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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 1st December, 2017 

 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

LET IT SNOW  
If we experience adverse weather conditions in the coming weeks and months it is 
essential that parents consider their own and their children’s safety when making the 
decision to drive to and from school. If there are any doubts on this matter it is 
recommended that a cautionary approach is taken, especially for families who live in 
the far reaches of our catchment, or in isolated villages where road conditions can be 
dangerous. We ask that parents take extra care when driving on the school grounds.  
 

On snow days we will communicate our situation by 6.30am via Twitter, Facebook and the school app 
and notification will be added to the website. If no information is posted on Twitter, the school app or 
the website, parents should assume that school is open as usual. 
 

School will endeavour to remain open throughout and run as normal a timetable as possible, although 
in extreme cases some classes may merge. If the situation worsens during the day we will communicate 
with parents as above and also by email and SMS, and they will be permitted to collect children.  

As we come towards the last two weeks of the Autumn term, 
preparations have begun in earnest for Christmas. This time 
of year is very special for children and we look forward to 
sharing with them a host of Saint Nicholas Christmas events.  
Our Nativity production on Tuesday 5th December is a 
particular highlight and, having seen some of the rehearsals, 
I know that parents will thoroughly enjoy the performances. 
Other traditional events include the lower school pantomime 
trip on Wednesday 6th December and the annual Christmas 
party for the elderly organised by Year 10 pupils.  
 

As we have experienced this week, the end of the autumn 
term has also brought some particularly cold weather. While 

there is a possibility of snow, please assume that school will remain open unless you receive notice to 
indicate otherwise. Any decision to close the school will be communicated on the website, Twitter feed, 
Facebook and the school app. Please see further advice below.  
 

Congratulations to the two teams involved in Monday’s intermediate Rotary Youth Speaks competition.  
Once again the standard was exceptionally high and the pupils performed very well indeed.  
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YEAR 5 SCIENCE 
As part of Year 5’s science topic on humans and growing up, the children did an experiment to 
investigate if reaction times slow down with age. In the experiment, Reception children were proven 
to have the fastest reaction times at catching a ruler and the adults who were tested had the slowest! 
Year 5 were therefore able to confirm that people’s reactions do indeed slow down as they get older.   

 

YEAR 1 IN THE MONEY 
This week Year 1 have been problem solving using money. Mrs Fearon was very impressed with their 
independent learning and quick thinking skills. Well done Year 1!  
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PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE 
On Tuesday 14th November Class 5P took part in the Primary Maths Challenge. 
It is the first time that Saint Nicholas has taken part and all the children applied 
their knowledge and worked diligently to complete the task. There were some 
extremely challenging questions but Miss Perez couldn't be prouder of the 
children's approach and resilience. The Gold awards went to Zachary, Eleanora 
and Mark. The Silver awards went to Rhian, Lottie and Max, and the Bronze 
awards went to Zachary, Braydon, Jamie, Jude and Angel. Well done to all!    

 

MUSICAL SUCCESS 
There has been 
more musical 
success at the 
school in recent 
ABRSM music 
examinations. 
Bethany in Year 4 is 
pictured receiving 
her Prep Test Certificate from her piano teacher 
Mrs Jones. Congratulations Bethany! 

 

SCHOOL APP 
Please remember to download 
the new school app to your 
Smart Phone to receive instant 
alerts and messages. This will 
be a significant communication 
tool going forwards.  
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YEAR 3 SCIENCE 
This week in science, Class 3HM have enjoyed 
investigating materials to see whether they are opaque, 
transparent or translucent. Each pupil made a prediction 
with a reason for their decision before testing the 
materials using a torch. They concluded the experiment 
by writing out their findings. 

 

THIS WEEK IN PRE-SCHOOL 
This week the Pre-school children have been exploring shiny things and in group time they conducted 
a science experiment with a tarnished penny. They made a solution of vinegar and salt, mixing the salt 
into the vinegar until it dissolved and carefully placed the penny into the solution using tweezers. 
They then counted to 20 and were all amazed as the penny became shiny. 
 

Following the children’s recent interest in Paddington Bear, the children made their very own 
marmalade sandwiches and wrapped them in paper just like the famous bear does.  
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YEAR 4 THANKSGIVING  
Year 4 had lots of fun celebrating Thanksgiving Day last Thursday as part of their Road Trip USA topic.  
 

They read and acted out the Thanksgiving story and thought about what they are thankful for to help 
them write our own Thanksgiving poems. They also made Native American dreamcatchers using paper 
plates and wool before finally designing and making their own cheesecakes. Don't they look delicious? 

 

THIS WEEK IN RECEPTION 
This week in Reception, discussion continued about 
hibernation and how winter affects woodland animals. The 
children are conducting an investigation into which is the best 
food to store in winter and in order to find the answer they 
have bagged up different foods to see what happens to them 
over the next week. Pupils have each made a prediction as to 
which foods will be best for animals to hide in winter. 



6 

 

 

TIME FOR YEAR 1  

This week Year 1 pupils have 
been working very hard at 
telling the time. They can tell 
the time using 'half past' and 
'o' clock' and have had lots 
of fun using the iPads to take 
pictures of the times and 
then writing the times 
underneath.  
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SAVE THE DATES 
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ over the next two weeks: 

 
 

 5th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity matinee performance (2.15pm - 3.15pm) 
 

 5th December - Year 1 and 2 Nativity evening performance (6pm - 7pm) 
 

 6th December - Lower school pantomime trip (Civic Theatre) 
 

 6th December - Year 10/11 Tottenham Hotspur ball boy/girl (Spurs Academy, 1.30pm - 5pm) 
 

 7th December - Middle school School of Rock theatre trip (New London Theatre, midday - 7.30pm) 
 

 8th December - Reception Nativity performance (St Mary’s Church, 2pm) 
 

 8th December - Lower school Grammar and Punctuation Show (theatre) 
 

 8th December - Little Saints trip to Tyndalls Garden Centre (9.30am - 12.30pm) 
 

 8th December - Local elderly Christmas party (theatre, 1.30pm - 4pm) 
 

 13th December - Reception trip to Van Hage’s Garden Centre 
 

 13th December - Selected Year 8 and 9 pupils Green Plan-It Celebration (Capel Manor) 
 

 13th December - Carol Service rehearsal 
 

 13th December - Little Saints Christmas workshop (2pm—3.15pm) 
 

 14th December - Christmas lunch 
 

 14th December - Infant film afternoon (1.30pm—3.30pm) 
 

 14th December - Carol Service (St Mary’s Church, 2.30pm - 4pm) 
 

 15th December - Pre-school Christmas party (9.30am - 11.30am) 
 

 15th December - Christmas Fayre (12.30pm - 3.30pm) 
 

 15th December - Last day of term (Christmas jumper day) 
 
 

 

CAKE DECORATING 
Pupils are invited to 
come along to the cake 
decorating 
demonstration which 
will take place in 
Mountbatten Hall 
during lunchtime on 
Tuesday 5th 
December.  

 

NATIVITY 
PERFORMANCES 

It has been brought to our attention that 
there may be some confusion around the 
dates and timings of the Nativity 
performances.  
 

The Year 1 and 2 Nativity performances 
will take place at 2.15pm and 6pm on 
Tuesday 5th December, while Reception’s 
Nativity will take place at St Mary’s 
Church at 2pm on Friday 8th December.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

FOOTBALL 
 
Report by Jude, Year 5 
 

On Wednesday 29th November, the Year 3, 4 and 5 football 
team played against Heath Mount School. 
  

We unfortunately lost 6-2 but we shouldn’t feel down 
about the result. After creating just as many chances in 
front of goal, Frankie pulled out some amazing saves in his 
first competitive fixture for Saint Nicholas. We also had 
some great performances from Jack who scored a 
magnificent goal, running through the opposition as if their defenders weren’t there, as well as Zack, who 
was a rock at the back and put in some really strong tackles.  Well played everyone! (Hugo, Louis, 
Montgomery, Cooper, Braydon and Jamie.) 
  

SWIMMING 
 
Report by Lucy, Year 10 
 
On Wednesday 22nd November, Saint Nicholas School attended the regional ISA swimming event. We 
travelled to Ipswich swimming centre and started the day with a warm up before the races began. The 
breaststroke was up first followed by the backstroke, fly, freestyle and individual medley. Lucy, Ethan and 
Henry all came first in their breaststroke races earning them a place in the national team. Ellie earned her 
place for the backstroke and Joe, Claudia, Lucy and Ellie won in the freestyle. Well done to all swimmers 
who swam very well and dominated the competition. We lost first place by a margin and came 2nd, with 
some age groups coming 1st. Good luck to all the swimmers going on to compete in the nationals. 
 
 


