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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
As we come towards the end of another busy week at
Saint Nicholas, we look forward to our annual Summer
Fayre on Saturday. This is a traditional event at the school
and is a day enjoyed by all. I know that there has been a
tremendous amount of work behind the scenes and I am
grateful for the time and energy put in from the Friends,
who organise and lead the event. I look forward to seeing
parents on Saturday and I will keep my fingers firmly
crossed for some fine weather.
Over the past few weeks I am sure that parents will have read a great deal about a number of issues
nationally which have involved pupils and young people and their use of the internet. Clearly
technological innovation moves at an incredible pace; what seemed impossible five years ago is now
commonplace. Unfortunately, this rapid development of technology has not been accompanied by an
equally robust understanding of the dangers of the misuse of the internet or indeed the ethics and
responsibility with regard to publication. There is little doubt that, for all their technological
understanding, our children need guidance about what content they should appropriately access on the
internet, what pictures they should take on their camera and the importance of consent before posting
anything. As a school, we continue to try to educate pupils about all these issues and I hope that, in
partnership with parents, we can prepare our children for what is an entirely new and complex set of
challenges. To this end, we will organise another ‘Internet Safety’ event in the autumn term and I hope
that we may expect a large number of parents who wish to understand more about protecting and
guiding their children online.

CATERPILLAR FOOD BANK VISIT
This week in pre-school, it was the turn of the Caterpillar room children to visit the local food bank. They
had lots of items to donate thanks to the very generous pre-school parents - thank you!
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WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE
Year 2 pupils had a wonderful time on Friday at Waltonon-the-Naze. They investigated and took part in a
minibeast hunt, both in the long grasses and hedgerows,
and then in the afternoon they went down to the beach
and hunted in rock pools for sea creatures. The children
also learned about food chains. A highlight of the trip
was crab fishing and watching the crabs in their natural
environments. A great and tiring day was had by all.

YEAR 1 SCIENCE
This week Form 1F pupils have been learning all about forces and how a push or pull is needed to make
an object move. In their 'love to investigate' experiment, they had to answer questions about how they
could make their chosen toy move. The children found this great fun.
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JACK THE RIPPER’S LONDON
Report by Matthew, Year 8
On Tuesday 5th June, Year 8 pupils went on a school trip to
Whitechapel, London, to discover more information to help us
with our current history project about Jack the Ripper.
We came into school at the normal time and then after one
period of lessons, we left on the coach to travel into London.
Once we were there, we walked to the meeting point where
we met John, the guide, who gave us the tour entitled ‘Jack
the Ripper’s London’.

John knew a lot about Jack the Ripper and could answer every
question that we asked him. He took us to see the sites of all
the murders and explained how the appalling conditions in the
East End of London at that time made it easier for Jack the
Ripper to commit his terrible crimes. He showed us the pub
where some of the victims used to drink and a doorway where
Jack possibly wrote a message in chalk. He also gave us a very
rounded and helpful overview of the whole subject of Jack the
Ripper which will be very useful for us as we finish our project.
We were grateful to be taken on such an informative trip and hope that with this extra knowledge
about Jack the Ripper in hand, we can do even better in our history project.

YEAR 4 MATHS
Towards the end of last week, Year 4 pupils went outside to develop their knowledge of measurement.
They threw a beanbag as far as they could and used trundle wheels to measure how far they had
thrown it. They then applied their maths knowledge to record this as metres, centimetres and
millimetres. Miss Fletcher was very impressed with the children’s maths (and throwing) skills.
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MATHLETICS GOLDS
Well done to Jack, Tia, Leo and
Charlie who all received their gold
Mathletics certificates at the start
of this week.

PRE-SCHOOL’S FISHY VISITORS
To enhance pre-school’s topic on the seaside, this week they explored some fish purchased from the
fishmongers. The children had learnt about fish features previously and enjoyed looking at their scales,
eyes and mouth as well as the different patterns on them. Then they carefully passed around a rainbow
trout, a mackerel and some sprats which fascinated the children.
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TIME FOR MATHS
A fun maths lesson took place outside this week, as Year 2 and 3 pupils buddied up to share their
knowledge and understanding of time and learn about analogue and digital times. They drew a clock
on the ground using chalk, added the hours correctly and then found two twigs to represent the hands
of the clock. Year 3 pupils then challenged Year 2 children to correctly show the times they gave them
and then added on or took off minutes to see if they could still show the correct time. Great use of key
words, Year 3 and excellent time making Year 2!

YEAR 3 SCIENCE
Form 3HM pupils enjoyed investigating how far sound can travel in their science lessons this week. The
lead scientists in the group dressed for the part to verify that the work was carried out correctly in their
groups. Great work 3HM.
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MINIBEASTS
Reception children are
loving their new minibeast
topic. During ‘welly
Wednesday’ they found
lots of minibeasts and even
a beetles’ habitat.
They have also read the
story the Bad Tempered
Ladybird and gave some
thought to what makes
people bad tempered.

YEAR 1 COMPUTING
This week, Form 1F pupils had to pair
up their iPads to the electrical bluebots. They then had to follow
instructions to make their robots move.
They thought about their directions and
debugging if they made any mistakes,
and Mrs Fearon was very impressed
with their team work and the
algorithms they made.
Meanwhile Form 1N pupils took their
programmable toys outside. They worked in
teams to follow specific chalk lines to get to
the finish. They wrote each instruction
down on a whiteboard to make sure they
didn’t forget them. Great work!
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YEAR 1 ALIENS
On Monday the pupils in Form 1N used their alien designs, which were previously completed for
homework. To make their aliens, they used plasticine and shaped it in different ways to copy their
designs. Here are some of their creations.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below the save the dates for the next two weeks:


16th June - Summer Fayre (midday - 3pm)



18th June - HPV2 vaccinations for Year 8 and 9 girls



19th June - National ISA athletics



19th June - Technical rehearsal for Alice in Wonderland



20th June - Whole school Sports Day



21st June - Year 6 prom night



21st June - Year 5 and 6 girls kwik cricket tournament (9.30am - 3pm, Harlow Cricket Club)



22nd June - Best team kwik cricket (9.30am - 3pm, Harlow Cricket Club)



22nd June - Year 5 trip to Harry Potter



22nd June - Year 8 and Year 10 interim reports issued



22nd June - Year 10 nuclear experience (1pm - 5pm)



25th June - Lower school reports issued



25th June - Upper and middle school performance dress rehearsal



26th June - Pre-school Race For Life (10.15am)



26th and 27th June - Upper and middle school performance (theatre, 6.30pm - 8.30pm)



28th June - Essex Key Steps gymnastics competition



30th June - Speech Day



30th June - Summer Ball
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SPORTS REPORT
ROUNDERS
Report by Saffron, Year 9
On Monday 11th June, Year 9 girls
had a tough tournament at Burnt
Mill School. We played against
teams from various Harlow
schools, the majority of which
were made of mostly Year 10
pupils mixed with a few Year 9s.
However, we didn’t let that
change the way we played and we
finished as runners up.
Well done girls and in particular
Ellie who was awarded player of
the match.

CRICKET

TRIATHLON

Congratulations to Jack in Year 5 and Jenson in
Year 7 who have both been selected to play for
the Matching Green under 15s cricket team. We
were super impressed to hear that Jack played
his first match on Sunday and scored his first run
against a 6ft tall fifteen year old district player!
Well done!

Well done to Claudia in Year 9 who competed in
the ISA National triathlon in Herefordshire on
Wednesday. This is the third national triathlon
competition Claudia has competed in which, in
itself, is a fantastic achievement. We await the
official results.
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SPORTS DAY FOR EYFS AND KEY STAGE 1
Wednesday 20th June 1pm - 3pm
We will be sending PE kits home this week so that it can be
washed in advance of sports day. On sports day, EYSF and
infant pupils are to come to school in their PE kit and they will
not need to bring their uniform or book bag. They should
wear their white shorts, PE shirts, white socks and training
shoes and have their track suit with them in case of bad
weather. At present, many pupils do not have a full PE kit at
school, so please could we ask everyone to check their child’s
bag. NAMED bottles of water should also be brought in and if
pupils have house wrist bands they should be worn. If your
child is uncomfortable sitting on grass they should bring a
small NAMED towel to sit on (track suits may be used for
this). School sun hats may be worn in between races if it is
sunny and sun screen should be applied before school.
We plan to start the first race promptly at 1pm when the pupils from Year 3 upwards will be having
lunch. Please arrive early enough to be seated well back from the track and ready to cheer and support
your children. We politely ask parents to please keep young children well away from the track and
equipment, not to cross the track to visit your child and to stay away from the restricted area at the
finish. There will be photo opportunities for pupils finishing in first, second or third place whilst they sit
briefly in the place chairs immediately after each race. After our last race, parents may take their
children directly from the field but they MUST sign them out with the class teacher. Pupils not
collected by 3.30pm will be escorted to after school club. We hope you all enjoy the day.

SPORTS DAY HOG ROAST

KARATE

Details of the Sports Day hog roast are shown
below.

Huge well done to
Ben, William and
Theo, who
competed in the
under 28kg
category as a team
and came third in
the junior league
karate competition
on Sunday. Great
skills boys!
They are pictured
here with Sensei
Dan Thackray.
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