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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Starting back to school after the Easter break it would appear that we have skipped Spring entirely and
have charged full blown into the summer. The fine weather has allowed the pupils to make the most of
the outdoor facilities and it is a pleasure to see them all playing on the lawns. The hot weather, whilst
welcome, does require some additional precautions and I would remind all parents to please ensure
pupils apply sunscreen prior to their arrival at school.
I am delighted to inform parents that the school café is now open both at drop off and pick up. We had
delayed the afternoon opening until our traffic flow had improved but it would appear that the changes
that we have made recently have been effective. I do appreciate that peak times can still be a little busy
but overall, the through flow appears less problematic.
I would to take this opportunity to share with you a message that I gave all pupils during assembly today
with regard to chewing gum. As I am sure you will appreciate, chewing gum can create an awful mess in
schools and I have reminded pupils that it is not allowed on the school site. I would be grateful if you
could reinforce this message with your children.

MATHLETICS

YEAR 4

Congratulations to Holly, Jack, Farai, Kayla and
Inioluwa for achieving their gold Mathletics award.
Great work!

Year 4 pupils have enjoyed a problem solving
maths lesson this week. They were given a
selection of cards and, working in partners and
using mathematical language, they had to give
reasons for why a particular number was the odd
one out or explain what it is worth. The year
group has also been making use of the wonderful
outdoor classroom in the lovely weather!
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DANCE DISPLAY
The Saint Nicholas School annual dancing display took place on Thursday 22nd March. It was another
fantastic effort from all the ballet pupils and the production was enjoyed by all.
Pre-school, Reception and Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 children presented a varied programme which included
ballet, tap, modern and Spanish.
The children demonstrated some of their class work exercises followed by a group item which included
‘Making Gingerbread’ danced by our budding pre-school pupils and ‘Firework Celebration’ danced by Year
3 pupils. Everyone was a ‘star’ for the show’s finale and the children had great fun dancing in front of
their friends and family.
Mrs Mitchell was delighted with the afternoon and evening performances and was hugely grateful for the
beautiful flowers with which she was presented.
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SUNFLOWERS
Our green fingered Year 1 pupils have been hard at work over the holidays, tending to their sunflowers
and this week the plants were measured to see who had won the competition for the tallest.
Well done to Kayla, Jack and James in Form 1N and Casta, Ethan and Leo in Form 1F who all won prizes.

DRAGON HUNTERS
Year 4 pupils made a very exciting discovery on the first day back, finding a dragon egg in the school
playground! They were looking for dragon clues and then miraculously they discovered a shiny, golden
egg. Carefully, they each took turns to look at and hold the egg. They are keeping the egg safe and
warm and will be writing about their discovery in their English lessons this half term.
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MARATHON NEWS
There have been some notable staff achievements over
recent weeks as over the Easter holidays both Mrs Bradley
and Mrs Shubrook participated in the London Landmarks
Half Marathon. Mrs Bradley finished in 2 hours and 22
minutes and Mrs Shubrook in 1 hour 57 minutes before
also completing the Brighton Marathon at the end of the
holidays in a new personal best time of 4 hours and 17
minutes. Congratulations to both Mrs Shubrook and Mrs
Bradley.
Mrs Shubrook and Mrs Bradley would like to say a huge
thank you to everyone for the money donated from non
uniform day as this was shared between their two charities Tommy’s and Prostate Cancer.

FAIRY TALES
Reception pupils are focusing on fairy tales this half term. This week they have been learning about
the story of the gingerbread man and have investigated what would happen if the gingerbread man
fell in the water.

4

YEAR 1 MATHS AND SCIENCE
This week Year 1 pupils have been learning all about
capacity. They now know how to read scales and
understand that you measure liquids in millilitres.

In science, Form 1N have been learning about
evergreen and deciduous trees. On Wednesday
pupils took their studies outside and looked at the
different leaves, marked them off on a list and
then sorted them into which ones they thought
were evergreen and deciduous.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below some save the dates for the next two weeks:


23rd - 27th April - Year 6 and Year 7 examination week



23rd - 26th April - GCSE art and design examinations



23rd - 25th - Year 5 residential trip to Avon Tyrrell



24th April - Year 1 trip to Hanningfield Reservoir



26th April - Year 6 and Year 7 junior maths challenge



26th April - GCSE PE mock moderation at Mark Hall Academy



26th April - Year 8, 9 and 10 coaching at Spurs Academy



27th April - Class school photographs



27th April - Year 9 Essex Outdoors (2pm - 3.30pm)



28th and 29th April - Duke of Edinburgh training weekend



30th April - Year 3 mock Baptism (2pm)



3rd May - GCSE PE moderation at Mark Hall Academy



3rd May - Year 7 and Year 8 sex and relationships talk (9am - 12.50pm)
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4th May - Year 9 Essex Outdoors (2pm - 3.30pm)

SPORTS REPORT
RUGBY TOUR
Report by Louis, Year 6
On our arrival we met our first opponents. I felt everyone
played well in the first game. We switched teams around to
give our opponents a fair chance, however, the second
game was equally successful for us and I think we gained a
lot of confidence from winning both matches.
I enjoyed the second day as we had a lot of team activities
and I also enjoyed chatting with the team over hot
chocolate in the evening.
All in all it was a fun two-day trip for everyone and I can’t
wait to do this again.

Report by Thomas, Year 6
On Thursday 22nd March a group of Year 6/7 boys went on Saint Nicholas’ first ever rugby tour. After a
long journey we arrived in Poole. We got our rugby balls and started to practise only to find we were
on marshland, which made it even more fun and made us even more muddy! After this we had a great
time walking along the beach climbing the rocks.
We had lunch at the Skate Park and left to play our first match against Poole High School. We discussed
our game plan with Mr Brown and Mr Tucker and then we were ready.
We played really well and were winning by a large margin, so we swapped some of our best players
with our opponents. However, we still won and there were some great performances from Omar,
Louis and Zen.
We then played our second game against them. This time they played all their substitutes however we
secured another win. Great results all round!
We headed back to where we
were staying and we saw our
bunkhouse for the first time.
Some of us were worried until we
got inside, but all was good.
We had sausage and mash, hot
chocolate and enjoyed a warm
log burner while we played cards.
After not a lot of sleep we made
our way to the high ropes which
was great fun and the perfect end
to the best tour ever!
Thank you Mr Brown and Mr
Tucker!
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GOLF
Congratulations to Harry in Year 10 who put in a sterling
performance at the recent Essex Schools Golf Handicap
Championship at Colne Valley.
Harry played really well, eventually finishing in a credible 7th
place overall and in 2nd place for his age group (under 16s). He
also managed to achieve an Eagle on his 4th hole and was
approached by a golfing college coach. Well done Harry on a
very successful day all round.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR SPORTS TIMETABLE
Please find below the extra-curricular sports timetable for this term.

Other clubs may be viewed on the parent area at: https://docs.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/viewer?
a=v&pid=sites&srcid=c2FpbnRuaWNob2xhc3NjaG9vbC5uZXR8c2FpbnQtbmljaG9sYXMtc2Nob29sLS0tcGFyZW50L
WFyZWF8Z3g6MzFhMjg1ZWMwNmJlNWRmNA
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