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FROM THE DEPUTY HEAD’S DESK
Once again it’s been another busy week at Saint Nicholas. Year 3 pupils have been to Saint Mary’s Church
to learn about the process of a baptism and to see one in action. William was the star of the lesson and
was chosen to be baptised. Much to the children’s amusement, he was dunked into the font head first,
ending up a little wet. I’m sure this is a trip the children will not forget.
The Year 11 pupils are extremely busy as they have embarked on the first part of the GCSE examination
process. Art, DT and PE practical examinations are completed this week and we move into language
speaking examinations next week. I would like to take this opportunity to give my best wishes to all of the
Year 11 pupils throughout the examination period.
The Year 9 pupils are continuing to visit the Essex Outdoors Centre, as part of the Pathways curriculum.
They are developing their ability to work as part of a team, challenging their own perceptions of how far
they can push themselves. I know they are having lots of fun, almost as much fun as Mr Brown and Mr
Tucker who have introduced this into the curriculum. My thanks to them both for this.
The PE department are now busy preparing all pupils for summer sports such as athletics, cricket and
rounders now that the summer leagues and ISA events have started. Well done to the twenty-five Year
8 - 10 boys who went to Tottenham Hotspur FC and received a coaching session form the Academy
players. Continuing with exciting football activities, we also look forward to hosting the ISA regional East
Anglia U11 girls’ football tournament on 9th May. Good luck to all the girls that take part in this event.
Finally, as we move towards the warmer summer months and more consistent weather, can I remind you
to ensure your child has sunscreen applied and a water bottle for the school day .

HAIRSPRAY
Best of luck to Zachary (Year 5), Emily (Year 4),
Bethany (Year 4) and Sienna (Year 6) who are all
performing in the Quirky Youth Theatre
production of Hairspray over the bank holiday
weekend at the Harlow Playhouse. Break a leg!
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THANK YOU TO THE FRIENDS

The lower school eco club
would like to thank the Saint
Nicholas Friends for their
generosity in buying new
gardening tools and equipment
for the club.
The new eco garden projects
are now in full swing. Pond
dipping, gardening, bug hotels,
bird hides and the new
outdoor classroom area are
just some of the exciting
activities happening this
summer term.
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YEAR 3 BAPTISM
Year 3 pupils thoroughly enjoyed their re-enactment of a baptism at the local church earlier this week.
A big thank you once again to Reverend Welch for leading the session.
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OUTDOOR FUN CLUB
Last Thursday, lower school children enjoyed their first outdoor fun club. They explored the trees in
the school grounds including the beautiful blossom tress and then used pastels to make observational
drawings. There was some lovely work.

SCHOLARSHIPS
Pupils who will enter Year 3 and Year 7 in September 2019 are invited to apply
for a scholarship. For Year 7 there are five scholarship areas: Academic, Art &
Design, Drama, Music and Sport, and Year 3 may apply for the Academic
scholarship.
Applicants will be expected to demonstrate a passion, talent and dedication in
their field and will have a good academic ability. Written and practical
assessments will take place in November.
Please see Mrs Bradley for further information and an application form. The deadline to apply is
Wednesday 17th October.

4

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
Report by Abi and Lucy, Year 10
On Saturday, we all met at school at 9 o’clock to begin our
first Duke of Edinburgh training weekend. We spent the
morning learning about first aid and what sort of food to
bring for our actual expeditions, as well as tediously
completing numerous route cards in our groups. At
lunchtime, we had to use the portable cookers to make our
own lunch using the limited food provided. Despite our
pasta being slightly crunchy, for camping food, it wasn’t too
bad! After lunch, we learnt about tents, and with much
difficulty we finally managed to put them up just outside
the tennis courts. We then completed more route cards
and after dinner we departed on a night walk in our groups.
We battled through the rain and the darkness to
arrive back at school roughly two hours later, using
our map skills and a good (?) sense of direction.
However, the highlight of the weekend was the
game of hide-and-seek that we played in Hillingdon
house, in the pitch black. It was great fun and by
the end of it, we were extremely tired and soon
went to sleep in our tents.
We were woken
up at 7am on the
Sunday morning,
and once we had
got ready, packed
our bags, taken down our tents and had breakfast, we set off on a
four hour expedition around Harlow. It was very challenging as we
had to concentrate on reading the map as well as carrying a huge
bag (weighing almost as much as us!), and by the end of it,
everybody was exceptionally tired. However, we all enjoyed it and
learnt lots of crucial skills that will definitely benefit us when we
embark on our real expedition in Hertfordshire later this month.
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS
The focus in Pre-school this week has been on caterpillars and butterflies. Currently there are
caterpillars residing in the Pre-school and as the children have been keeping a close eye on them, they
have noticed that they are starting to build their cocoons. Everyone is looking forward to watching the
caterpillars eventually emerge as beautiful butterflies.
This week, Little Saints have made their own caterpillar headbands, created the life cycle using
different pasta to represent the stages, explored water beads and made their own hungry caterpillars
using grapes and strawberries.

MATHLETICS

COMPUTER ART
This week, the children in computer art club had
a great time using the computers to create art.
They used shapes and the ‘fill’ tool to make
different pictures.

Congratulations to Tasrea in Form 1N who has
received a gold Mathletics certificate this week.
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YOUNG ARTISTS CLUB
In last week’s young artist club the children used masking taped to mark out their initials and then
carefully dabbed paint to the canvas. This week the paint was dry so they were able to remove the tape
and show off their finished canvases. Lovely work!

YEAR 1 ART

YEAR 1 MATHS

In art earlier this week, Form 1N were mixing
primary colours to make secondary colours. They
had fun showing which primary colours made
the different secondary colours and used this
skill to paint a picture.

This week in Mrs Fearon's maths group, pupils
had to add 10 or 20 to a number. Working with
their learning partner, they took turns rolling the
dice and had to add either 10 or 20 to make a
two digit number. Mrs Fearon was very
impressed!
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RECEPTION NEWS
It’s been a busy week in Reception. The
pupils have been tapping out syllables
on the tambourines in their music
lessons.

They have been working with numicon
to add two numbers together. They
were able to read the number
sentence and then select the correct
numicon plates to add together to
find the answer.

They have also been discussing
capacity. Form RSP explored the
language ‘full, half full and empty’ in
the outdoor area.
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BEDAZZLE
The Bedazzle Performing Academy starts its show term
this Friday (4th May). Any pupils aged 11 and above
who wish to book a free taster session, should email
tamara@bedazzlearts.com or telephone 07900 735566.
Bedazzle sessions run every Friday after school and
offer LAMDA examinations as well as filming and stage
opportunities.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below some save the dates for the next two weeks:


7th May - Bank Holiday



8th May - Borneo Camps International presentation to pupils (6pm - 8pm)



9th May - Year 6 - 10 mental health, online safety and cyberbullying
performance (8.55am - 9.55am)



8th May - GCSE German and Spanish speaking examinations



10th May - Year 1 and 2 Key Steps gymnastics competition (Harlow Gymnastics Club, 10am 2.45pm)



11th May - GCSE French speaking examinations



11th May - Year 9 Essex Outdoors (2pm - 3.30pm)



11th May - Year 11 nuclear wild forest (1pm - 5pm)



11th May - Year 11 last day before study leave



14th May - Year 7 PSHE Red Cross refugee and migration talk (theatre, 10am - midday)



17th May - Year 8 Red Cross first aid session (theatre, 9am - 1pm)



17th May - Geneva pre-trip meeting (theatre, 4.30pm)



18th/19th May - Duke of Edinburgh practice expedition (Hertford)
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SPORTS REPORT
CROSS COUNTRY
Report by Angelina, Year 5
On Friday 20th April, Saint Nicholas School competed in the Essex cross country
finals at Hadleigh Park, Benfleet.
Although it was very hot, we all managed to complete the course which we
found quite tough as there were so many hills. Below are our finishing positions
(out of a total of 150 competitors from various Essex schools).
Angelina (Year 5)
Jude (Year 5)
Fleur (Year 3)
Oma (Year 6)

41st
48th
62nd
63rd

The day was very enjoyable. A big well done to everyone who took part and to Mr Armstrong for
supporting us.

SPURS FOOTBALL COACHING
Report by Noah, Year 9
Last Thursday, some of the Year 8, 9 and 10 boys went to
the Spurs training grounds to be coached by some of the
under 19 Academy players who were taking a test for their
level 2 coaching. We were split into two groups and each
group participated in three sessions with three different
coaches. We learned a lot and it was an all round great
experience for the boys.
There were over twenty-five boys taking part and enjoying
the knowledge imparted by the coaches at the amazing
facilities.
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