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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK
We have enjoyed another incredibly busy week at Saint
Nicholas and I suspect the pace of school will not slow
until Christmas. There are so many firsts at this time of
year and it is always a real pleasure to see pupils
enjoying themselves with new and exciting
opportunities.
The visit of the Fire Brigade to the pre-school was
clearly a great success and all the children enjoyed their
turn on the hose. Thank you in particular to Mrs Jackson
for organising the visit which will no doubt linger long in
the memory of all the children involved. I understand that the Year 5 visit to Braintree museum was also
a super day out and I hope that all the children have brought back new ideas to share with mums and
dads over the weekend.
Well done to all the pupils involved with sports this week. The swimmers performed with great credit at
the ISA East Anglia swimming competition and there has been a host of fixtures and some excellent
results. I have been particularly pleased to see how the fixture list has grown this year and to hear of
some notable successes achieved against other independent schools. Well done indeed!
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank the Friends for organising what was a superb Bonfire Night.
I know that pupils and parents thoroughly enjoyed the spectacle and the Friends, as always, worked
very hard to ensure that everything went smoothly on the night.

ISA NATIONAL COMPETITION
A huge well done to Amelia in last year’s Year 11 who has won the Key Stage 4 ISA
National Film and Digital Art Competition for her digital painting, ’Lost’, which she
produced on the iPad.
Congratulations also go to Georgina in Year 10 who
received a Highly Commended Award at the ISA National
Art Competition for her shell cushion. To create her textile
piece of art work, Georgina first drew a shell, made her
drawing into a lino cut and printed her design in a repeat
pattern onto cotton. She then made a cushion cover from
her printed fabric. Very impressive work.
1

KINDNESS DAY
This week people all over the world have been celebrating World Kindness Day and, in recognition of
this, the Reception children have been working together to make a friendship potion and have created
friendship bracelets to give to a friend.

HABITAT HUNTING
On Wednesday afternoon, the Reception children
wrapped up warm and went for a walk around the
grounds looking for different animal habitats. They
discussed the reasons why animals like to live and hide
in different places and learnt how
to look for habitats and the clues
that animals leave behind such as
droppings and trails. Pupils found
a nest for birds, spiders, ladybirds,
rabbit holes, the bug hotels and
lots of different tracks from
animals.
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK
This week was Anti-Bullying Week. In middle school
PSHE lessons, pupils have been discussing the harmful
effects that bullying can have on an individual. The
pupils have had the opportunity to try out anti–bullying
strategies for themselves and each class has been
involved in a discussion on verbal, physical, relational
(isolating) and cyber bullying. A particular focus this
week has been on the bullying that can take place on
social media and third party observation of this.
A clear message has been promoted and
understood in these lessons that bullying will not
be tolerated at Saint Nicholas and that no one
should be a bystander and allow bullying to
happen. All children have been reminded that we
are a ‘telling’ school and that children should feel
safe to confide any worries or concerns to a
member of staff.
We strive to look after one another at Saint
Nicholas School.

Year 1 have made keys in PSHE to
support Anti-Bullying Week.
These keys are representative of
the key to being a good friend and
the children enjoyed making a list
of all the things that are involved
in being a great friend.
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SUPER HERO DAY
Last Friday was super hero day in Year 1. Dressed in their fantastic super hero outfits, the children had
great fun making masks and saving superheroes in their magnetic science experiments before
competing together in their superhero Olympic Games. Well done Year 1.

ONE WAY SYSTEM REMINDER
We would like to remind parents that a one way system is in operation on the school
drive in peak hours. Please do not exit the school down the 'in' drive between the hours
of 3pm-6pm and 7.30am-9.00am. Thank you for your
co-operation in this important matter.
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YEAR 2 COMPUTING
This week Year 2 pupils have been busy using bee-bots and trucks to learn about algorithms in their
computing lessons.

CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY
All pupils and staff are being asked to dig out
their Christmas jumpers on the last day of term
to help raise funds for childhood cancer research.
Christmas Jumper Day raises money for Edie’s Butterfly
Appeal, on behalf of the Children’s Cancer & Leukaemia
Group and, for just a £2 donation, pupils can wear a
Christmas jumper and have some festive fun.
Prizes will be given for the best Christmas jumpers and
all money raised will go towards research into childhood
ependymoma brain cancer. Edie’s Butterfly Appeal is
inspired by Year 8 pupil Edie, who was diagnosed with
ependymoma in Year 2, and continues to fight the
disease.
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CONSTRUCTION CLUB
Pupils in construction club have had another great week. Amongst other things, they have been
building walls, castles and a chair.

LOWER SCHOOL ART CLUB
Art club have been exploring
silhouettes this week. Pupils
created a small version by using
a photograph as a template and
then went on to create a lifesized version by using the
projector to create a shadow to
draw around.

The end results were impressive
after some excellent scissor
skills!
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YEAR 5 TRIP TO BRAINTREE MUSEUM
Year 5 had an enjoyable and educational
day as ‘World War II evacuees’ when they
visited Braintree Museum on Thursday.
In the World War II school room, the
children had lessons including writing on
slates with slate pencils, studying a map of
the British Empire and learning how to do
sums with pennies and shillings. They also
did gas mask and air raid drills and
everyone thought the 1940s teacher was
strict and rather scary!
After this, they handled some 1940s
artefacts and thought about what it would
have been like to be an evacuee.

SAVE THE DATES
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ over the next two weeks:


20th - 27th November - Year 11 mock examinations (plus 5th December)



20th - 24th November - Year 3 - Year 11 inter-house cross country week



20th November - Pre-school parents evening - Butterflies (2pm - 6pm)



20th November - Rotary Youth Speaks



22nd November - East Anglia senior swimming competition



22nd November - Lower school target tracker information evening (4pm - 5pm)



22nd November - Pre-school parents evening - Caterpillars (2pm - 6pm)



22nd November - GCSE certificate presentation evening (7pm - 8pm)



23rd November - Year 4 Thanksgiving Day



24th November - Lower school reports issued



24th November - Year 10 Skills London



27th November - Intermediate Youth Speaks (Bishop’s Stortford College, time tbc)



28th - 30th November - Year 9 and 10 history and German trip to Berlin



29th November - Lower school parents evening



30th November - Infant Nativity technical rehearsal



1st December - Reception walk to the post box



1st December - Year 6,7 and 8 interim reports issued



1st December - Scholarships awarded



1st December - Year 4 trip to the Barbican
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SPORTS REPORT
NETBALL
Last Wednesday the U11 netball team
played Alleyne Court. It was a tough game
with the opposition having most of the
possession throughout. However, it was
useful for the girls to see what it takes to
be one of the best sides in Essex.
It is important for the girls to attend
netball training on a Wednesday and
Thursday to help take the team to the
next level.

FOOTBALL
Report by Lucy, Year 7
On Thursday 9th November, the Year 6/7 girls’
football team played in a tournament at
Passmores. They played four games in total losing two, drawing one and winning one. It was
a great effort from the whole team and everyone
should be really proud of themselves. The scores
of the matches were 0-0 (against St Marks), 2-1
(to Passmores), 0-1 (to us against Passmores
Green) and 0-1 to Burnt Mill.
Thank you to Miss Dutton for taking the girls to
Passmores and for giving up your time for us.
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INTER HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
We would like to remind everyone that next week is inter-house cross
country for all pupils from Year 3 upwards. Please ensure that pupils
have their outdoor blue kit and tracksuit along with their football boots.
Cross country will be run during pupils’ PE lessons and not in games
lessons.

RUGBY SARACENS MATCH
We are teaming up with Harlow Rugby Club to offer our parents and pupils
the opportunity to attend a Saracens rugby match at a discounted price.
The match against Worcester Warriors is taking place at Allianz Park on 30th
December (3.00pm kick off).
Tickets are priced at £22 per adult and £15 for under 16s
(subject to us ordering at least ten tickets) and they can
be purchased from the school reception until Friday 23rd
November. Cheques should be made payable to St Nicholas School (Harlow) Ltd.
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