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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
As we come towards the end of the autumn term at Saint Nicholas I reflect on the number of occasions
where I have described a ‘very busy week’ at school. There is so much going on at any given time and
certainly this week has been no exception.
As you will be aware we received on Monday, notification from the Independent School’s Inspectorate
about a Regulatory Compliance inspection which took place on Wednesday and Thursday this week.
Inspections of this type seek to ensure that the school inspected complies with all of the regulations which
govern independent schools. The only judgements made are those of ‘compliance’ or ‘non-compliance’.
The final report will be produced in January and the outcomes must unfortunately be kept confidential
until that time. I am therefore limited with regard to what I may disclose but I can say that the process was
very positive indeed.
The inspectors very much enjoyed their time with us and they spoke very highly about the pupils, their
work and behaviour. I was certainly very proud of our children and indeed the school when I heard the
feedback. I must take a moment to sincerely thank all the staff, particularly the Senior Leadership Team,
who have worked so hard to ensure a successful outcome. May I also say how grateful I am that so many
parents took the time to fill in the questionnaire, the results of which were very encouraging indeed.
Please be assured that as soon as I am at liberty to do so, I will make available the report to all parents.
May I finally congratulate all the pupils involved in the Year 1 and 2 Nativity performances this week. Once
again I have been hugely impressed with the confidence and ability of our pupils who have clearly
thoroughly enjoyed their time in the limelight. Thank you to all the staff who helped prepare the pupils for
what was a special performance.

CHRISTMAS CAKE WINNERS
Congratulations to our
Christmas cake winners
who were drawn at
random on Tuesday, after
Miguel’s cake decorating
demonstration. Well done
to Nathan in Year 2,
Freddie in Year 6 and
Grace in Year 11.
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NATIVITY
The Year 1 and 2 children performed their Christmas Nativity to a packed house on Tuesday afternoon
and evening. They performed like true professionals, acting and singing with gusto and they certainly
lived up to the show’s title 'Superstars'. What a fabulous performance it was!
Thank you very much to all the parents, family and friends in the audience for the very generous
charity donations to Edie’s Butterfly Appeal. The total raised was £244.39.
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MATHS IN ACTION
Report by Holly and Abi, Year 10
On Tuesday 5th December, Year 10’s maths set one went on a very
interesting trip to Maths In Action, a day of speeches which aims to
teach us how maths problems are used in the real world in all sorts
of jobs.
For example, did you know that magic tricks require maths? We saw
some amazing tricks performed, including mind reading, which we
then got to try for ourselves after having the maths explained. Even
the mechanics of how chocolate flows through a chocolate fountain
can be explained by maths, which led to some delicious treats we got
to try as part of the demonstration! Those of us who enjoy puzzles
also enjoyed learning about different code cracking techniques and
we figured out how many
possible combinations of codes there were.
As an added bonus, we got given some excellent tips for coping
with exams and how to efficiently prepare for them, which will
certainly help us with our exam week after Christmas!
Overall, it was a really
fun trip and we learnt
a lot about how maths
is used outside of
school. We even got a
little taste of how university lectures work, with hundreds of
students all watching in a big hall. We all really enjoyed the
experience and feel it has benefited us greatly.

PANTOMIME FUN
Lower school children and staff really enjoyed their trip to Chelmsford’s
Civic Theatre on Wednesday to watch ‘Snow White and the Seven
Dwarves’. Favourite characters in the pantomime were Muddles, Nurse
Nelly, Mirror and of course, Snow White. The children were delighted
that the dwarves were played by children. Singing, dancing, jokes and
laughs were enjoyed by all….. Oh yes they were!
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RECEPTION’S KINDNESS ELVES
The Reception children were very excited to find a letter from their kindness elves waiting for them when
they arrived at school on Monday. The letter challenged them to make a mince pie and share it with
someone. Mrs Schofield Paffett's mum came in to demonstrate how to make the festive pies and all the
children took one home at the end of the day to enjoy with their families.

MATHLETICS

BARBICAN TRIP

Last Friday, Year 4 pupils attended a concert at the
Barbican featuring the London Symphony
Orchestra playing excerpts from West Side Story by
Leonard Bernstein. What a fabulous experience for
them all!
The first gold Mathletics certificates were given out
on Monday. Well done to Kayla and Tasrea in Year
1.
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HANUKKAH

This week Year 1 have been
learning all about the Jewish
faith and how Jewish people
celebrate the Hanukkah. Pupils
enjoyed making and painting a
Menorah candlestick and
learning that, after celebrating
the eight days of Hanukkah, all
the candles are lit.

PRE-SCHOOL SNACKS
The pre-school children enjoyed making their own
snack on Wednesday morning. They used snowflake
cutters on tortilla wraps and they seemed to go down
well.

5

CHRISTMAS LUNCH MENU
This year’s school Christmas lunch will take place on Thursday 14th December and the menu is shown
below.

HEAD LICE
It has come to our attention that some children in the lower school have head lice and we would ask
that all parents check their children’s hair regularly. If you find your child has been infected, you must
treat and then check until there is no further evidence of infestation. A weekly check is then essential
so that further infestations can be dealt with quickly. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
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WRITING TO SANTA
Last Friday the Reception children walked to the post box in Churchgate Street to post their letters to
Father Christmas. The children behaved impeccably on the walk there, holding hands the whole way. Let’s
hope he writes back and that they make it onto the good list!

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the remainder of the term:


13th December - Reception trip to Van Hage’s Garden Centre



13th December - Selected Year 8 and 9 pupils Green Plan-It Celebration (Capel Manor)



13th December - Carol Service rehearsal



13th December - Little Saints Christmas workshop (2pm—3.15pm)



14th December - Christmas lunch



14th December - Infant film afternoon (1.30pm—3.30pm)



14th December - Carol Service (St Mary’s Church, 2.30pm - 4pm)



15th December - Pre-school Christmas party (9.30am - 11.30am)



15th December - Christmas Fayre (12.30pm - 3.30pm)



15th December - Last day of term (Christmas jumper day).

Last day of term finishing times are as follows:
Pre-school finish at 11.30am, Reception to Year 2 at 11.45am, Year 3 to 5 at 12 midday and Year 6 to 11
at 12.15pm.
We hope pupils and parents will attend the Christmas7 fayre which starts right after school finishes.

SPORTS REPORT
GIRLS FOOTBALL
Report by Sienna, Year 6
On 30th November, Year 6 and 7 girls participated
in a football tournament. All the girls played
outstandingly and thanks to the girls’ hard work and
determination, they won one game 3-2, drew
another game 1-1 and narrowly lost the final game
0-1. This is an exceptional result. Well done to all
the girls who played.

RUGBY
Report by Noah, Year 9

The Year 8 and 9 boys played Enfield Grammar School this week. We had a good win, with the end result
being 40-25 to us. Ashton played very well by putting in some good tackles despite an injury. This was a
very good way to finish off the rugby season. Well done!
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RUGBY
Report by Louis, Year 6
On Tuesday, the Year 6 and 7 boys played against Enfield Grammar school. The boys all fought well and
displayed some amazing tackles. Unfortunately for us, they had an amazing runner who scored most of
their tries. Well done to Vincent and Jenson who played really well. The latter had to go off with an
injured hand but he should feel proud of the way he played. Unfortunately, we couldn’t quite secure
the win. However, we did draw 20-20 and I feel we played really well as a team and are getting more
confident. Well done boys.

RUGBY
Report by Henry, Year 6
On Saturday 2nd December, the Saint Nicholas Year 6/7 rugby team played an away fixture against St
Ignatius’ college in Enfield.
It was a tough game against a good side. St Ignatius started quickly with some early tries but after a
while, Saint Nicholas started to get into the game and made things tougher for the opposition with
some hard tackles and outstanding
passes. We then got the tries we
deserved through Will and Vince.
In spite of this however, we did not
quite do enough to secure the
victory as St Ignatius outlasted us
and overall they deserved their
victory.
A good performance by Saint
Nicholas, better luck next time.
Well done.
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SPURS BALL BOYS/GIRLS
Our trip to Spurs by Ellie, Year 9
On Wednesday 6th December, Keara, Annice, Ella, Ashton
Dempsey and I were really excited to have been asked to
represent the school as ball boys/girls at the U19 boys
Championship League game at Tottenham Hotspur Football Club
against a team from Cyprus called Apoel. We were invited by
some of the Spurs female players who are currently coaching at
Saint Nicholas.
Once we had arrived at the grounds, we were each given a warm
Spurs jacket to wear and, on top of that, a bib to identify us. We
then made our way to the football pitch where we were ushered
to various positions around it. On numerous occasions
throughout the match when the ball went out of play, we would
throw on a spare ball and then collect the other ball ready for the
next time it was required.
We all had an amazing time, especially being able to watch the
game from the side of the pitch! The game was very tense with an
overall score of 4-1 with Spurs winning against Apoel.
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