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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
As I write my final ‘Head’s Desk’ before the half term
break, the Halloween Disco is in full flow and lower school
pupils are enjoying the tricks and treats of the occasion.
Once again, the Friends have organised a fantastic party
atmosphere and I would like to thank them and the lower
school staff for supporting the event. Next half term, on
Friday 9th November, the Friends are organising Bonfire
Night and I hope to see as many parents and children as
possible enjoying the atmosphere and the fireworks.
Fingers crossed for a dry and clear evening!
Well done to all the pupils who competed at the ISA East
Anglia Junior Swimming Gala on Wednesday. There were
sixteen schools entered and Saint Nicholas came fifth
overall which was a super performance. Well done in
particular to the Year 5 boys who won their age category.
This half term has once again been very busy and I know
that the pupils are very much looking forward to their
break. To this end, may I wish you all a super holiday. I
look forward to welcoming the pupils back at school on
Monday 5th November.

FIREWORKS EVENING
Sparklers at the ready! Our annual fireworks display will take
place on Friday 9th November 5pm - 7pm and is free of charge for
pupils, parents and their guests.
Food and drink will be available to purchase on the night from
5pm, the bonfire will be lit at 5.30pm and the firework display will
start at 6pm.
We look forward to welcoming you for what promises to be a
spectacular evening.
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YEAR 4 GO WILD!
Last week, Year 4 pupils visited Paradise Wildlife Park to extend their learning on habitats, conservation
and the environment. They enjoyed a very informative conservation talk before seeing lots of animals,
some of which, the children learned,
are now sadly endangered.

Earlier in the
term, the year
group adopted
a white tiger
called Baiku
and they
finally got to
see him even
though he was asleep. After lunch, they visited the new
Dino Park where they were able to learn more about
the creatures that have long been extinct. It was a
great day all round.

BEDAZZLE
Bedazzle Performing Arts offers drama, dance, singing and
musical theatre and sets the foundation for young people to
develop lifelong skills such as self confidence, communication
and presentation.
Sessions are held after school on Fridays (3.30pm - 5.15pm) and
are open to Year 3 pupils upwards.
Call 07903 192094 to book a free taster session for your child
after half term.
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ISA ART SUCCESS
Congratulations to the following pupils for winning their categories at the ISA Eastern Region Art
Competition which was held at the school last weekend.












Matilda, Year 10 (Art 2D Individual, KS3)
Yasmin, last year’s Year 11 (Art 2D Individual, KS4)
Rose, Year 7 (Art 3D Individual, KS2)
Edie (Art 3D Individual, KS3)
Grace, last year’s Year 11 (Art 3D Individual, KS4)
Ivy-Rose, Reception (Textiles Individual, EYFS and KS1)
Hanna, Year 8 (Textiles Individual, KS3)
Evie, last year’s Year 11 (Textiles Individual, KS4)
Georgina, Year 11 (Fashion and Accessories, KS4 and KS5)
Fleur, Year 4 (Sketchbook, EYFS - KS2)
Zoe, Year 11 (Photography, KS3 and KS4)

All of these individuals now progress to
the national ISA art finals, taking place in
Coventry on 9th November, which is a
great achievement. We wish them all the
best for this next stage.
One of last year’s Year 11 pupils, Grace,
was also awarded one of three Special
Awards presented on the day for her
outstanding ’Clay Turtle’ piece, pictured.
Congratulations also to the following
pupils who were awarded either a second
place or a highly commended: Noah (Year
2), Farai (Year 5), Abigail (Year 11), Rosie
(Reception), Freya (Year 10), Evie (last
year’s Year 11) and the children of Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 for their group ‘Butterflies’ artwork.

YEAR 3 ORIGAMI
Form 3HM have been putting their origami skills to the
test in RE, by creating a lotus flower that is one of the
Hindu symbols. Pupils found it quite tricky to repeatedly
fold the paper but have produced some beautiful
flowers.
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KIDZANIA TRIP
The Year 2 children had an amazing time at Kidzania this week. They especially loved trying their hand
at various jobs such as fire-fighters, paramedics, chocolate makers, radio presenters, news presenters
and many more!
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MY FRIEND BEAR
Reception pupils have been reading the story ‘My friend Bear’. Towards the
end of last week they discovered that two teddy bears had been left
behind in Reception and the children had to think of ways they could help
take care of them. They also produced some fantastic artwork of their own
bears from home.

YEAR 7 ENGLISH
Form 7J pupils recently enjoyed investigating the workings of the British Crown Court when they put a
character on trial as part of their English study into Roald Dahl's `Lamb to the Slaughter'. After
learning the basics of how a court operates, each pupil took on the role of either barrister, judge or
witness, thinking how best to prove the character guilty or not guilty. In addition, each pupil had a
chance to be part of a jury and to make the decision about the balance of evidence. While the mock
trials were enjoyed by all, some members of the class are clearly budding lawyers, with well-honed
cross-questioning and copies of witness statements which they presented to the judge.
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LITTLE ALICE
The pre-school team were delighted
with the great turn out for their Little
Alice drama session on Monday. Thank
you to all the parents and grandparents
that came along to join in the fun which
involved drinking tea with the Queen,
playing instruments and using the
parachute.

SCIENCE MUSEUM TRIP
Year 3 pupils very much enjoyed their trip to
the Science Museum last Thursday.
They particularly liked the
'It Takes Guts' workshop
which was a fantastic
show, if slightly disgusting
in places. Much hilarity
was had by all, particularly
when Nathan and Oliver
entered the 'Burp Factor'!
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PUZZLE DAY
The Happy Puzzle Company visited the lower school last Friday. It was a
fantastic opportunity for children from Reception to Year 5 to develop
their team work and perseverance skills. This year, class teachers have
been planning weekly problem solving lessons in mathematics, in which
children are developing a love for maths and this was really evident
when taking part in their Puzzle Day session.

GOOD LUCK MRS SHUBROOK
Mrs Shubrook will be representing the UK in the
charity team race of the OCR (Obstacle Course
Racing) World Championships this weekend. She will
be running in supporting of the Youth Sports Trust.
We wish her the best of luck!
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THE BATTLE OF TROY
In humanities, Year 3 pupils have been learning about the Ancient Greek civilization. On Wednesday they
learnt about the story of the Battle of Troy and created freeze frames for the key points of the story. Here
they are showing the final battle.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next few weeks:


22nd October - 2nd November - Half term holiday



5th November - Year 5 evacuees day



6th November - Spurs ball boys/girls (11am - 4pm Spurs ground)



6th November - Pre-school to see ‘How to Hide a Lion’ (12pm - 3pm,
Rhodes Arts Complex)



9th November - Fireworks night (5pm—7pm)



12th November - Individual school photographs



12th November - Year 10 parents evening (4.15pm - 6.30pm)



15th November - Year 10 and 11 pupils (set one) Maths in Action (9am - 5.30pm)



16th November - Scholarship assessment day



16th November - Year 9 interim reports issued



16th November - Pre-school Children In Need workshop (1.30pm - 3pm)
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SPORTS REPORT
FENCING
Report by Jack, Year 6
Last Saturday I took part in my very first fencing
tournament for the Essex County Autumn Youth
Championship. I arrived with my Mum and Dad at 11am
and matches did not finish until 6pm that evening, it was
a long day. It started with the pool rounds, with final
competitors getting through to the elimination rounds.
These matches were not easy - I won some rounds but
also lost a few to some very strong opponents. After
fencing in no less than twelve rounds, I made it through
to the finals where I faced a seasoned fencer who had
already been competing for three years. Fuelled by
adrenaline, I gave it my best shot but unfortunately he
just had the edge. Not disappointingly, I came away with
a silver medal having learnt a lot to prepare me for my
next competition.

CROSS COUNTRY
The final standings for last week’s Harlow schools cross country
competition are now in. Saint Nicholas finish third overall which
is a brilliant result. Congratulations to the whole team.
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MILE CHALLENGE CLUB
Mrs Hill would like to remind parents about the Wednesday Mile Challenge
Club which starts after half term and takes place from 8am - 8.30am. It will
initially be available to pupils in Years 3 - 5. If your child would like to
participate and you have yet to email, please email Mrs Hill asap on
katy.hill@saintnicholasschool.net as numbers are restricted.

GOLF
Well done to Harry in Year 11 who competed in the Essex Schools Golf Championship at Thorpe Hall
Golf Club on Monday, despite some challenging weather conditions.
After a shaky start missing the fairway on the first two holes and having to chip out back onto the
fairway, he went on to have a consistent round. On the back nine he carded an eight on one hole,
finding three trees all on the same hole but other than that he played to his handicap and finished in a
credible 37th position out of 58 competitors.
Taking everything into account, he had a good round representing the school especially as most of
those finishing above him had lower handicaps.
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RUGBY
Report by Jacob, Year 10
On 11th October, Year 10 and 11 played at Harlow Rugby Club against Stewards School and St Marks
School. The first game was extremely close; the score was equal until the opposition scored a great try
against us just before the final whistle. We spent the short break between the games to reflect and see
what we could have done better. We all went into the second game with a positive attitude and won
the game thanks to some excellent runs from Harry and Easton.

RUGBY
Report by Freddie, Year 9
Last week, the Saint Nicholas Year 8 and 9 rugby team competed at
Harlow Rugby Club against St Marks and Passmores.

We first played Passmores and unfortunately lost 2-1 with Edison
scoring our only try. We had a good defence and they only beat us by
running round out wide. So overall, our first match was a good one.
We then played against St Marks with another good defence and a
number of good tackles made by Steve and Edison, but unfortunately
we lost 4-0 with all of St Marks’ big forwards running through us. We
managed to hold them back before the match finished to stop them
scoring another try.
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FOOTBALL
Report by Jack, Year 6
On 12th October, boys from Year 5 and 6 went to Mark Hall School to play in a football tournament.
In the first game, all of the team played really well and we won as a result of us passing the ball around
and Jack and Jude scoring some fantastic goals. The score was 4-0.
In the second game, all of the team played really well again and we got another win. There was a
terrific save by Frankie and great goals from Atul and Jack.
In the last game, we unfortunately lost 2-1. We played well but were just out-played by a great team.
It was a great effort from all of the boys and I was proud to be part of the team.

SWIMMING
Report by Abigail, Year 6
On Wednesday 17th October, pupils from Year 4 - 6 took part in the ISA swimming gala in Ipswich. It
was a great gala and everybody tried their very best.

We arrived in Ipswich and after getting changed, we waited by the pool until they called out the first
race - breaststroke. Once completed, the breaststroke swimmers came back to the team to be met by
lots of encouraging comments such as “well done” and “you did really well”.
The backstroke swimmers were next, who also pushed hard and after that, the butterfly races went
very well too. Then it was front crawl and this was a very hard competition. We all tried our best and
some of us gained second or third place finishes. Then it was relays. These were some of the closest
heats and were very tense.
The Year 5 boys team finished in first place which was brilliant! As a team, we finished in fifth place out
of fifteen schools.
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