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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
Returning to school this week, I have heard many fantastic tales of Christmas treats and adventures and I
wish all our pupils and parents the very best for the New Year. The new term has started off at a great pace
and I have been very pleased to see how quickly pupils have settled into their studies.
It has been a particular pleasure to welcome a number of new pupils and parents who have joined Saint
Nicholas since Christmas and I hope that you will all soon feel very much part of the family. I am delighted
to say that there has certainly been a great deal of interest in the school and we have largely filled the
available spaces for Year 6 and Year 7 for September 2018. Whilst this is clearly a very positive position, I
am mindful of growing waiting lists and would request parents of Year 6 pupils to confirm if they intend to
relinquish their place at the school as soon as possible.
You will all be pleased to hear that our clubs and activities
programme will start next week and I would encourage all
our pupils to take a full advantage of these opportunities.
May I take this opportunity to remind parents that the
covered outdoor area adjacent to the infant classrooms is
reserved strictly for the use of EYFS children under the
supervision of the EYFS staff. It should not be used by
children as a play area after school or indeed under any other
circumstances.

YEAR 3 FREEZE FRAMES
Form 3MH had a fabulous time
putting together their freeze frames
for the Wizard of Oz this week. Each
group had two scenes to freeze
frame.
Thank you to Mrs Matthews and her
class for being our audience.
Can you work out what their scenes
were?
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MATHLETICS CERTIFICATES

Congratulations to the following pupils for achieving Mathletics certificates over the last few weeks.
From left to right, well done to Haneefah, Jack, Cooper, Leo and Sylene who all achieved their gold
certificates and to Fleur and William who have achieved their silver certificates. Excellent work!

BREAKFAST MENU
Breakfast is served daily in
the Mountbatten Hall
between 8am and 8.30am.
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I AM THE POET
In English, Year 8 have been examining the role that poets can play in conflict situations. At the end of
the unit, pupils wrote poems to explore the power of the poet:
I am the Poet
by Raphael

I am the Poet
by Lucas

I am the poet:
The candle in the wind,
Always bright, never dim.
Do what you want to me My spirit will never wither
My words aren't affected.
If my tongue is torn, I shall write History.
Never biased or elected:
They can silence or ignore
But they can't force my words to exit.
My steel in pen - every word closer to my cause Not for applause.

I am the poet,
The silent soldier.
My quill is my sword,
My page is my fist.
My words have killed;
My words have fought;
My words have won battles,
Where the cannons have failed.
I have stood higher than the bomber planes
And knocked them out of the sky
With my silent voice.
And those damaged
By my sword,
Fist
And fight,
Hunt me down
And end me.
Yet my words
Will live to the end of all.

YEAR 1 MATHS

HIP HOP POP

On Tuesday Year 1 pupils kicked off their maths
lessons by finding halves of different shapes.
They cut them out and made sure they matched
up the lines carefully. Great work Year 1.

On Wednesday Saint
Nicholas welcomed
the Hip Hop Pop
dance company led
by Holly, one of the
group’s most
experienced dancers
and choreographers.
The company, which
runs out of Harlow Playhouse, boasts fantastic
credentials led by the very successful Jenny Bater
Sinclair who is cited as one of the top street
dance teachers in the industry.
The class is open to Year 1 and 2 pupils and will
run for a number of weeks. Keep a look out on
social media for videos and pictures of the group
as they progress over the next few weeks.
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ROMAN FUN
Year 4 pupils began their Roman topic this week
with a Roman Day which was great fun! Firstly,
they made Roman laurel wreath crowns which
made the children look like Roman emperors,
and learned to read and write Roman numerals.
After looking at some different mosaics, they
created their own versions using tiles and
mortar. They also learned how and why the
Roman empire grew before re-enacting a
Roman invasion, using shields that pupils made
at home during the Christmas holidays.

Everyone is looking forward to learning even
more about the Romans over the coming
weeks.
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CARING FOR OUR PLANET
This half term Reception pupils are focusing on space. This week form RSP have been talking about
how to care for our planet and have been discussing ways to take care of the Earth such as not
dropping litter, turning off taps, recycling and switching off lights.
The children took a walk around the school environment and discussed how to keep the local
environment safe and tidy. When they returned from the walk the classroom was covered in rubbish
and the children helped to sort it into recycling types.

EXTREME WEATHER IN YEAR 3
It appears that over the weekend there
may have been some sort of extreme
weather near the Year 3 classrooms.
After chatting about it, the children
have decided it must have been some
form of earthquake due to the
evidence left behind. A report has been
written and photos taken for evidence.
The information will be passed on to
Senior Management for feedback!
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YEAR 5 MATHS
In form 5P’s maths class earlier this week
everyone became fashion designers for
the day. Applying their knowledge of
problem solving and symmetry, pupils
followed a set of simple instructions to
create a one-seam coat, linking maths to
real life contexts. Miss Perez is pleased to
report that we have some budding
designers amongst us!

YEAR 1 ENGLISH
In English this week and next, Year 1 pupils are focusing on comic strips. On Wednesday the children
focused on speech bubbles and worked hard to put speech into different comic strips as well as using
onomatopoeia to make writing even more fun.
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A REMINDER
We would like to remind Pre-school and
Reception parents to please close the
blue gate when entering and exiting the
decking area and to ensure that children
do not play on the decking area at home
time. Thank you for your co-operation in
this important matter.

YEAR 1 BLUE-BOT FUN
This week form 1F have been having lots of fun giving their blue-bots directions. They had to work
collaboratively to solve the problems, deciding where they wanted their robot to go by giving it the
correct directions and movements. If they made any mistakes they would have to debug their
instructions and try again.
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BEDAZZLE
Professional theatre course provider, Bedazzle, offers an after school session at the school every Friday. In
addition to the annual show production, held at The Rhodes Theatre in Bishop’s Stortford, this year
Bedazzle is also offering LAMDA examinations. Anyone interested should contact Bedazzle directly on
07900 735566 or tamarasmart@live.co.uk to book their child a place.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks:


15th January - Year 11 Speaking and Listening Day



15th January - ISA swimming finals practice at the London Aquatics Centre



16th January - Year 1 and Year 3 Fossils Galore



16th January - Pre-school’s Dough Disco workshop (2pm - 3.15pm)



16th January - Year 5 Avon Tyrrell parents meeting (4pm - 4.30pm)



19th January - Year 11 Dead End drama group (12.30pm - 4pm)



19th January - Junior and Senior ISA cross country competition



21st January - ISA swimming finals



26th January - Lower school puzzle day



26th January - KS2 multicultural dance festival
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SPORTS REPORT
ISA SWIMMING FINALS
If any friends or family members of those competing in the ISA swimming finals later this month would like
to send a message of support to appear on the big screen at the event, please tweet @ISASportUK as below.

KAYAKING

Report by Ellie, Year 10
In August 2017, Easton and I were selected for the British Canoeing Sprint Futures Project. When we began
we were very unbalanced and could only use our hands to pull us through the water but now we are
regularly training at the Lee Valley White Water Rafting Centre and have become a lot more proficient and
confident in using paddles.
On average, we are training four times a week which includes one morning
gym session and three evening sessions. For the past few months we have
been training in the dark which has been difficult as you cannot see where you
are going without your light strapped to the front of your kayak. The freezing
cold weather has also been a challenge as we have had to break the ice on the
canal in the early morning.

Within the next few weeks our training will be increasing as we have regattas in
a few months, so we are trying hard to hit new PBs by spring time. As well as
being in the K1, we have had the opportunity to experience the K2 (two-person
kayak) which I have enjoyed very much.
Our coach Owen Shepard is very motivational and has supported us through some tough training sessions in
the winter months but I have to say we are looking forward to the summer weather and pleasant evenings
on the canal.
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GIFTED AND TALENTED DAY
Report by Jack, Year 5
It was a pleasure to represent the school for Gifted and Talented in PE
day at the end of last term. Jude, Lucy, Katherine and I spent the day at
Harlow Leisure Zone taking part in a number of sports. In the morning
we participated in archery and cheerleading, and in the afternoon we
took part in curling and BMX riding. I particularly enjoyed the BMXing
because it took a lot of skill, and also the curling as I’ve never played it
before. I also enjoyed meeting pupils from other schools who enjoy PE.
Everyone was proud to be there on the day.
Report by Lucy, Year 5
Jack, Jude, Katherine and I attended a Gifted and Talented in PE session at Harlow Leisure Zone with
about 80 children from schools across Harlow.
After a warm up session, the first activity was cheerleading. We were mixed
into groups and had to learn a routine including a lift, which was great fun.
Next we had a curling competition where we had to roll discs onto a target.
This was followed by archery practise. After lunch came the best activity of
all, BMX! We had to race around a course that had been set up outside,
weaving through cones. It was so much fun. The day ended with a tennis
match. I loved meeting all the other children and it was a fabulous
experience.
Report by Jude, Year 5
On Friday 15th December, Jack, Lucy, Katherine and I from Year 5
represented Saint Nicholas at the Gifted and Talented in PE event at
Harlow Leisure Zone together with pupils from other primary schools in
the area.
The four of us worked as a team and played against other schools. We
participated in many events throughout the day including cheerleading,
spinning (spinning a disk into a target), archery , BMX and tennis.
In all the events we had to work together and everyone did their best
with some excellent work from Jack at spinning, Lucy at BMXing and Katherine at cheerleading. It was a
really enjoyable day and the coaches commented on our skills and teamwork.
Report by Katherine, Year 5

On the last day of term I, along with a few other children from Year 5, went to the
Gifted and Talented in PE day at Harlow Leisure Zone. We had to do lots of
different indoor and outdoor activates including BMXing, cheerleading, tennis and
archery. We met children from other Harlow schools and it was an amazing
experience. I was very happy that I got chosen to go. It was great. My favourite
part was the BMXing - it was very exciting!
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