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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
We have enjoyed another incredibly busy week at Saint Nicholas and I suspect the pace of school will not
slow until Christmas. There are so many events and activities which take place at this time of year and it is
always a real pleasure to see pupils enjoying themselves with new and exciting opportunities. The
preparations for the Nativity are clearly well advanced for, what I am sure will be, a spectacular
performance from Reception to Year 2 pupils. For the older pupils the musical focus will be the Carol Service
and we look forward to this traditional event on Thursday 13 th December.
Last weekend it was my pleasure to attend the Independent Schools Association national art competition in
Coventry. The qualification for entry is success within the earlier regional rounds and the range and quality
of work was exceptional. I was delighted to see so many entries from Saint Nicholas pupils, all of whom
should be very proud of their efforts. Congratulations in particular to the following whose work was placed
either first, second or was highly commended.
Photography Key Stage 3 and 4
Digital Art Key Stage 4
3D Art Individual Key Stage 4
Sketchbook Key Stage 2 and under
Textiles Individual Key Stage 3
3D Art Individual Key Stage 2
3D Art Individual Key Stage 3

Winner: Owl - Zoe, Year 11
Winner: St Paul’s Cathedral - Benjamin, Year 11
Runner-up: Clay Turtle - Grace, last year’s Year 11
Highly commended: Sketchbook - Fleur, Year 4
Highly Commended: Fish - Hanna, Year 8
Highly commended: Clay Mask - Rose, Year 7
Highly commended: Cork Tree - Edie

On the sporting front, I understand from the PE staff that recent performances have been very impressive.
This week there were excellent results in netball, rugby and football and I would like to congratulate all
pupils involved. Congratulations also to all members of the Saint Nicholas swimming team who last week,
won the ISA regional gala. We look forward to hearing of their progress at the nationals on Saturday 1 st
December.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank The Friends for organising what was a superb Bonfire Night. I
know that pupils and parents thoroughly enjoyed the spectacle and it was a pleasure to see so many
families sharing the evening with us.

MACMILLAN CAKE SALE
The grand total raised for Macmillan from the bake sale last week was
an impressive £1,010.50.
Thank you once again to everyone who baked and brought in such a
wonderful selection of treats and thanks also to those who bought
them and contributed to such a worthy cause.
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SUPERHERO SURVIVAL DAY
Last Thursday, the Year 1 children had their superhero survival day dressed as their favourite
superhero. They enjoyed a variety of superhero themed activities including superhero Olympics in PE,
designing and decorating biscuits which gave them superpowers, making superhero aeroplanes and
measuring how far they could throw them in maths. So much fun and so much learning!

CAN I HAVE A DOG?
To mark the start of their
new topic - ‘Can I have a
dog?’, the pre-school
children were very lucky to
have a visit from Mrs
Schofield's pet guinea pigs,
Bubbles and Ghost. The
children learned about how
to care for guinea pigs, what
they like to eat and how to
handle them safely.
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ISA ART NATIONAL FINALS
The national final of the ISA art
competition took place last
weekend and the Saint Nicholas
School entries did exceptionally
well, gaining two first places, (Zoe in
Year 11 for her ’Owl’ photography
work, pictured and Benjamin in Year
11 for his digital art piece); one
runner up position (Grace, from last
year’s Year 11) and four Highly
Commended awards (Rose in Year
7, Hanna in Year 8, Fleur in Year 4
and Edie). Congratulations to all
those mentioned above along with
all the other participants who made
it to these finals.

YEAR 3 CHURCH VISIT
Year 3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their RE
trip to the local church, St Mary’s, earlier
this week where they were able to identify
the church’s main features that they have
been learning about in class.
A big thank you to Reverend Welch for
taking the time to show them around the
church.
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DOUGHNUT MATHEMATICS
In maths last Friday, Form 3HM carried out
the best kind of fraction investigation - the
kind that involves doughnuts!
They were challenged to cut a doughnut into
eight equal pieces with only three cuts of a
knife and it even had a few of the teachers
scratching their heads!
Ella was the first to work it out, quickly
followed by Joshua and Holly.

The children agreed that this was the tastiest
maths lesson so far this year!

MATHLETICS
Congratulations to Inioluwa from Year
5 who has achieved a gold certificate
in Mathletics.

MILE CHALLENGE
A big thumbs up to those who braved Mrs Hill’s mile
challenge club before school on Wednesday morning.
Everyone ran a PB which they hope to improve each week
and enjoyed
listening to Mrs
Hill's Christmas
playlist as they
ran around the
perimeter of the
back field according to
Mrs Hill, it is
never too early!
Also a big thank you to Ellie in Year 10, who ran alongside the
younger children and supported those who were getting a bit
tired towards the end.
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YEAR 2 MATHS
At the end of last week, to tie in with the centenary of the end of World War 1, Year 2 pupils learnt about
the money used at that time. They continued their learning about money by finding change, making
different amounts and finding as many ways as they could to make the same amount.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


19th November - Rotary Youth Speaks senior competition (7pm - 9pm,
Bishop’s Stortford College)



20th November - U10 ISA football tournament (10am - 3pm, Saint
Nicholas School)



21st November - Year 5 trip to Duxford (9am - 3.30pm)



21st November - Reception to Year 6 flu immunisation (1.30pm - 3.30pm)



23rd November - Lower school reports issued to parents



23rd November - Puzzle day 2 (9.30am - 3.30pm)



23rd November - Year 10 Skills London (midday - 5pm)



26th - 30th November - Year 11 mock examinations



26th - 30th November - Lower school assessment week



26th November - Rotary Youth Speaks competition (7pm - 9pm, Bishop’s Stortford College)



28th November - Spurs ball boys/girls (11am - 4pm)



29th November - Nativity technical rehearsals (9.15am - 10.45am)



30th November - Year 6, 7 and 8 interim reports issued



30th November - Scholarship offers made



30th November - Renaissance Reading drop in session (9am - 9.30am, coffee shop)
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SPORTS REPORT
RUGBY
Report by Jude, Year 6
Last Friday, Saint
Nicholas’ U11 rugby
team travelled to
Bedford Rugby Club for
the ISA rugby
tournament.
These were our first
games together as a
Year 6 team and we all
enjoyed the experience
very much. We played
five games against other schools throughout the day. Although we lost four of the five games, we all
learnt a lot from this experience and grew stronger as the games went on.
Our first game we lost 4-0 with Zachary putting in some strong tackles. However, we found it difficult to
get the ball for long periods. We lost the second game 2-0 with Thomas leading the team as Captain,
making some great play and tough tackles.
Between games we took part in some fun activities with the organisers and Jack actually won a
watch. Well done Jack.
We won the third game 2-0 with both tries scored by Jack who raced through the opposition on both
occasions. We all played well in this game.
The next game we unfortunately lost 5-0 but Mr Brown said they were the best team at the
tournament. Our final game we narrowly lost 1-0 in a very tight game.
We all had a great time and learnt so much from our first tournament playing together as a team. Well
done to everyone who played and thanks to Mr Brown for looking after us and coaching us to play
better.

NETBALL

MOCK EXAMINATIONS

Report by Lucy, Year 8

Mrs Fitch would like to inform parents of Year 1
and 2 pupils that due to mock examinations taking
place in the sports hall commencing on November
26th, outdoor kit now needs to be kept in school
for Games and PE lessons. An extra pair of socks is
also needed so that indoor PE socks stay clean and
dry for indoor wear.

On 12th of November, the Year 8 girls played a
netball match against Saint Marks school.
Everyone played well and they should all be really
proud of themselves. After a long and determined
match the score was level at 7-7. Each of the four
quarters were played with an excellent level of
effort from all girls and some great teamwork. The
player of the match was Lucy L but well done to all
of the girls for their exceptional effort. Thank you
Miss Crewe for umpiring the match.

Also, gymnastics club will be cancelled on Tuesday
27th November and Tuesday 3rd December as the
sports hall is not available. Apologies for the
inconvenience.
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RUGBY
Report by Zachary, Year 6
On Wednesday 14th November the Year 6 rugby team played Gosfield School at Harlow Rugby Club.
We played a great game and won with a convincing 11-1 victory. There were some fantastic tries
scored by Jack P, Jude, Jack S, Cabhan and Braydon, who scored on his debut for the team. Jack S and
Cabhan scored three tries by running through Gosfield’s whole team, showing great strength. Also,
there were some amazing tackles by Thomas and Zachary. Well played boys on a well-deserved win.

NETBALL
Report by Oba, Year 6
On Wednesday 14th of November, Angel,
Katherine, Lucy, Tallulah, Rhian , Xanthe,
Anabelle and I played against Gosfield school
in a netball match. I was chosen as the
Captain for our team for the day. Our player
of the match, Anabelle played fantastically,
considering she is a Year 5 pupil. Katherine
and Rhian scored some amazing goals. In the
second quarter of the match, Tallulah was
accidentally elbowed in the jaw by her
opponent but, in spite of the pain, she
persevered and carried on to the end. Angel
and Xanthe also played well and they did not
get discouraged when the match was
becoming difficult. Altogether we played
terrifically and we should be very proud of
our teamwork and perseverance.
7

RUGBY
Report by Ciaran, Year 9
On Monday 12th November, the Year 8
and 9 rugby team played against Roding
Valley, held at Saint Nicholas. We
started off well, making lots of tackles
and holding strong scrums but they
managed to score two tries early on in
the game. However, we didn’t give up
and after winning a scrum, Edison got
the ball and made an amazing run.
Unfortunately, he was tackled just
metres away from the try line, however
Ciaran came in and took the ball scoring
the first try for Saint Nicks.
Roding then went on to score two more tries before half time. After half time we came back strong,
with Edison starting off with an amazing run down the side line, scoring our second try. Unfortunately
Roding then went on to score another try but after some amazing tackles from Lucas and Cameron, we
managed to get the ball back and Edison scored another try for Saint Nicholas. Roding scored another
two tries and ended up winning the game 7 tries to 3.

PE NOTICE
We would like to remind parents that all after school rugby and football clubs have finished due to the
loss of light, as well as netball club on a Wednesday. Please see the updated extra-curricular sports
timetable below.
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