifted and talented
PE event at Mark Hall Sports Centre. Zach, Anabelle, Tallulah and I joined eighty-six other pupils from
schools in the Harlow area.
The aim of the day was to allow pupils to demonstrate their skills and abilities
within PE by participating in a number of physical activities. It was filled with a
lot of challenging, demanding and fun filled activities such as BMX riding,
archery, cheerleading, karate and running. My personal favourites were BMX
riding and running as they were very adventurous with multiple objects placed
on the path. It required physical agility, precision, strength and endurance.
We got to know many pupils over the course of the day and made a few friends.
It was an extremely sporty day and I enjoyed every bit of it.
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