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July 2018 

 

We are very excited to announce that our Anniversary Ball 

will be taking place on the evening of Saturday 6th July 

2019. This is a prestigious black tie event for ex pupils, staff 

and parents to celebrate eighty wonderful years since Saint 

Nicholas School was founded. 
 

The evening’s festivities will take place in a marquee in the 

school’s beautiful grounds and we would love to see as 

many of you as possible there reuniting with your old 

classmates and teachers. We will be sending out further 

details with regards to how to book in the Autumn. Tickets 

will be £50 per head and will include food, entertainment 

and a complimentary drink.  
 

In the meantime, make a note in your diary, start spreading 

the word amongst your old classmates and friends and keep 

an eye on the school’s Alumni facebook page and website 

for more updates.  

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENTS  

It has been another busy year at Saint Nicholas, not least 

for our estate team as we continue at pace with our 

ambitious facilities improvement and refurbishment 

programme.  
 

Easter time saw the 

construction of an 

impressive new outdoor 

play area for Year 3 - 5 

pupils located at the 

front of the school and 

also the opening of a 

coffee shop facility for 

parents.  
 

We have an excellent site and outstanding facilities but we 

will continue to maximise our strengths and address areas 

for development. To this end, during the summer we will 

be undertaking another significant programme of 

refurbishment across the school.  
 

The strategy for the phased improvement of Hillingdon 

House will continue and there should be a notable 

difference when we return in September. Improvements 

include the refurbishment of Mountbatten corridor and an 

extension of the school’s kitchen. 
 

The sports hall and classrooms within Jubilee House, will 

also be completely refurbished.  Within each classroom, 

the traditional white board will be replaced by an 

interactive screen.  This will provide the platform for a 

remarkable range of tools and apps which will allow 

teachers to work with pupils using specialised software 

which covers every aspect of the curriculum. This is a 

significant step change for Saint Nicholas and we are 

certain it will prove a considerable asset.  
 

Saint Nicholas continues to move forward with both 

ambition and purpose and we’re delighted to be bucking 

the overall trend within the private school sector as we 

continue to see school admission numbers rising.  
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ALUMNI PROFILE - SOPHIE MORGAN 

 
 

 

 

ALUMNI PROFILE - MARTIN SHUBROOK 

 

Martin began his career at Jim Henson’s Creature Shop at 
the age of 18. He spent two years here working on 
numerous projects and on location at Shepperton Studios 
for the movie Lost in Space. 
 

After this, he worked at a children’s publishers called 
Egmont, leaving the company seven years later as the 
Creative Head of Disney Brands. 
 

He then set up his own publishing company with his 
younger brother, Paul, also an ex pupil of Saint Nicholas, 
working on projects for numerous publishing houses 
including Random House, Penguin and Usborne as well as 
publishing their own books and launching a children’s 
football magazine.  
 

After ten years running his own business, Martin then 
decided to take up the position of Creative Director of Mr 
Men at Sanrio where he oversaw all product creation for 
Europe, Middle East and Asia, as well as partnerships with 
the likes of Transport for London and McDonald’s.  
 

More recently, Martin has begun work at Escape Hunt - 
an escape room start-up that has recently gone public and 
oversees the development, design and implementation of 
escape room experiences in the UK and for over 200 
franchisees worldwide. 
 

Martin said; “I always look back with immense fondness 
when I think about my time at Saint Nicks. I was at the 
school during a time of exciting changes. My year was 
only the third year group going into the senior school with 
both boys and girls (the senior school having been all girls 
until that time). Class sizes were small and as a pupil you 
would know everyone in each class. It truly felt like a big 
family and that was largely down to the amazing 
headmaster, Mr Brant, and the incredible teachers and 
staff.” 
 

“My link with Saint Nicholas continues to this day as my 
wife, Heidi (pictured) is currently one of the Reception 
teachers. Although much has changed at Saint Nicks since 
I left in 1993, Hillingdon House still evokes the same 
feelings it did 25 years ago - that of warmth, friendship, 
family and an amazing place to learn and grow up.” 

After gaining a first class honours degree in Latin at the 
University of Leeds, Sophie began her working career at an 
events company, WBR where she launched four industry 
leading conferences within the e-commerce space.  
 

In 2016 she made the jump to working client side where 
she launched partner ecosystems for Intershop and now 
works for Neopost Shipping.  
 

Sophie attended the school between 1997 – 2009 and 
remembers her time at the school fondly.  
 

“I regard the time I spent at Saint Nicholas as being a 
significant factor in my personal and professional 
development. My business ethic and morals do, I feel, stem 
from the hardworking and positive attitude shaped during 
my formative school years.”  
 

“The teaching staff, even now, are always welcoming when 
I attend the various social events. In fact I see them now as 
part of an extended family along with the close friends 
made during my time at the school. I think it speaks 
volumes that the relationships and friendships formed at 
Saint Nicholas are still strong to this day.“ 
 

“In particular, I remember our Performing Arts lessons 
which were hugely enjoyable and, despite never being able 
to sing that well, I have very fond memories of school 
musicals and singing lessons.” 
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CONTACT US 
 

 

If you know of anyone who does not currently receive news from the school then the Alumni Committee would like to 

hear from you. With your help we would like to grow the Saint Nicholas School Alumni community even more.  
 

Please rest assured that we always seek permission from each individual in accordance with the new, more stringent 

data protection regulations that were launched in May this year. Any contact details we have are kept solely by the 

school to inform ex pupils, staff or families associated with Saint Nicholas about Alumni events and school news. 

Details will not be passed on to any third parties.  
 

Please also head over to our Alumni Facebook page which we update regularly with more Alumni and school news. The 

link is shown below: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolalumniassociation/ 
 

Also, please see below the links to the school’s main Facebook page and Twitter handle in case these are of interest: 
 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow/ 
 

Twitter - @SaintNicksSch 
 

Website - https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/ 

 
 

 

 

ALAYNE BRANT  

Last month, we were extremely saddened to hear about the passing of Alayne 

Brant, wife of former Headmaster and Alumni Committee member, Mr Geoff 

Brant.  
 

Alayne was an incredibly supportive and valued member of the school 

community and we are all very sad at the loss of such a kind and caring individual 

who dedicated so much time and love to the school.   
 

Our thoughts are with Mr Brant and the rest of his family at this most difficult 

time.  
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolalumniassociation/
https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow/
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/
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ISA WHITBREAD MEMORIAL PRIZE  

 
 

ALUMNI VISITS  

 

 
 
 
 

Earlier this year, we were very lucky to welcome ex pupil, 

Angela Westgarth back to the school to talk to Year 11 

pupils about Curriculm Vitaes, universities, gap years and 

work experience. Angela now owns an estate agency in 

Bishop’s Stortford and was able to pass on some 

invaluable career advice that she has learnt along the way 

to owning her own business. We are hugely grateful to her 

for her time.  
 

Another ex-pupil, Claudia Penny, has recently been back to 

the school to work with pupils in the art department. She 

has been giving talks on her sketchbooks, sixth form art, 

photography and textile A levels. Claudia has also led a 

couple of lessons and supported in teaching other classes. 

Thank you Claudia for all your help.  
 

Finally, 2016 leavers, Macy Glen and Millie Mitchell very 

recently returned to Hillingdon House to lead a workshop 

with the new Year 10 prefect body on the role of senior 

prefects. We wish them both all the best as they await 

their A Level results.  

OXBRIDGE NEWS 
 

Earlier this year, we were delighted to hear that two of 

our past pupils have received conditional offers from 

Oxford and Cambridge to start in September.  

Congratulations Millie Mitchell (Cambridge) and Emily 

Camp (Oxford) and good luck with your A Level results and 

for whatever path you choose thereafter.  

NOTABLE SUCCESSES 

There have been many successes and notable 
achievements since Christmas, the highlights of which are 
listed below: 
 

 Seven Saint Nicholas School swimmers competed in 

the ISA national swimming finals at the Aquatic Centre 

in Stratford and came away with one silver and two 

bronze medals.  

 Seven Saint Nicholas School runners qualified to 

compete in the ISA national cross country finals.  

 Saint Nicholas came third in the Epping Forest Inter 

Schools Karate Championships.  

 In February, Saint Nicholas School became an official 

sister Club of Tottenham Hotspur Ladies Football Club. 

 In May both the Key Stage 1 and key Stage 2 

gymnastics teams triumphed at the Harlow Key Steps 

gymnastics competition and qualified to represent 

Harlow in the Essex schools competition.  

 Saint Nicholas successfully hosted the under 11s ISA 

girls football finals for the second year running.  

 Year 8 pupil and accomplished accordion player, 

Ciaran, appeared on ITV’s ‘Little Big Shots’ hosted by 

Dawn French.  

 Claudia in Year 9 competed in her third ISA national 

triathlon finals.  

 A Saint Nicholas team won the Rotary Club’s annual 

Young Chef competition.  

 Three pupils qualified for the ISA national athletics 

finals.  

 The under 11 boys cricket team were victorious in the 

annual Harlow schools’ cricket tournament.  
 

Following their outstanding GCSE 

results in 2017, Esha Alex,  Joseph 

Suiter, and Maximilian Thompson 

were entered for the ISA Whitbread 

Memorial Prize. The Prize 

recognises and celebrates 

outstanding involvement in, and 

service to, wider aspects of school 

and community life, in conjunction 

with achieving academic excellence 

in GCSE results. 
 

We are very pleased to announce that their names have 

been added to the Roll of Honour. Although they did not 

win the Prize, being nominated is a great achievement as 

only thirty six candidates were selected from around 5000 

pupils who sat GCSEs in 2017 at ISA’s 440 member schools.  

Congratulations Esha, Joseph and Maximilian. 

 


