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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Well done to all the pupils involved in the Key Stage 2 multi-cultural dance festival today. I am sure that
parents would agree that the children produced an unforgettable performance and should all be very proud
of what they have achieved in such a short space of time. I must thank Mrs Fitch in particular for all her hard
work with the choreography, costumes and decorations. The performance was nothing short of a triumph!
Congratulations also to the pupils from the school who competed in yesterday’s UKA District Karate
competition. Once again the children have done the school proud achieving third overall. Thank you to
Daniel Thackray for organising the event and to all the parents for their support.
As the cold weather continues may I remind parents that
winter hats, gloves and scarves are available from the uniform
supplier. For younger children, coats too are available to
purchase from the uniform supplier. Failing this, all pupils
should wear dark blue or black alternatives. Multi-coloured
coats, hats, gloves and scarves should not be worn to school.
With regards to uniform, a number of pupils have mislaid their
PE kit and I would be grateful if parents could please check
that they do not have any other pupil’s kit by mistake.

INTERNET SAFETY
Year 1 pupils have been
learning all about
staying safe online. This
week they had to think
of five facts to stay safe
whilst using the
internet before working
in pairs and filming
each other to make an
E-safety video.
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ISA WHITBREAD MEMORIAL PRIZE
Following their outstanding GCSE results in
2017, Esha Alex, Joseph Suiter, and Maximilian
Thompson were entered for the ISA Whitbread
Memorial Prize. The Prize recognises and celebrates
outstanding involvement in, and service to, wider
aspects of school and community life, in conjunction
with achieving academic excellence in GCSE results.
We are very pleased to announce that their names
have been added to the Roll of Honour. Although
they did not win the Prize, being nominated is a great
achievement as only thirty six candidates were
selected from around 5000 pupils who sat GCSEs in
2017 at ISA’s 440 member schools.
Congratulations Esha, Joseph and Maximilian.

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS
This week the pre-school children have continued learning about
dragons. Some of their activities have included using ribbons to
move like dragons to music and pretending to each own a pet
dragon by choosing names and telling each other what they like
doing and what their favourite foods are.
On Wednesday the children had fun dressing up as princesses,
princes, kings, knights and dragons and enjoyed a royal tea
party.
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HAMA BEADS CLUB
There was a lot of quiet concentration on Tuesday afternoon in Hama Beads club. The children were
very busy making some wonderful creations.

YEAR 3 ROCKS
Form 3MH loved the investigation on rocks in
their science lesson earlier this week. They were
trying to classify the rocks using different
features. Great work!
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CREATIVE WRITING
Form RSP pupils have been practising their creative writing and at the end of last week they enjoyed
sharing their work with the children from Form 2B.
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AFTER SCHOOL
CLUB NOTICE
Any Year 1 and 2 children being collected from
after school club before 5pm should be
collected by the main door of the infant
building. There is a doorbell to ring for
attention.
After 5pm please collect from the pre-school
decking area.

DANCE FESTIVAL
Today the school is hosting an annual dance festival
which this year has a multi-cultural theme.
Pupils from six other local schools will be arriving at
Saint Nicholas to take part in the festival and each
school will showcase dances, readings and poetry
from a different country.
Saint Nicholas pupils are celebrating the culture of
China.
We are thrilled to be hosting this event and a full
report will follow in next week’s newsletter.

FINAL CALL
Year 6 pupils will be hosting their poetry
soirée on Tuesday January 30th from 5pm to
6.30pm.
Any Year 6 parents still wishing to attend,
should contact Mrs Brooks in the office as
soon as possible.

YEAR 1 SCIENCE
Year 1 have had great fun in their science lessons this week. They had to sort all the different animals
into their correct groups explaining why they thought each animal was in that specific group. For
example, they had to ask questions like, is the animal warm or cold blooded? And does it have
feathers or scaly skin?
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ERIC CARLE INSPIRED ART
In art this term Year 1 pupils have been learning about the famous artist Eric Carle who illustrated the
Hungry Caterpillar. Last week the children drew an outline of an animal of their choice. This week
they have started their animal collage and really enjoyed cutting, ripping and sticking the tissue paper
to their animal outline in order to get a similar effect to that achieved by the famous artist.

PUBLIC SPEAKING
CLUB

MATHLETICS
Oliver in Form 2F
has achieved his
gold Mathletics
certificate. Well
done Oliver!

It has been erroneously stated that the public
speaking club is by invitation only. It is, in fact,
open to any interested Year 6 to 9 pupils and all
are very welcome to
attend.
Public speaking club will
be taking place every
Tuesday from 4pm - 5pm,
commencing Tuesday 6th
February.
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ALIENS IN RECEPTION
To finish off their study of the story, Aliens Love Underpants, Form RSP made giant aliens in creative
development. And what fantastic creations there were!

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below some save the dates for the next couple of weeks:


29th January - 2nd February - Year 8 examination week



30th January - Year 6 poetry soirée (5pm - 6.30pm)



31st January - Year 9, 10 and 11 art pupils trip to the Tate Modern



1st February - Year 9 - 11 intermediate maths challenge



1st February - Year 4 trip to Layer Marney Tower



2nd February - Young Voices concert at the O2 (selected pupils)



5th - 9th February - Lower school assessment week



5th February - GCSE drama pupils to Harlow Playhouse to see ‘Teechers’ (7pm)



6th February - Year 1 trip to Colchester Zoo



7th February - Year 11 geography fieldwork trip to Ilford town centre



8th February - Year 8 and 9 French pupils trip to British Film Institute



8th February - Year 10 Poetry Live



8th February - Little Saints Valentines workshop (2pm - 3pm)



8th February - Year 9 parents evening
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SPORTS REPORT
ISA SWIMMING
Report by Ellie, Year 10
On Sunday 21st January, Becky (Year 4), Charlie
(Year 4), Lucy (Year 7), Ethan (Year 8), Claudia
(Year 9), Henry (Year 11) and I went to the
Olympic pool at the Aquatic Centre in Stratford
for the ISA national swimming finals.
We all arrived at 11am and went for our warm
up before the first session began. We were all
very excited to be part of this experience of
swimming at this iconic pool where some of the
greatest swimmers in history have competed.
The morning got off to a great start with East Anglia region swimmers winning many medals. The buzz and
excitement from all the prospective parents was exhilarating. It spurred everyone on to put all their nerves
into the swims and do the best they could. Everyone swam exceptionally well with Lucy and Claudia placing
fourth in their events and Becky and Charlie just missing out on bronze medals in the relays. Henry also did
really well in his breaststroke and Ethan managed to get two bronze medals including one in his 50m
breaststroke and the other in his 200m medley relay team. After my disappointing 200m IM, I was thrilled to
achieve a silver medal in my 100m backstroke. I narrowly missed out on winning the gold by less than 1
second which was very annoying but hopefully next year I can improve on this ranking.
I would like to say a big thank you to Mrs Oakley who gave up her Sunday to come to the pool with us.
Overall, East Anglia came fifth. Well done to everyone who managed to qualify for the nationals and good
luck to anyone who gets through next year.
Report by Ethan, Year 8
I had the fantastic opportunity to
swim at the qualifier competition in
Ipswich back in October and was
thrilled to get into the national
team for last Sunday’s finals. I
managed to finish in third place for
the 50m breaststroke in a good
time of 42:15 Seconds. My team
also came third in the medley relay.
I really do hope I can qualify next
year and experience the Olympic
pool and atmosphere again.
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ISA CROSS COUNTRY
Report by Georgina, Year 10
On 19th January Saint
Nicholas School pupils from
Years 4 to 10 participated in
the ISA Cross Country
Championships at
Finborough School,
Stowmarket.
We had all got to school
early so that the coach could
make sure we arrived in time
to walk the course, which
involved hills, woodland, fields and tarmac. The first race was the Year 4 girls/boys and sadly we did
not come in the top 10 (finishing in the top 10 means qualification for the nationals). Year 5 and Year 6
also ran well but the competition was also too great for them to achieve top 10 places.
The first Saint Nicholas pupil who qualified for the nationals was Paige (Year 7), who overtook the tenth
placed person in the last 25 metres of her race. We were all very happy about having our first qualifier.
Then came the seniors’ races where Lewis finished sixth, Lucas finished seventh and Zach finished
eighth in their various races. In the Year 9 - 10 girls race amazingly Saint Nicholas pupils came first,
second and third! Georgina was first, Ella was second, and Ellie, despite being injured half way along
the course, bravely managed to finish and came third. It was a great day's racing - well done to
everyone!
Click the following link to view photos from this event: Schools\Finborough School\2018\ISA Cross
Country 19th January

THIS GIRL CAN FESTIVAL
On Saturday 3rd February a This Girl Can Festival is due to
take place in Harlow to encourage more women and girls to
participate in sport and physical activity.
The event takes place from 10am (registration is from
9.30am) at Stewards Academy and will run until 2pm.
Refreshments will be served throughout the day.
Taster sessions on offer at the event include jazz, Dancefit,
hula hooping, Hiit, Proud, aqua aerobics, trampolining,
Boccia, pilates, yoga, stretch and balance plus health and
wellbeing workshops on coping with stress and women’s
health.
Places are limited so it is advisable to book in advance as
soon as possible at https://www.activeessex.org/this-girl-canessex-festival-registration-form/
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