
   

 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENTS 

  

 

 

December 2017 

GCSE RESULTS 

The summer saw the introduction of a much debated new 
examination and grading structure for GCSEs and we are 
very happy to report that pupils and staff celebrated 
outstanding results, with 96% of all pupils gaining at least 
five A*-C (9–4) grades, 85% of all entries awarded A* -C (9-
4) grades and 25% of all entries graded as A*/A (9-7). 
 

Our warmest congratulations go to all of last year’s Year 
11 pupils. These were super results which do both the 
pupils and the school considerable credit.  
 

There were some outstanding individual performances 
with Esha (former Head Girl) and Maximilian both 
achieving A* / A (or equivalent) in all examinations. 
Pictured here with Esha and Maximilian are Joseph and 
former Head Boy, Curvis. 
 

We wish all our Year 11 leavers the very best for the 
future. 
 
 

As was mentioned in the summer newsletter, we are 
constantly looking at ways to improve the school’s facilities 
to make sure we continue to provide the best possible 
environment for our pupils to thrive and enjoy. Over the 
summer holidays our estate team worked incredibly hard 
and it is thanks to them that pupils have been able to enjoy 
some significantly improved facilities this term. The 
provision for music and learning support in Hillingdon 
House has now been appreciably enhanced, the 3D art 
room has been extended and the outdoor area in the 
infant playground completed.  
 

This term has also seen a complete refurbishment of 
Mountbatten Hall with new flooring, lights and furnishings 
and we are also working to open a small coffee shop facility 
which we believe will be popular with parents and provide 
a welcome espresso at the start of the day. This space will 
also prove useful as a space for presentations and meetings 
where a smaller venue is more appropriate.  

Other improvements made this term include the 
installation of a new remote-controlled stage lighting 
system in the theatre and a permanent cricket wicket 
which will be ready for use in the summer.  
 

The new year will see further developments and we are 
currently putting together plans for the construction of a 
new play area for the Year 3 - 5 children which will include 
a climbing element and adventurous apparatus which will 
no doubt challenge our pupils.  
 

These projects hopefully go some of the way to 
demonstrate the aspirations of the school and no doubt 
there will be more estate developments to report on in the 
next newsletter.  
 

Here are some of the 
Reception children 
and Mrs Shubrook 
enjoying Christmas 
lunch in the newly 
refurbished hall.  
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ALUMNI PROFILE - OLIVIA BARRY   

 

 
ISA INSPECTION  

Since 2010, Olivia has successfully run her own business 
called ‘Musical Memories’ which offers music therapy and 
concerts in residential, nursing and care homes for the 
elderly.  She strongly believes in the positive impact music 
can have on people’s lives. 
 

Olivia attended Saint Nicholas from 1991 – 2002.  
 

“My time at Saint Nicks was very special. I especially have 
fond memories of the music and drama departments 
where I first discovered my love of theatre. I remember the 
summer musical being the highlight of the year and when I 
was in the junior school, looking up to the ‘grown up’ Year 
11s in the title roles hoping that would one day be me. I 
remember on hot summer days lining up by the gate in the 
playground waiting to be let through to play in the orchard, 
trying to do handstands on the grass…I never did master 
them!” 

 

STRICTLY SAINT NICKS 

 

 

 
NEW PROSPECTUS 

We enjoyed watching Eastenders actor and former Saint 
Nicholas pupil, Davood Ghadami, put his best foot 
forward in this year’s Strictly Come Dancing.  
 

Whilst we were sad to see him voted off in early 
December, reaching the show’s quarter finals was no 
mean feat and we were incredibly pleased for him. 
Congratulations Davood on getting so far in the 
competition and for becoming such a wonderful dancer in 
the process. 
 

Davood has played the role of Kush Kazami in the popular 
British TV Soap Opera, Eastenders since 2014.  

Towards the end of the autumn term we had notification 
from the Independent School’s Inspectorate about a 
Regulatory Compliance inspection which took place during 
the penultimate week of term.  
 

The final report will be produced in January and the 
outcomes must unfortunately be kept confidential until 
this time. However, the inspectors very much enjoyed 
their time with us and the process was very positive.  

In January we will be unveiling a new school prospectus 
which will be more in keeping with the website. It will 
evoke a more modern and contemporary feel and will 
promote the ethos of the school which recognises the 
importance of developing the whole child whist aspiring 
towards the highest standards.  
 

The new prospectus will be available to download on our 
website in the new year and we hope you might take a 
minute or two to have a browse.  

Olivia works as a professional 
Opera singer and has 
performed with Grange Park 
Opera, Longborough Festival 
Opera, Opéra de Baugé, 
Opera Up Close and Fulham 
Opera. She is also in demand 
as a soloist for concerts and 
Oratorio where she has 
performed in venues including 
Canterbury Cathedral and St 
Paul’s Cathedral as well as 
international tours to India 
and Kenya. 
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KEEP IN TOUCH  

 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolalumniassociation/ 
 

Also, please see below the links to the school’s main Facebook 
page and Twitter handle in case these are of interest: 
 

Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow/ 
Twitter - @SaintNicksSch 
Website - https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/ 

OPEN DAY 
 

October saw one of our 
most successful Open Days 
to date and we are happy to 
report that our admissions 
numbers are on the rise, 
with waiting lists for several 
Year groups.  
 

Prospective parents who 
visited the school as part of the Open Day were highly 
complimentary about the school, its grounds and facilities 
but they rightly reserved particular praise for our pupils. 
At a time where respect and courtesy are all too often 
noticeable for their absence we are proud to see our 
young ambassadors excelling in their role as Open Day 
tour guides and representing the school so well.   

NOTABLE SUCCESSES 

There have been many successes and notable 
achievements over the last school term, the highlights of 
which are listed below: 
 

 In October Grace and Evie in Year 11 ran a very 
successful Macmillan coffee morning, raising over 
£875. Over the last three years this event has raised 
over £3,000 for this very worthwhile cause.  

 

 Amelia in last year’s Year 11 won the Key Stage 4 ISA 
National Film and Digital Art Competition and 
Georgina in Year 10 received a Highly Commended 
at the ISA National Art Competition.  

 

 Six pupils (Henry, Ellie, Joe, Claudia, Ethan and Lucy) 
have qualified for the national ISA swimming finals 
which will take place in January at the London 
Aquatics Centre.  

 

 Five pupils (Rose, Zach, Georgina, Ellie and Kiki) have 
qualified to represent West Essex in the national 
cross country finals.  

 

 In October Teddy in Year 5 won a silver medal at the 
IKU Karate World Championships in Ireland.  

 

 There were a number of successful school trips 
which took place over the autumn term including a 
Year 7 trip to Norfolk lakes, Year 4 trip to Paradise 
Wildlife Park, Year 5 trip to Braintree Museum, Year 
9 and 10 trip to Berlin, Year 4 trip to the Barbican to 
see the London Symphony Orchestra, Year 2 trip to 
Kidzania, lower school’s trip to the pantomime, 
middle school’s trip to see School of Rock in London 
and the Pre-school’s trips to the theatre and to 
Tyndall’s garden centre at Christmas time.  

 
 
 

The Alumni committee continues to work hard to establish 
contact with former pupils and staff members from the 
school. If you know of anyone who does not currently 
receive news from the school then we should like to hear 
from you. With your help we will contact these individuals 
to confirm if they would  value receiving updates from the 
school.  
 

We are also eager to hear from anyone willing to volunteer 
for the Alumni committee so please don’t hesitate to get in 
touch if you feel you can lend us some time at our next 
event.  
 

Finally, please head over to our Alumni Facebook page 
which we update regularly with more Alumni and school 
news. The link is shown below: 

 
 

 
 

80TH CELEBRATION 
 

Whilst it may seem a long way off, 2019 will soon be upon 
us and it will be a notable year for the school as we will 
mark our eightieth birthday with a number of special 
events. Details of these events will be announced over 
the next year.  

 

If you feel that you would like 
to get involved in these 
events or can help to spread 
the word please get in touch.  

https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolalumniassociation/
https://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow/
https://www.saintnicholasschool.net/
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 
The end of the autumn term is always incredibly busy at the school. We thought you might like to see what we got up 
to so please find below a few pictures of the seasonal events.  
 
We wish all of our Alumni a very Happy New Year! 
 

 

ALUMNI VISITS 

We are grateful to Alumnae, Macy Glen and Emillie Mitchell, for having visited the school 
this term to talk to the senior school pupils about their sixth form choices. The former Saint 
Nicholas Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl, are now in their last year of sixth form and are 
both Head Girls at their respective schools. The pupils they spoke to found their visit hugely 
beneficial and the advice given will no doubt prove invaluable over the coming months.  
 

We were also very appreciative of Rawley Babb’s visit to the school back in September. 
Rawley left three years ago and he came back to chat to senior pupils about future pathways, sixth form options and 
colleges. After spending a sixth form year at Leventhorpe where he had been unable to pursue art and design based 
subjects which were his preference, he then left and went to Hertford Regional College to study a two year UAL 3D 
design course, where on completion, he gained a Distinction. He is now studying a BA in industrial design and 
technology at Loughborough University.  
 

Next term we are looking forward to welcoming ex-pupil, Angela Westgarth, to the school to talk to pupils about 
careers and work experience, having got in touch with us after reading our last Alumni newsletter. Angela attended 
Saint Nicholas from the age of 4 until she was 16, leaving in 2004. She now owns an estate agency in Bishop’s Stortford 
called The Personal Property Shop which is going from strength to strength. She feels passionately that it’s important to 
give young people as much information and support in choosing the right career path and we will be thrilled to 
welcome her back for the day. 


