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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
A very busy week at Saint Nicholas with a number of trips and visits taking place. From Year 4 visiting Layer
Marney Tower to the Year 10 and 11 Art pupils visiting the Tate, pupils have clearly enjoyed their days away.
In school itself, the Year 6 Poetry Evening has, without doubt, become a highlight of the calendar. I was
most impressed with the poise and confidence shown by all the children who, we must remember, recited
their own poetry. Many thanks to Miss Marston and Mrs Wyman for organising the event and for
supporting the children. I know all the parents attending enjoyed the performances as well as an
opportunity to share a glass of wine in good company.
Today a number of the lower school pupils are away performing
at the Young Voices Concert and we hope that they enjoy the
opportunity. I also look forward to hearing how the boys football
team get on in the U11 ISA football tournament at Stoke College.

Continuing the theme of football, given my home team Newport
County is unlikely to be playing regularly at Wembley, may I wish
them all the best next Wednesday as they play Spurs in the 4th
round replay of the FA Cup. No doubt the pupils will be keen to
let me know the score on Thursday morning!

LITTER CHAMPIONS
Well done to Year 2 pupils Ellis and Freddie who took it upon themselves to
perform an impromptu litter pick on the way home from school last week after
the strong winds had blown rubbish everywhere. The boys dislike litter and
wanted to do their bit to clean up the neighbourhood. Well done boys, you are
a great example to us all.
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DANCE FESTIVAL
Seven schools attended Harlow Schools Sports Partnership's first ever Multicultural Dance Festival
hosted by Saint Nicholas School in the theatre last Friday. The Saint Nicholas children all looked
fantastic in their Chinese costumes which were made by Mrs Fitch. Nine Year 4 girls performed a
Chinese ribbon dance and Desmond from Year 3 read a story in Cantonese. The children all worked
really hard to prepare for this event, showing their commitment by even missing their playtimes to
rehearse.
Well done to all involved and a special thank you Mrs Hayman who gave up lots of time and effort to
make the event run smoothly. Thank you also to the parents who helped Mrs Fitch with costumes,
hair styling, decorating the foyer and preparing Chinese snacks for the event. It was a lovely afternoon
which we hope to repeat annually.

ART CLUB
This term in art club pupils have been
focusing on construction and sculpture. This
week they made moving monsters using
levers and pivot points. The children's
enthusiasm ensured a fantastic end result.
Well done!
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ROCKET WORKSHOP
Thank you so much to all of the parents who made
Reception’s rocket making workshop last Thursday
such a success. The children had a wonderful time
creating their rockets and letting them fly in the
playground.

DROP OFF AND PICK UP
We would like to remind all parents that a one way system is in place between the hours of 7.30am 9am and 3pm - 6pm and that vehicles should not exit down the ‘in’ drive during these times. May we
also remind parents collecting in the afternoon, to proceed up the drive in two lanes, merging as you
bear right into the playground.
The drop and go area in operation in the mornings is for parents who are dropping off children and
leaving immediately. If parents need to park even for a short while, we would ask that you park in the
playground. Thank you for your co-operation in these important matters.
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YEAR 7’S ‘SCHOOL OF ROCK’
Further to their visit to see the musical ‘School Of Rock’, Year 7 have been busy this week learning to
sing and play ‘We Will Rock You’ with some early enthusiastic volunteers already prepared to perform
to the class. Apologies to the rest of the school if your lessons were somewhat disturbed by the rather
loud rhythmic activity coming from the music department! It ended up being quite noisy as the class
learnt the classic rhythmic chorus/chant and were more than ready to blast it out, singing at full belt
whilst beating out the rhythm. Although Miss Carmel’s ears may still be in recovery mode, it was great
fun - well done Year 7!

YEAR 2 ART
Form 2F have been enjoying decorating their personalised stones for the lower school art eco-garden
this week.
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PUZZLE TIME
The Happy Puzzle Company visited the lower school last Friday. It was a fantastic opportunity for
children from Reception to Year 5 to develop their team work and perseverance skills. This year, class
teachers have been planning weekly problem solving lessons in mathematics, where children are
developing a ‘love for Maths’ and this was really evident when they took part in their session.

BOARD GAME AND
PUZZLE CLUB
The infant children
have been having
fun at board game
and puzzle club
over the last few
weeks. Here are
some photos
showing what they
have been up to.

ALICE IN
WONDERLAND
There will be no after school
workshop for the production of Alice
in Wonderland next week Tuesday
6th February. This is due to the Year 9
parents evening which will be held in
the theatre.

Rehearsals will
commence after
half term on
Tuesday 20th
February.
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION
Year 6 pupils have been designing and making their own breakfasts in their food preparation and
nutrition classes this week. Here are some of their fantastic creations.

PIRATES IN RECEPTION
There have been pirates in Reception this week. In
phonics the children have been learning the ‘ar’
digraph. What
better way to
learnt about it
than to be
pirates? Ar me
hearties!
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YEAR 3 WEDDING BELLS
The Year 3 children had lots of fun at the mock wedding at St Mary’s Church earlier in the week. The
mock ceremony was led by the wonderful Reverend Welch and Sophie and Theo did a great job as the
lovely couple getting married. Everyone played their roles brilliantly. The groom’s best man, played by
Gray, even remembered the rings!
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KEY STAGE 2 PRODUCTION
The Key Stage 2 production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ will
take place on 6th and 7th March and the
performances will start at 6pm.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below some save the dates for the next couple of weeks:


4th February - Under 9 gymnastics competition (Shrewsbury)



5th - 9th February - Lower school assessment week



5th February - GCSE drama pupils to Harlow Playhouse to see
‘Teechers’ (7pm)



6th February - Year 1 trip to Colchester Zoo



7th February - Year 11 geography fieldwork trip to Ilford town centre



8th February - Year 8 and 9 French pupils trip to British Film Institute



8th February - Year 10 Poetry Live



8th February - Little Saints Valentine’s Day workshop (2pm - 3pm)



8th February - Year 9 parents evening



12th - 16th February - Half term



20th February - GCSE food preparation and nutrition practical



20th February - Year 1 dinosaur day



20th February - CATS Camb art exhibition



22nd February - Reception and Year 5 astronomy roadshow (9am - 11am, theatre)



23rd February - Year 2 History Off the Page (Great Fire of London)



23rd February - Year 3 trip to Lea Valley Park



23rd February - Year 11 trip to the Cardrome (one of three dates)
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SPORTS REPORT
KARATE
This year's Epping Forest Inter Schools Karate Championships saw sixteen schools battle it out with over 180
children from local primary schools taking part. This was a 30% increase on last year’s participation
numbers!
This year saw sixteen kata events and eighteen kumite events, delivered by the highly experienced United
Karate Association team that hosted the event. There were cups for the overall top three school teams and
also for the top three small schools. The latter was a new award for this year.
The annual event was supported by an enthusiastic audience of parents and volunteers who cheered every
effort and everyone was grateful for their support.
Before the main presentation there were three awards presented for 'great attitude', one of which went to a
Saint Nicholas pupil. Congratulations to William in Year 3 for winning this award.
In each event, ten points were awarded for a gold, eight points for silver and five points for bronze. The
top eight scores were then counted to make the school’s total.
The medals were presented by Sensei Luke Cuthbert who is the current English and WUKF World champion
and a local coach at several of the schools taking part.
In the small schools category the results were as
follows:
First - Stapleford Abbotts (59 points)
Second - Moreton (53 points)
Third - Matching Green (50 points)
The overall school results were:
First - Coopersale Hall (74 points)
Second - Thomas Willingale (74 points)
Third - Saint Nicholas (64 points)
It was very close and despite the first and second place schools having the same
number of points, Coopersale Hall eventually won narrowly on count back as they had
won two more silver medals than Willingale.

All in all it was a fantastic competition and we are grateful to UKA for holding the
event. Congratulations to all of the Saint Nicholas participants who did themselves and
the school proud.
Ben (pictured left) in Year 2 was so proud he brought his medal in to show his
classmates.

9

GIRLS FOOTBALL
Report by Casey, Year 9
On Thursday 25th January the Year 8 and 9 girls football team travelled to Passmores Academy to
participate in the last tournament of the season. With the help of the Tottenham ladies training us
every Monday, the whole team has greatly improved skills, teamwork and game play.
In total we played five matches, the first being our toughest match which resulted in a final score of 3-0
to Passmores A team. Our next matches got progressively better as the team began to gain their
confidence. Overall we marginally lost a further two games but went on to draw one more game
before Lily and Georgia put us on the scoreboard where we won 2-0. Paige stepped up from Year 7
and performed exceptionally well in defence, using her long throws to help the attackers get closer to
the goal. In the end we came fourth out of six teams and Lily, pictured right, got a special mention for
her outstanding performance. Well done girls!

SPURS COACHING
Saint Nicholas School would like to welcome Spurs 1st team player Ronnell Humes who will be
coaching the Year 3 - 8 girls football club after school on Mondays after half term. Pupils should sign up
now if they are interested in taking part.
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GIRLS FOOTBALL SOCCER SCHOOL
A new Spurs ladies soccer school programme is launching during this half term break. It will be taking
place on Tuesday 13th February (9.30am - 3pm) at Frederick Knight Sports ground, Willoughby Lane,
Tottenham.
Any interested pupils should book via the following link: https://spursladies.formstack.com/forms/
soccer_schools

BARRACUDAS
Barracudas Activity Day Camps, a popular school holiday provider
for children aged 4½ to 14 years, will once again be open at Saint
Nicholas School this summer (23rd July - 17th August). With over
80 exciting activities including swimming, fencing, archery, aqua slide, motorsports, football and dance.
The activity camp provider is Ofsted registered and has high staff to child ratios. Interested parents
should book via www.barracudas.co.uk or call 0845 123 5299.
Parents of Saint Nicholas School pupils receive £5 off per week if they quote code HSHAR18 at the time
11
of booking.

SPRING TERM EXTRA-CURRICULAR SPORTS CLUB TIMETABLE
Please find below the up to date spring term extra-curricular timetable. Please note that Spurs football
training on a Monday is now open to all Year 3 and 4 girls.

Other clubs may be viewed on the parent area at https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saintnicholas-school---parent-area/home/clubs-activities
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