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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Playground and Cafe
The school will re-open after half term with both the new junior playground and school café ready for
business. I know that the pupils can’t wait for the opportunity to try out the new facilities and I confess I am
looking forward to an espresso to start the day. The playground will be open for use during breaks and
lunch-times but for safety reasons will not be open either before or after school or indeed at any time
without staff supervision. The café will open initially from 8am – 9am each morning and will serve hot and
cold drinks and a variety of light snacks. The opening hours will be fairly limited in the first instance but it is
possible, if the launch proves successful, that we will also open the facility for parents at pick up times.
Please be aware that all drinks will be served in disposable cups which, if taken outside, must be fitted with
a lid.
Coming to the end of what has been a busy half term I know that
the pupils are looking forward to their break from school and to
spend time with the family. For many, the half term holidays will
be an opportunity to recharge the batteries or perhaps enjoy a ski
week in the mountains. For some, it should also be a time for
revision and I would encourage both Year 10 and Year 11 pupils,
who are preparing for their respective internal and external
examinations, to use this time wisely. I wish you all a super half
term break.

HARLOW FOODBANK
This week we received a letter from the Harlow Foodbank, thanking us
for our generous Harvest donations. These donations amounted to a
fabulous 197kg of food - a huge amount that pupils, parents and staff
should be hugely proud of.
Our support has contributed to the Harlow Foodbank being able to
continue to provide vital food and supplies to people in crisis. Many
thanks to you all for your generous donations.
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YEAR 1 TRIP TO THE ZOO
Year 1 children had the most amazing trip to Colchester Zoo on Tuesday. They fed the giraffes and
elephants, held a stick insect, touched the goats and saw some beautiful animals. They also got to ride
the train as well as testing how strong they all are. Here is a selection of photos to show how much
fun they had.
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YOUNG VOICES
A number of pupils travelled to London last Friday to sing their hearts out at the O2 for 'Young Voices
2018'. Miss Perez and Miss Dutton were incredibly proud of how well the children behaved and a
fantastic day was had by all.

PYJAMA DAY
Last Friday the Reception pupils brought their latest topic on space and ‘what happens when we fall
asleep?’ to an end with a Pyjama Day! The highlight for many of the children was making themselves a
lovely, warming hot chocolate.
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YEAR 9 CAKE SALE
Year 9 girls are raising money for Grove Cottage and their cake stall on Wednesday was a big hit. Well
done girls.

CINDERELLA STAR
Congratulations to 2017 leaver, Phoebe White who will be
playing the lead role in the ballet production of Cinderella at the
Harlow Playhouse from 12th - 15th April. We wish her all the
best and hope that some of you may get the opportunity to go
and see her perform.
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PSHEE NEWS
The PSHEE lesson focus for children in Year 6 and 7 this half term has been on the British values of
individual liberty and mutual respect.
Below are two lesson reviews on this topic written by pupils.
By Nisha and Neve, Year 6
In Year 6 we have been learning about Martin Luther
King Jr. This topic has taught us that we’re all equal no
matter what our appearance is.

Martin Luther King Jr stood up for black people by
leading protests but he never encouraged violence.
Everyone in Year 6 has been inspired by his courage
and how he never gave up. This also taught us that we should also go for our goals and never give up
on what we would like to achieve for ourselves.
We have studied Martin Luther King’s speech ‘I Have A Dream’. Analysing this speech has taught us
about his bravery and his commitment to having a society where everyone is equal. All of Year 6
enjoyed learning about such a inspiring man.
By Lucy, Year 7
7BN had a very important lesson about placing a positive value on people with differences. We learnt
all about the story of Louis Braille, the man who invented the communication system of Braille for
people who are blind. We did several exercises to see how it would be to be blind. It was very difficult
and it made us really appreciate our sight. We incorporated several things we had learnt in physics into
our work. We also linked our PSHEE work with history, French and drama.

BLUE BLOOD MOON
Last Thursday the Reception
children learnt about the super
blue blood moon after seeing it on
the way home the day before. They
learnt that the ‘blue’ refers to the
two full moons in January and isn’t
actually the colour blue. They then
used Jaffa cakes to learn about the
phases of the moon: full moon,
first quarter, crescent and new
moon (total eclipse). Unsurprisingly
the children rather enjoyed eating
the Jaffa cakes.
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RECEPTION PANCAKE RACE
Today we learnt about Shove Tuesday and that an annual tradition is to have a pancake race. We had
a pancake relay race, flipping and racing with pancakes.

SAFER INTERNET DAY
For more information about Safer Internet Day (Tuesday 6th
February) and to get advice about keeping your children safe
online please click on the following link:
http://www.saferinternetday.org.uk/
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THE STORY OF CREATION
Class 1N pupils have been learning about the story of creation. Here are some photos of them acting
out the story.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below some save the dates for the next couple of weeks:


12th - 16th February - Half term



20th February - GCSE food preparation and nutrition practical



20th February - Year 1 dinosaur day



20th February - CATS Camb art exhibition



22nd February - Reception and Year 5 astronomy roadshow (9am - 11am, theatre)



23rd February - Year 2 History Off the Page (Great Fire of London)



23rd February - Year 3 trip to Lea Valley Park



23rd February - Year 11 trip to the Cardrome (one of three dates)



26th February - 2nd March - Year 10 examination week



28th February - German play by Onatti Productions for all Year 7 - 11 German pupils (2.30pm,
theatre)



28th February - Year 8 options evening (4.30pm - 5.30pm)



1st March - Year 6 full parents evening (4.15pm - 7pm)



3rd March - ISA national cross country championships
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SPORTS REPORT
GYMNASTICS
A long but amazing day was had at our first ISA Gymnastics competition in Shrewsbury on Sunday. The
standard was exceptionally high and the girls all performed incredibly well, doing themselves and the school
proud. Their splendid efforts were rewarded by Saint Nicholas being awarded an Endeavour trophy. Well
done to Emily U, India, Fleur, Eve, Emily J and Eden.
Mrs Hill and Miss Farrow would like to say well done to all the girls and a big thank you to their parents for
taking them to the competition and for their continued support these last few weeks. Also, thank you to Ellie
and Paige for supporting the girls throughout the competition day.
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FOOTBALL

NETBALL

Report by Vincent, Year 7

Report by Paige, Year 7

The team played some astonishing football last
Wednesday. I was very pleased with the results.
We won the first two games 2-1 and 1-0 and
then we drew 1-1 and lost 2-1. We are
progressing well as a team and I believe we can
be the best team at the weekly tournaments if
we aim to work harder and are more focussed in
our training. If everyone puts in 100% and we
keep the ball at our feet we are unstoppable.

On Tuesday 6th February the Year 6/7 girls played
against Chigwell school. They did really well and
should be very proud of themselves. The score
was 8-1 to us thanks to Nicole (goal shooter) and
Ellie (goal attack). Player of the match was Paige.
We’d like to thank Mrs Oakley for her amazing
umpiring and we’d like to congratulate Sienna,
Lucy, Nicole, Ellie, Molly, Lois, Rose and Isabella
for doing extremely well in the match.

DANCE
The Year 2 children have been creating group shapes in their dance lessons this half term. Great work!
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DANCE FESTIVAL
There was some lovely recognition posted on the Harlow School Sport Partnership this week regarding
Saint Nicholas School’s hosting of the multi-cultural dance festival that was led by Mrs Fitch a couple of
weeks ago.

NOTICE FOR RECEPTION, YEAR 1 AND
YEAR 2 PUPILS

NOTICE FOR YEAR 3, 4 AND 5 PUPILS
In preparation for cross country after half term,
all pupils will need their outdoor blue kit and
studded boots for the first Wednesday games
lesson on 21st February.

After half term, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
children will be continuing to do gymnastics and
dance in their PE lessons. They will be going
outside for most of their games lessons to do
running activities and to prepare for the inter
house cross country competition.
Reception pupils will need
to start practising getting
dry and dressed
independently after their
bath or shower to prepare
for their pool sessions after
Easter.
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