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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 7th September, 2018 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
It is a great pleasure to welcome both you and your 
children back from the summer break. I do hope that 
the holidays have recharged the batteries and that 
pupils are ready to begin, what will be, a busy and 
exciting term.  
 

May I start my first ‘Headmaster’s Desk’ of the year by 
congratulating the class of 2018 for the excellent results 
that they have achieved in their GCSE examinations. We 
were all very proud of the pupils’ efforts and wish them 
every success for the future. Whilst every pupil’s 
achievement was unique, the key indicators were also 
highly commendable. 88% of all results were graded 9-4 with 96% of all pupils achieving at least 5 GCSEs 
at grade 9-4. Whilst Saint Nicholas is broadly non-selective, our results are significantly higher than 
national figures and a testament to the hard work of pupils and staff alike. Well done all! 
 

Returning to school after the summer break often presents challenges in the first few days as the school 
run begins and new routines are embedded. In this regard I do understand that drop off and pick up can 
be a frustration and I would like to thank parents for their continuing understanding and patience. Clearly 
these are peak times for parking and traffic flow but as of next week I suspect that conditions will improve 
significantly as extra-curricular clubs start and end of school routines return to normal.  
 

On Monday 17th September may I remind parents that we will have our Internet Safety presentation 
which will start at 4.00pm. Parking for this event will be on the top field which should be accessed through 
the Hubbards Hall lane running towards ‘That Amazing Place’. Parents are invited to put children into Prep 
until the end of the presentation. There will, of course, be no additional charge for this service and 
parents must book children in by 10am on the day. 

 

EDIE’S BUTTERFLY APPEAL  
Thanks to everyone’s generosity last term, the school raised an 
impressive £1,215.76 for Edie’s Butterfly Appeal. This money 
was raised as a result of a cake sale, the non uniform day, the 
end of year Alice In Wonderland performance and generous 
parent donations.  
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BORNEO EXPEDITION 
Report by Miss Crewe 
 

July 14th marked the beginning of the Saint Nicholas School expedition to 
Borneo. The four week trip was years in the planning and, after numerous 
jabs and trips to Go Outdoors, we were finally ready for the off.  
 

After an early morning meet and a couple of flights, the team arrived in 
Kota Kinabalu. This was to be our first and last location and it presented a 
glimpse of the cultural journey that we were about to embark upon.  
 

Throughout the four weeks the team took part in a number of projects 
including community work, a jungle trek and a spot of local dancing. The 
community work consisted of building work, plastering, concreting, 
teaching and reforestation; our team worked to the bone and did the 
school and their parents proud. Whilst staying at the community camps, 
we were able to witness what life was really like for a large proportion of 
Bornean citizens and this created some moments of reflection and 
gratitude for our lives back home.  
 

The five day jungle trek was somewhat a challenge but, through tears of laughter and muscle pain, we 
made it through. We were in charge of erecting our own hammocks and slept in them come rain or 
shine, and were privy to the jungle orchestra (basically some very loud frogs). To make things even 
better, we were record breakers for time taken to walk to the next camp each day. The team really 
pulled together to support and motivate each other and we were really proud of this.  
 

We also experienced the Sabah tea plantation where we stayed for two days, post jungle survival, for a 
little rest and relaxation and to our delight, some proper showers and beds. We also treated ourselves 
to a spot of afternoon tea, not quite the Ritz but the view was sensational. There were too many 
highlights to begin to list but one morning, on a sleepy boat ride down the river, we were lucky enough 
to experience the orangutans in the wild; this was a truly awe-inspiring moment. 
 

It is difficult to put into words the impact that this life changing experience had on us as individuals but 
it is safe to say that we all learnt something new about ourselves. It was a pleasure to spend four 
weeks watching our pupils grow and develop in ways that we could not have anticipated.  
 

Well done team! 
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WELCOME TO RECEPTION 
The new Reception children have settled in very well this week. On their busy first day they shared their 
treasure boxes from home, decorated their names and listened to stories. Great work Reception, it’s 
lovely to see you settling in so well.  

 

We understand that there have been a number of issues with items of uniform not being delivered in time 
for the start of this school year and would like to apologise on behalf of Perry’s who are currently 
experiencing delays in the delivery of certain items of sportswear. Perry’s have updated us as follows: 
 

 The sports polo shirts, which were originally due to reach us by the 16th August, were unfortunately 
delayed in transit. However, they are now in stock and are being sent out this week.  

 The sports shorts on the same orders were due to be sent out with the polo shirts and, as a result, 
have unfortunately got caught up in the same delay. 

 Any orders of games sweatshirts for pre-school, Reception, Year or Year 2 placed after 13th August 
were also unfortunately delayed. However, they have arrived into stock this week and will be on 
their way to customers shortly. 

 

With the exception of the above items, all uniform orders placed before 30th August should have been 
delivered in full. Many apologies again for the inconvenience these delays have caused.  

UNIFORM UPDATE 



4 

  

TERM DATES 2018 - 2020 
2018 - 2019 

Autumn Term 2018 
Start of term – Wednesday 5th September 

Half Term – Saturday 20th October to Sunday 4th November 
Term ends – Friday 14th December* 

Spring Term 2019 
Start of term – Tuesday 8th January 

Half Term – Saturday 16th to Sunday 24th February inclusive 
Term ends – Friday 29th March* 

Summer Term 2019 
Start of term – Wednesday 24th April 

Bank Holiday – Monday 6th May 
Half Term – Saturday 25th May to Sunday 2nd June 

Term ends – Friday 12th July* 
 

2019 - 2020 
Autumn Term 2019 

Start of term – Wednesday 4th September 
Half Term – Saturday 19th October to Sunday 3rd November 

Term ends – Friday 13th December* 
Spring Term 2020 

Start of term – Tuesday 7th January 
Half Term – Saturday 15th to Sunday 23rd February inclusive 

Term ends – Friday 27th March* 
Summer Term 2020 

Start of term – Monday 20th April 
Bank Holiday – Monday 4th May 

Half Term – Saturday 23rd May to Sunday 31st May 
Term ends – Friday 10th July* 

 

*On the final day of term, pre-school ends at 11.30am, Reception-Year 2 at 11.45am, Year 3-5 at mid-
day and Year 6-11 at 12.15pm. School buses depart at 12.30pm 

 

SAVE THE DATES 
Please see below the ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks: 
 

 11th September - Year 7 Norfolk Lakes parents meeting (theatre, 4.15pm) 
 

 12th September - Reception phonics and reading meeting (theatre, 
4.30pm - 5pm) 

 

 13th September - Year 9 3D art pupils trip to Harry Potter (8.30am - 4pm) 
 

 14th September - Year 1 History Off The Page - toys 
 

 15th September - Year 6 - 11 rugby match v St Edmunds College (9am - 11am) 
 

 17th September - Pupils’ e-safety event (9am - 4pm) 
 

 17th September - Parent e-safety event (4pm - 6pm) 
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SPORTS REPORT 

THE EDIE WILSON MEMORIAL CUP 
 

By Cate Wilson 
 

A big well done to all the pupils, parents and staff who turned out for a fun charity afternoon in the glorious 
sunshine for the inaugural Edie Wilson Memorial Cup match on Sunday 2nd September. 
 

More than 200 supporters turned up to watch the match between Bishop’s Stortford Swifts (U16s) and 
Saint Nicholas’s current and former Year 11 boys in a thrilling charity game held in memory of Year 8 pupil 
Edie Wilson, who died in May following a six year battle with an ependymoma brain tumour. 
 

Edie’s brother Jacob (Year 11) captained the Swifts side while his classmate, Joseph, led out the Saint 
Nicholas squad. After a minute’s silence held in honour of Edie, the match was underway and after a closely 
fought 90 minutes, Swifts emerged victorious with the final score 8-2. 
 

Despite the defeat, Saint Nicholas players proved themselves excellent sportsmen by joining with other 
supporters to applaud the Bishop’s Stortford home team as they lifted the glass trophy. 
 

It was a fantastic opportunity for both teams to play in front of a large crowd and an impressive £1,600 was 
raised on the day from donations and a raffle for Edie’s Butterfly Appeal, which raises funds for research 
into childhood ependymoma. 
 

Thanks to Mr Tucker and all at Swifts FC for organising the game with Saint Nicholas’s pupils who were a 
credit to the school. 
 

Match report by Jacob, Year 11 
 

As a Stortford Swifts club player this was going to be a tough match for me as it meant playing against my 
Saint Nicholas’s classmates. Luckily, it was a fun charity match so everybody was in good spirits on arrival at 
the Stortford Swifts home ground at Silver Leys. 
 

After a minute’s silence in memory of my sister 
Edie, the game started with Swifts dominating and 
it looked like an early goal for the home side. 
 

However, thanks to some smart defending by Saint 
Nicholas’ centre backs, Will and Joe, Swifts were 
denied a chance to score until midway through the 
opening half with a low drive just inside the 
keeper’s right hand post. It was 1-0. 
 

By the twenty-fifth minute, and following a disallowed goal by me, Swifts had its goalkeeper to thank for 
smothering an attempt by Saint Nicks swiftly followed by saving another goal from the visitors. Almost 
immediately afterwards, a loose ball in the Saint Nicks half fell to Swifts who booted the ball into the net 
from outside the box making it 2-0. 
 

At 2-0 down, Saint Nicholas went into the break still in the game but two quick-fire strikes by Swifts early in 
the second half put a massive dent in their chances.  
 

In the fiftieth minute, Swifts made it 5-0 when the ball was bundled over the line following a corner but 
Saint Nicks found a second wind and pulled a goal back at 56 minutes and then a minute later made it 5-2.  
 

Just when it seemed the tide might be turning in the school’s direction, Swifts volleyed in from the edge of 
the box to make it 6-2. On seventy minutes they scored again before the home side netted the final goal of 
the afternoon to make it 8-2. 
 

Despite the score-line, which flattered Swifts, it was a hard fought match which remained friendly 
throughout with no players booked.  
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CHARITY SWIM  
 
Best of luck to Ciaran in Year 9 for his charity swim in Hyde 
Park on Sunday 22nd September. Ciaran will be swimming 
the Serpentine half mile in aid of Support4Sight and we wish 
him all the best for this gruelling challenge.  
 

YEAR 3 PE KIT  
 

Until now, Year 3 pupils have been getting ready for PE and games in their classrooms but they will now 
be getting ready in the changing rooms and must learn to manage different types of clothing and 
footwear themselves. Please help your child by showing them how to put on shin pads under long socks 
to better equip them for doing this quickly at changing time. All Year 3 pupils will be playing football in 
their Tuesday games sessions so will need shin pads and boots to wear with their blue kit starting next 
week. 
 

Below is a list of Year 3 kit requirements for the first half of this term which may be helpful. Please 
ensure that every item of kit is named and kits should remain at school at all times except wet swim kit. 
 

Swimming  (Form 3M - FRIDAY) (Form 3HM - WEDNESDAY) 
School yellow hat (with the pupil’s name on the outside) 
School blue costume 
Towel 
 

PE  (if pool is out of action) 
White socks 
White shirt 
White shorts 
Indoor trainers 
 

Games - football (TUESDAY)  - girls will change to netball after half term 
Blue shorts boys /skort girls 
Blue shirt 
Blue socks 
Outdoor trainers 
Football boots 
Shin pads 
Track suit 
 

If an item has not arrived from the suppliers please provide an alternative from home so that pupils can 
join in with all activities. 
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CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES  
 
Please see below the sports clubs and activities timetable for this half term. A full clubs list with many 
other activities has been emailed to parents and may also be seen on the parent area at  https://
sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school---parent-area/home/clubs-activities  

PE AND GAMES  
 
The plans for PE and Games are shown on the next two pages. These grids show the planned sport/
activity for each year group, each term.  

https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school---parent-area/home/clubs-activities
https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school---parent-area/home/clubs-activities
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