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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
There is much that you can tell about an organisation 
by its response to challenge and adversity and I must 
start my newsletter this week by thanking all the 
staff who made such an effort to ensure that we 
could remain open over the last few days. A school is 
a highly complex business where each of the moving 
parts affects the others and this week, I am 
extremely grateful to so many of my colleagues for 
ensuring the school has kept going safely and 
effectively. Quite simply, without a huge effort from 
so many of the Saint Nicholas team, the school would 
have been unable to stay open. To all of them: our 
teachers, drivers, cleaners, admin staff and estates 
team, I would like to say huge thank you and well 
done for a super effort!  
 

Next week I hope that we can look forward to some 
rather warmer weather but also to a highlight of our 
school calendar, the lower school production of ‘The 
Wizard of Oz’. I know that staff and pupils have been 
working exceptionally hard and I can’t wait to see the 
final performance. As you will be aware, tickets are 
available from the school office and are limited to a 
maximum of two per family per performance. 
 

Next week we will also welcome Year 8 parents and pupils to the rescheduled Year 8 Options Evening 
on Monday. This presentation will take place at 4.30pm in Mountbatten Hall and I look forward to 
seeing you there.  
 

As you will know we have been trialling this week, a slightly modified pupil pick up routine at the end of 
the school day. Although we have not had the best of weather conditions, traffic flow and congestion 
does appear to have been eased and I would like to continue the trial next week adding Year 4 pupils to 
those picked up beyond the barrier, opposite to Hillingdon House. Once again therefore, may I ask 
parents of Year 4, 5 and 8 to filter left through the barrier whilst parents of all other year groups should 
continue to filter right through the car park. Year 4, 5 and 8 pupils with siblings in other years should 
continue to filter right.  
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 CELEBRATING WORLD BOOK DAY 
There were some fantastic costumes on display at the beginning of the week when the lower school 
children celebrated World Book Day. Well done to everyone for their efforts. Here are some photographs 
from the day’s events.  



3 

  

 WORLD BOOK DAY CONTINUED... 
A special well done to Bethany in Reception, Kayla in Year 1, Joshua in Year 2, 
Georgina in Year 3, Mia in Year 4 and Conor in Year 5 who won the awards for 
the best costumes.  
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 YEAR 3 TRIP TO LEA VALLEY PARK 
Last week Year 3 pupils went to 
Lea Valley Park to support their 
new topic, 'Flow', which is about 
rivers.  
 
Despite the cold weather, they 
had a great time exploring the 
different features of the River 
Lea. They measured the flow of 
the river and identified lots of 
different types of wildlife. The 
children even got to sit in the bird 
hide and watch the herons, 
cormorants and great crested 
grebes. Finally, they used natural 
materials to create a piece of 
artwork to represent the river. 
Great work Year 3! 

 

 MR STARMAN 
To round off Reception’s space topic from last term, the children had a 
wonderful morning with ‘Mr Starman’ and his planetarium. The 
children learnt all about why there is day and night, the stars, 
constellations and the zodiac. They also found out about astronauts 
who had visited the moon and learnt what planets are made of. They 
were especially surprised to hear that astronauts sleep standing up! 
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GCSE FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 
Well done to the five GCSE candidates who completed their food preparation and nutrition practical 
examination on Tuesday. They each had to make three dishes in three hours, including clearing away and 
making sure the food was well presented. The following photographs demonstrate the high standards we 
have at the school in this subject. Well done to all pupils.  
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YEAR 3 GROWING POTIONS 
Form 3HM thoroughly enjoyed making their growing potions this week. The children used dragon’s 
blood, dead man’s sweat, rainbow sprinkles and many other ‘wonderful’ ingredients! After being 
measured to see if they would grow overnight, twenty-four hours later they were all very surprised to 
discover that they all had!  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Please see below some save the dates for the next couple of weeks:  

 

 CANCELLED 3rd March - ISA national cross country championships  
 

 5th March - Year 8 Rotary Club Young Chef cook off 
 

 5th March - Year 8 Options evening (4.30pm, Mountbatten Hall) 
 

 6th March - Wizard of Oz performance to lower school (2pm) 
 

 6th and 7th Match - Wizard of Oz performance (6pm) 
 

 7th March - Year 9 DTP and meningitis ACWY 
 

 8th March - Pre-school trip to Rhodes Arts Complex to see ‘A Tiger’s Tale’ (12.45pm - 3pm) 
 

 8th March - Year 8 full parents evening (4.15pm - 7pm) 
 

 9th March - Friends Mother’s Day sale (9am - 11.30am) 
 

 9th March - Year 11 Cardrome (second group of ten pupils) 
 

 9th March - Lower school film afternoon (1.30pm - 3.30pm) 
 

 10th March - School Open Morning (10am - Midday) 
 

 12th - 15th March - Year 5 Bikeability course 
 

 12th March - Little Saints Mother’s Day tea (2pm - 3pm) 
 

 12th March - Year 7 Rotary Club Young Chef cook off 
 

 12th March - Lower school open afternoon (2.45pm - 3.30pm) 
 

 13th March - Lower school mad science day 
 

 13th March - Year 7 full parents evening (4.15pm - 7pm) 
 

 14th March - Lower school parents evening (4pm - 6.30pm) 
 

 16th March - Reception trip to Boydells working farm 
 

 16th March - Year 11 Cardrome (third group of ten pupils) 
  

 

GROVE COTTAGE 
COFFEE MORNING 

We will be holding an Easter themed coffee morning 
from 9am on Tuesday 20th March in the new coffee 
shop, to raise money for Grove Cottage.   
 
There will be a raffle, an Easter treats competition 
and tea, coffee and juice will be available. Please join 
us if you can to raise money for this very worthy 
charity.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL  
 
Report by Zach, Year 7 
 

On 21st of February Year 7 boys went to Passmores Academy to play a 7- a-
side tournament against three other teams. I feel like the results are 
improving every week and we are getting better as a team. In our first match 
we won 1-0, then we lost the next 2-1 and drew the last one 2-2. Well played 
to the whole team for a fabulous team goal that started from our defence 
and worked up to Vincent, who slotted it into the bottom corner. We are 
growing in confidence every week and need to keep training hard. 

YEAR 8/9 FOOTBALL  
 

Report by James, Year 9 
 

This Monday the Year 8/9 boys hosted an astonishing game of football against Stewards School. It was a very 
even, tense game and it took a lot of effort and persistence to secure the win. Everyone put in their all and it 
paid off with some brilliant counter-attacking goals. We went behind multiple times but showed good 
character to come back every time. A good all round performance got George a hat-trick that helped the 
team a lot. Despite the couple of slip-ups in defence, it was a good performance from everyone and we kept 
going to get the last minute winner. The score ended 5-4 and we were all very happy with how the game 
went and the outcome. Well done boys. 
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NETBALL  
 
Report by Lois, Year 6 

 
The Saint Nicholas Year 6 netball team did an 
excellent job against St Marks on Wednesday 
21st February, as we know they are tough 
opponents. We started off strong by taking an 
early lead of 3-1 in the first and second session. 
In the third and final session, St Marks managed 
to pull back a lead of 8-4. We fought hard 
throughout the game and look forward to our 
next opponents. We are all training hard after 
school and hope to improve and learn from this 
match. 
 

Congratulations to Lucy, our player of the match 
for her confident play throughout the game. 
 
 
 

 
 
Report by Olivia, Year 9 
 
This week we played St Marks. It was a tough first match and unfortunately we lost. However, this does 
not reflect the way we all played and we did not let our heads go down throughout. We will take what 
we have learnt  into our next training session, implement it and put it into play next week.  


