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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
This week our after school clubs and activities programme has been launched and clearly a great many
pupils are enjoying their opportunities. I would encourage all pupils to take advantage of these activities
which both enrich our curriculum and our children’s life at school. Competitive fixtures will also start this
week and I wish all the boys involved, in matches against Saint Edmunds tomorrow, every success.
The return of our extra-curricular programme has helped the traffic flow enormously and we appear to have
resumed normal service. Once again, I would like to thank parents for their patience and understanding.
May I remind Lower School parents that after pupils are collected by teachers at drop off in the mornings,
parents should leave the infant playground in front of Margaret Jones House. The area under the sails and
the café itself are available for parents at this time.
At the end of the school day, parents should not enter the infant playground area and Lower School pupils
should be collected as follows:
Reception: RSP should be collected from the pre-school decking
area; RSK should be collected from Mrs Shubrook under the sails;
both Year 1 classes should be collected from Miss Bullock's
classroom; both Year 2 classes should be collected from Miss
North's classroom; both Year 3 classes should be collected
from under the sails; Year 4 and 5 parents are invited to collect
children through the barrier opposite Hillingdon House and the
infant playground.
Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.

A REMINDER TO PARENTS
Pupils may wear gold studs only (one in each ear lobe) which
must be removed for PE and Games lessons. Pupils must be able
to remove the earrings themselves and keep them safe or leave
earrings at home on PE days.
Hair bows, clips, scrunchies and bands should be in school
colours: plain black, brown, white or blue and bows should be
discreet. Long hair must be tied back away from the face and
eyes and no extreme hairstyles should be worn for school.
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MATHLETICS
Max in Year 2
has achieved a
gold Mathletics
certificate. Well
done Max!

BIRTHDAYS
Last Friday marked a special birthday for Mr Bown which prompted the Reception children to spend the
day focussing on birthdays. They discussed how old they are and how old they will be on their next
birthday, they read a story about Kipper’s birthday, made a special card for Mr Bown as well as other
cards for their friends, created playdoh birthday cakes and sorted birthday cards into numerical order.
In the afternoon, the children delivered the special birthday card to Mr Bown and sung happy birthday to
him. What more could you ask for on your fiftieth birthday?

DROP AND GO
To clarify, all parents from Year 3 upwards are permitted to use the drop and go
system through the barrier in the mornings. Only in the afternoon is this route
restricted to parents of Years 4 - 7.
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RECEPTION’S LISTENING SKILLS
On Thursday last week, Reception children made listening
ears and wore them to listen in different areas of the
school. They heard the music lesson, aeroplanes, teachers,
children talking, cars, phones and the office computer.

This week in phonics the children have been continuing
to perfect their listening skills. They have played sound
bingo and ‘Mrs
Browning had a
box’ which
involved listening
to noises coming
from inside a box
and guessing what
was inside. Great
work Reception!

MOSAIC NAMES
Class RSK children have been learning to recognise and create their names using mosaics with some
beautiful results.
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COFFEE MORNINGS
A number of informal coffee mornings have been arranged in the school café over the next few weeks
whereby parents, particularly those new to the school, have the opportunity to get to know other
parents within their child’s year group.
The dates are as follows:
Reception Monday 17th September 9am - 10am
Year 3

Wednesday 26th September 9am - 10am

Year 6

Tuesday 2nd October 9am - 10am

Year 7

Wednesday 10th October 9am - 10am

We understand that parents may not be able to attend these mornings but Mr Bown is looking
forward to seeing those that can make it.
If successful, these coffee mornings may be repeated later in the year

LITTLE SAINTS
Pre-school children have had a great start to the new school year. It’s been lovely to see the returning
Little Saints as well as getting to know the new starters who have enjoyed exploring the environment
and making new friends. All of the children have settled in beautifully and proudly collected their
certificates for a great first day.
On Friday, the children enjoyed a walk around the school grounds and stopped for a spot of blackberry
picking along the way.
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CHURCHGATE STREET WALK
On Monday afternoon, Year 2 pupils went on a walk to Churchgate Street to look at the local
environment. They pointed out the human and physical features as well as discussing what materials
things were made from.

CONSTRUCTION CLUB
Extra-curricular clubs
have started this week
and the construction
club children have
been hard at work
experimenting with all
the different
equipment.
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ANCIENT GREEKS DAY
Form 3HM loved their Ancient Greeks day on Wednesday. They particularly enjoyed trying all the
different Greek food. Pitta bread dipped in honey was the favourite!

BLACKBERRY PICKING
Reception children had a lovely time blackberry picking on Wednesday. After a quick discussion about
being safe and ensuring everyone avoided nettles and thorns, the children were all very sensible and it
was a wonderful afternoon.
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YEAR 2 ART
Year 2 pupils have been learning about the artist, LS Lowry, in their art lessons. They have been looking
at his ‘industrial landscape’ painting, using magnifying glasses to closely examine the pieces of artwork
and making a note of everything they could see. They then imagined they were part of the paintings,
thinking about what they could hear, how they would feel and what they may have been doing as well
as discussing what they liked and disliked about the artwork.

STUDY PLUS
Year 9 - 11 pupils are invited to attend Study Plus which runs
every evening from 4pm - 6pm. Pupils are encouraged to work
individually and in small study groups, developing independent
learning habits and a positive work ethic.
The sessions will ensure that work is completed on time, to a high
standard, and pupils will develop study habits that will prepare
them well for the challenges of GCSE revision.
There is no charge for attendance and we strongly encourage
pupils to attend. Should you wish to discuss any aspect of this
facility please do not hesitate to contact Mr Wilson.
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A SUPER START TO YEAR 1
Both Mrs Peckham and Miss Bullock are so impressed with their new Year 1 classes. They even
managed to design a new phonics game on the smart board! Impressive work.

THE TIGER THAT CAME TO TEA
Form 2N have been looking at the story ‘The Tiger Who Came to Tea’. Earlier this week, pupils created
different freeze frames from the story and their peers had to guess what parts of the story they were
from. It was a lot of fun.
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APOLOGY FROM PERRY UNIFORM
From Caroline Bunting, Managing Director
Perry Uniform would like to apologise if our service did not meet parents' expectations in the days
leading up to the start of term. Unfortunately, we suffered delays in the delivery of the sports polo due
to a transportation issue which resulted in the stock reaching the Perry warehouse later than
expected.
Perry have a full team to answer the phones over the busy summer period but we experienced an
exceptional rise in orders which put extra pressure on the telephones lines . The response to
customers was not as swift as in previous years and Perry are sorry for any frustration and
inconvenience this caused for parents.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


15th September - Year 6 - 11 rugby match v St Edmunds College
(Saint Nicholas School, 9am - 11am)



17th September - Coffee morning for Reception parents



17th September - Year 8 girls HPV vaccination



17th September - Pupil e-safety event (9am - 4pm)



17th September - Parent e-safety event (4pm - 6pm)



18th September - Forest School Leadership Conference (selected pupils, Forest School, 8.30am 4.30pm)



20th September - Year 3 - 6 This Girl Can festival (Harlow Leisure Zone, midday - 3pm)



24th September - Whole school photograph



25th September - Year 8 Gothic Tales



26th - 28th September - Year 7 Manor Adventure, Norfolk Lakes trip



26th September - Year 9 - 11 Effective revision evening (4.15pm - 6pm)



28th September - Year 1 parents information afternoon re transition into Year 1 and expectations
(2.45pm - 3.15pm)
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