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FROM THE
HEADMASTER’S DESK
Congratulations to all the pupils involved in yesterday’s
Carol Service. It was a very special event, particularly as
we celebrated the occasion as one school. The
opportunity to share these experiences together is a
real strength of Saint Nicholas and I was delighted to
see so many of our pupils from Year 3-Year 11 stepping
up and performing. Well done to our readers, singers
and players who were all a credit to the school. My
thanks must go to Mrs Jones who coordinated all the
musical performances and to Mrs Hopkins who
organised the whole event. It was certainly a great
success and has raised the bar for what we will wish to
achieve next year.
May I also thank everyone at Saint Mary’s and
Reverend David Welch in particular who has long
supported the school and who will enter his retirement
next year. We wish Reverend Welch a long and happy
retirement and hope to invite him to future events at
the school.
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank all the
Friends for another super Christmas fayre which
brought a fitting end to the term.

MATHS STARS
Congratulations to Niaya
for being the first Year 1
pupil to gain her gold
level Mathletics
certificate.

Holly in Class 2F has
worked very hard and
has also achieved her
gold Mathletics
certificate. Well done
Holly.

CHRISTMAS CARDS

To the Friends, parents, staff and pupils, I wish you the
very best of the season. Have a very Merry Christmas
and a
Happy
New
Year.
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Congratulations to Lara
in Class 6J for
producing the winning
Christmas card design
which has been sent to
many headteachers
across the county and
beyond and other
friends of the school.

CAROL SERVICE
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ELDERLY CHRISTMAS PARTY
Report by Benjamin and Neha
On 8th December Year 10 pupils hosted the annual Christmas party for local elderly people. It was very
well organised and everyone did really well in their allocated roles. From the food to transport and
coat hanging, everyone had a major part to play.
There was entertainment from Jacob, Harriet and Edie as well as the Year 2, 3, 4 and 5s who sang, and
an accordion solo from Ciaran. It was a pleasure meeting our guests and hearing about all of the
interesting stories they had. There was lot of laughter especially during the bingo and raffle and lots of
prizes were won. We served up a delicious Christmas dinner provided by chef Craig and his team.
Thank you Max and Joe for playing the guitar and the drums. However, we had left the best until last
when all of Year 10 sung Jingle Bell Rock at the end of the party!
We raised lots of money in order to fund the party both through generous donations and by organising
a number of cake sales (which went down a treat!) and a very successful teacher vs pupil netball
match organised by Angel.
Year 10 would like to thank everyone who helped, donated and raised money to make this event
possible. Have a wonderful Christmas and a happy new year from all of Year 10.
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TOP OF THE CHRISTMAS CHARTS
Year 8 pupil Edie is hoping for a Christmas number one after joining forces with Michael Ball and Alfie
Boe.
Edie is performing with the stars as part of the Rays of Sunshine charity single ‘Give Me Sunshine’
which is released today (Friday 15th December). All proceeds from the single will go to the charity,
which grants wishes for children living with serious and life-limiting illnesses.
Here is a link to the single: https://vimeo.com/246966866/64402b860f which sounds fantastic. Well
done Edie.

PRE-SCHOOL CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP
A big thank you to everyone who came to the
Pre-school Christmas workshop earlier this
week, it was a fantastic turn out. The children
(and the grown ups) had a great time making
reindeer food, decorating Christmas pudding
cake pops, making Christmas crowns and
creating tree decorations.
The session finished with the children singing
some of their favourite Christmas songs.
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RECEPTION’S NATIVITY
Last Friday the Reception pupils performed their Christmas Nativity, ‘Whoops a Daisy Angel’. The
children were fantastic! They sang really well and did a super job remembering their words. Well done
to all the performers. Thank you to St Mary’s church for accommodating us.

ROTARY YOUTH SPEAKS COMPETITION
Both Year 8 and Year 9 put forward a team to represent Saint Nicholas School at the recent Rotary
Youth Speaks intermediate competition. While the teams did not win, our speakers were commended
on their confidence and expression. Freya, Poppy and Jack in Year 9 will move to the senior
competition next year while we look forward to seeing Henry, Raphael and Oliver (Year 8) represent
the school in the intermediate competition again next year. Well done to all six who put in so much
work in the weeks preceding the competition.
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CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Children of all ages enjoyed the school Christmas lunch on Thursday. Thank you to Craig and his team
for putting on such a great spread!
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ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION
The Rotary Club Young Chef Intermediate Cook Off competition was held in school on Monday with
four teams competing to win a place in the area final at Birchwood School in June. The standard of
cooking was high and all teams performed well. Results will be announced in the spring term once all
cook offs have been held.

MIDDLE SCHOOL COOKING
Pupils in middle school have been learning different methods of decorating cakes this week and have
made their own decorated Yule logs.
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VAN HAGE’S TRIP
The Reception children very much enjoyed their trip to Van Hage’s Garden Centre earlier this week.
From the photographs, it looks as if the teachers enjoyed themselves on the carousel too!
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YEAR 1 DECORATIONS
Class 1N have had fun painting their salt dough decorations this week and are looking forward to
hanging them up at home.

YEAR 1 SCIENCE
Towards the end of last week Year 1 pupils
carried out a materials experiment testing
cardboard, tissue paper, kitchen roll, a
plastic bag and fabric to find out which
material is the most waterproof for
superman to use for his cape. The children
had fun testing each material and used
iPads to carefully record their results. They
worked in their science groups brilliantly.
Well done Year 1.
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SECRET SANTA VISITS
On Wednesday afternoon Year 3, 4 and 5 pupils returned from the church to find signs of a seasonal
visit from Santa. No one had seen any reindeer or sleighs but he had secretly left gifts and messages in
the classrooms. The pupils saw his footprints and followed the magic glitter trail.
On Thursday, whilst our youngest pupils were away from their classrooms in the theatre, Margaret
Jones House had the same visitor and this time there were witnesses! Mrs Shubrook, Miss Bullock and
Mrs Fitch were incredibly lucky as, not only did they encounter reindeer in the playground whilst Santa
was visiting the classrooms, but they were invited to dance with Santa's reindeer. They did not get a
glimpse of Santa but were very excited to dance with the reindeer!
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CHRISTMAS PARTY

CHRISTINGLES

After all the excitement of the snow earlier this
week, some of our younger pupils brought
Christmas back inside at their Christmas party
on Wednesday.

Year 3 have enjoyed making their Christingles in
RE this week. although they were rather tempted
to nibble on the sweets, rather than add them to
their cocktail sticks! They now know what each
part of the Christingle represents, do you?

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the beginning of the spring term:


8th January - First day of the spring term



9th January - Year 1 and Year 3 Fossils Galore



15th January - Year 11 Speaking and Listening Day



16th January - Pre-school’s Dough Disco workshop (2pm - 3.15pm)



16th January - Year 5 Avon Tyrrell parents meeting (4pm - 4.30pm)



19th January - Year 11 Dead End drama group (12.30pm - 4pm)
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SPORTS REPORT
Please find below the timetable of clubs and activities for the spring term until February half term.

A range of other clubs will also be taking place and the list is sent as a separate attachment.
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