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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
This week has seen the return of our extra-curricular
clubs and activities programme and I would encourage
as many pupils as possible to get involved and
participate. There are lots of opportunities and a wide
range of clubs on offer.
Our fixtures have also restarted this week and I would
like to congratulate the Year 5 and 6 football team who
played on Wednesday against Avon House School. By all
accounts it was an excellent win, well done to all
involved!
Good luck to the boys and girls who compete in the ISA schools cross country today and for those swimming
in the ISA swimming competition on Sunday at the Olympic Pool in Stratford.
As you may have seen, the preparation for the new Year 3-5 playground has begun this week. We do not
expect too much disruption and anticipate the facility opening just before half term.
May I remind parents that the school does run a ‘refer as friend’ scheme and parents who recommend the
school may claim £500 off their school bill or may nominate a charity as the beneficiary. Full details are
available from the office.

SUMMER PRODUCTION
We will be holding workshops after school in the theatre on Tuesday 23rd January and
Tuesday 30th January from 4pm -5pm for pupils in Years 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 who are
interested in participating in this year’s school summer production, Alice in
Wonderland.
The dates of the production will be Tuesday 26th June and Wednesday 27th June.
After February half term, rehearsals will begin. In the first instance, rehearsals will take
place every Tuesday from 4pm - 5pm.
In the interest of safety, could parents please collect their children from the theatre
after the workshops and also after all future rehearsals.
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BOARD GAMES AND
PUZZLES CLUB

CHILDREN IN NEED

Miss Bullock is running the board games and
puzzles club this term. If you have any games or
puzzles that are all intact and which you would
like to donate, please either hand them to Miss
Bullock or take them to the school office.

We are happy to report that the grand total
raised by the school for Children in Need last
term was £1,414.90.
Well done to all the children and staff who raised
money by dressing up and participating in the
danceathon, and to all the friends and family
members that sponsored them.

CLAY CLUB
The children have had lots of fun making clay photo frames in clay club this week. They manipulated
the clay in different ways to create their own personal frames. Some children made a lion, others
added pattern and some created a specific scene or theme on their frames.
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FOSSILS GALORE
Year 1 and 3 pupils had a great time in their rocks and fossils workshop with Fossils Galore earlier in
the week. They learnt so much about how fossils are formed, the different types of rocks and
interesting facts about dinosaurs including their size, their diet and where they lived. The children also
got to try their hand at excavating dinosaur bones and discovered some artefacts that were over 400
million years old! They weren’t so keen on handling the dinosaur fossil poop though!
It seems we have some fantastic budding palaeontologists in our midst. Well done everyone.
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COMPUTING CLUB
Key Stage 2 computing club had great fun using the iPads to programme the bluebots this week. They
challenged themselves to make the bluebots move along different routes using the floor mats and
different chains of commands. Great work!

PAINTING PEBBLES

OXBRIDGE NEWS

Form 1N started to paint their pebbles this week.
They had lots of fun getting messy!

Last week we were delighted to hear that two
of our past pupils have received conditional
offers from Oxford and Cambridge to start in
September. Congratulations Millie (Cambridge)
and Emily (Oxford).
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MATHLETICS UPDATE
Mathletics has now been up and running at Saint Nicholas for a year and all lower school pupils really
enjoy using it as a tool within class to support their understanding on various mathematical topics, as
well as having lots of fun using the 'live maths' option, where they can compete against other users all
around the globe. Teachers also use Mathletics as homework, developing home school links and can
set their class a variety of tasks to complete. Mathletics is accessible via computer/laptop and if using
an Apple product such as an iPad you are able to download their app. Please may we remind parents
that if they are having technical difficulties then they are able to contact the Mathletics team directly
by visiting their website www.mathletics.com.
Congratulations to Conor in Year 5 who has worked fantastically
hard and achieved his gold Mathletics certificate. Well done!

ALIENS LOVE UNDERPANTS
This week Reception pupils have been reading the book ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ and have been
designing lots of different pants.
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SEWING CLUB
The children really enjoyed sewing club on Thursday. They had a busy session sewing pattern cards,
making leaf coasters and even making necklaces for Mrs Shubrook.

YEAR 1 SCIENCE
This week Year 1 have been showing their super scientists’ skills again by investigating how to classify
animals into groups. They had to find out if they could follow different activities like 'Can you fly like a
bird?' or 'Can you leap like a frog?'
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PRE SCHOOL NEWS
Pre-school’s topic this week is ‘Did dragons exist?’ and the children have enjoyed finding out about
castles, kings, queens and of course dragons! They have been busy decorating their own royal crowns
and have made their own dragons eggs.

On Tuesday the children had a great time at the Dough Disco workshop. Thank you to all the parents
that came along. We hope you enjoyed exploring some of the different ways we promote to
strengthen children’s hand muscles through play, ready for writing.
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SPORTS REPORT
ISA SWIMMING
Good luck to all the Saint Nicholas swimmers competing in this Sunday’s ISA national
finals at the London Aquatic Centre.
Pupils visited the Centre on Monday to practice their strokes and mentally prepare for
the big day. Enjoy the event and be competitive!

FOOTBALL
Match report by Kane, Year 6
On Wednesday 17th January Saint Nicholas School’s Year 5 and 6 team played a football match against Avon
House School. We kicked off to start the game and began some great passing around the opposition. Jude
took control of the ball, saw a clearance, made a shot and scored an excellent goal. Thirty seconds later
Oliver tackled his opponent before assisting Jude to score yet another goal. Our attacking and defending was
very strong. We were awarded a corner and Omar made an amazing cross to Kane who took a header and
scored. Despite letting in one goal, after the first half we were leading 3-1. In the second half, there were
some outstanding saves by Louis in goal. Louis took a goal kick to pass to Kane who crossed it into Henry for
him to score an exceptional goal. The team gelled brilliantly and the final whistle blew with the score at
4-2 to Saint Nicks! Well done to everyone who was involved.
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FOOTBALL
On Wednesday afternoon the Year 7 football team competed in their second tournament of the year
against various Harlow schools. The team are beginning to form an understanding. However, silly
errors are still costing us matches. The team lost one game and drew their final two games.
Hopefully we can build on this for next week.

KAYAKING
Report by Easton, Year 10
When starting The Team GB British Canoeing Programme I didn’t know what to
expect from kayaking apart from falling in a dirty canal, which did happen a lot!
However, since then I have completed multiple challenges. Since the summer
holidays of 2017 the time it takes me to kayak 500 metres has decreased
significantly from 12 minutes down to 2 minutes 35 seconds.

In a week there are six sessions in total, with some
sessions consisting of gym exercises and other sessions
on the water. The overall end goal is obviously to reach the Olympics at one
point, but at the moment I’m trying to get my 500 metres time down to 2
minutes 29 seconds by the end of January. Overall, this experience has
made me a stronger athlete as my stamina and balance have both improved
due to the boat only being the width of my body.
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