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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 13th October, 2017 

 

FROM THE 
HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

PROSPECTUS 

 

DENTIST VISIT 
Year 3 pupils had a lovely afternoon learning 
about the role of a dentist and how to look after 
their teeth properly. A big thank you to Dr Mall 
(Ishaan’s and Ilysha’s mum) for coming in and 
talking to the children. 

There will be a photographer in school on 
Monday taking photographs for our new school 
prospectus. Please ensure that all pupils are 
looking presentable, with the correct uniform for 
all lessons, hair neatly tied back where necessary, 
and all jewellery and nail varnish removed.  
 

We appreciate your cooperation with this in 
order to present the school and its pupils in the 
best way possible.  

Last Saturday we 
enjoyed what must 
have been one of our 
most successful Open 
Mornings and I would 
like to thank everyone 
involved. As 
Headmaster, I was 
extremely proud of 

the way all the pupils represented the school and 
delighted that well over 200 pupils, supported by 
their parents, came along to contribute. Prospective 
parents were highly complimentary about the 
school, its grounds and facilities but rightly reserved 
particular praise for our pupils. At a time where 
respect and courtesy are all too often noticeable for 
their absence, I was very proud indeed to see our 
young ambassadors excelling in their role. 
 

Congratulations to all the pupils whose work was 
submitted to our regional art competition which 
includes all ISA schools in East Anglia. It was a very 
successful afternoon for us and our five category 
winners will now be entered into the national 
competition. Many thanks to all the staff who teach 
art within the school and particularly to Mrs 
Mulinder who organised our entries and is 
responsible for art in the middle and upper schools. I 
am delighted that next year Saint Nicholas will host 
this event, and the ISA Headteacher's conference 
which follows the exhibition.  
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YEAR 7 NORFOLK  LAKES TRIP  
Report by Zen and Teddy, Year 7  
 

On Wednesday 27th September Year 7 went to Norfolk Lakes on a three 
day team building residential trip. After we had unpacked, we went to 
a meeting point where we were split into three groups. We all got on 
and it was a great experience to get to know the other people in Year 7 
a little better. 
 

Our first activity was called ‘survival’ and in this we learnt what to do in 
an emergency situation. We learnt how 
to build signs such as SOS and HELP. We 
also learnt how to build a shelter by 
tying ropes to sticks and throwing a shell top over them. We then learnt how 
to make fire with a flint and which materials to burn. Another activity we 
enjoyed was caving. We travelled around the cave to get used to it before 
playing a game of hide and seek. The cave was purpose built and was very 
realistic - so much so that we thought it was real. After a practise we went to 
the ‘bull pit’ which was a really steep slide in the cave and we went head first 
down it! It was great fun as the caves were so tiny and dark we could barely 
see.  
 

The next day was a water activity day and, after a lovely breakfast, we started 
raft building, in which we got large barrels and tied them together with rope 
before going in the water and paddling around the lake. Some of us fell in and 
the water felt freezing cold. After raft building, we walked over to our 

favourite activity which was stand up paddle boarding. We practised and paddled around the lake on our 
boards. We learnt different skills such as how to turn around on the board and it was really enjoyable 
despite everyone falling in and getting soaking wet in the cold water. 
 

After drying off and having lunch we went canoeing where we paired up 
and had to canoe around an island in the lake which was really fun. We 
found it very difficult at first however, with a bit of practise we improved. 
After canoeing we had a short break before moving on to kayaking which 
involved sitting in a kayak by ourselves and using a paddle with two ends. 
We paddled around the lake and played lots of different games. Kayaking 
was easier than canoeing because we had full control of the kayak so it 
was easier to steer. Soon after kayaking we had dinner and then an 
evening activity of ‘mini Olympics’ which everyone took part in and 
enjoyed. 
 

On day three we took part in the ‘rifles’ activity. We each had three shots 
and we had to aim at a target with the air rifle. After shooting lots of 
pellets we then paired up and had to hit the same target trying to get as 
many points as we could. The final activity was the low ropes which 
involved pairing up and helping each other to get around the course. We 
helped each other by doing the fist of friendship which was where one person held onto another person’s 
hand to help them get along the course when they found it difficult. 
 

We would both like to say a big thank you to all the teachers who went with us as we all had a great time. 
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ISA ART COMPETITION 

 

LITERARY FESTIVAL 
The first Saint Nicholas Literary Festival is being planned to take place 
on May 25th 2018. We are currently on the look out for any parents 
involved in writing as a career who would be happy to come into 
school on the day and chat to pupils about how to make a career out 
of writing. If anyone can help us, please contact Mrs Whyman 
at m.whyman@saintnicholasschool.net  

A huge congratulations to the following pupils who gained first place in the ISA Eastern region art 
competition: Abigail (Year 10), Ellie-Rae (last year’s Year 11), Georgina (Year 10), Thomas (Year 8) and 
Theo (Year 3).  
 

Well done also to Evie in Year 11 who was awarded second place and Amelia in last year’s Year 11 and 
Rory in Year 7 who were both marked highly commended. What a fantastic result all round! 
 

The five first placed pieces (shown again below) will now go through to the national ISA art 
competition and we wish them the best of luck.  

mailto:m.whyman@saintnicholasschool.net
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MACMILLAN CAKE SALE 
We would like to say a huge thank you to all the pupils, staff and parents 
who supported our Macmillan coffee morning last week. The cakes that 
were made, bought and enjoyed helped to raise a staggering £875 for this 
very worthwhile cause. Over the last three years the girls have helped 
raise over £3000 which is a huge achievement and a great legacy that has 
been introduced to the school.   
 

Well done to Grace and Evie for organising this event. The school is proud 
to have such enthusiastic and caring pupils who are prepared to go above 
and beyond to make this event happen. 
 

Congratulations to the winners and runners up of the cake competition. 
We look forward to doing it all again next year and making it even bigger and 
better. 

 

 

CONSTRUCTION CLUB 
Another exciting construction club took place on Thursday afternoon. The children managed to build a 
small house, a house that was taller than everyone, a car wash and lots of other creative things.  What 
fantastic, creative work! 
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THIS WEEK IN RECEPTION 

Last Friday was World Smile Day.  The smiley face 
knows no politics, no geography and no religion. 
The idea behind World Smile Day is that for at least 
one day each year, neither should we. In Reception 
the children created smiley faces and gave them 
out to teachers to make them smile.  

In PSHE the children focused on the story ‘Farmer Duck’ 
and discussed good and bad characters. They worked 
with a talk partner to discuss why the farmer was a bad 
character. The children lead the discussion as they 
considered what a bully is and what they should do if 
they thought they were being bullied.  

This week the children have been having 
fun in phonics. They have been making 
octopuses to help them learn the letter 'o', 
becoming cats to practice the letter 'c', 
and flying kites to help learn the letter ’k’.   



6 

  

YEAR 1 INSTRUCTION WRITING 

 

‘STOPTOBER’ 
This month sees the beginning of a twenty-eight 
day stop smoking challenge from Public Health 
England.  
 

In PSHEE lessons, Year 7 pupils have been learning 
about tobacco and the various harmful effects it 
can have. They have exchanged views on the 
‘Stoptober’ campaign and have been giving 
careful consideration to the reasons why people 
might wish to give up smoking tobacco. The 
children have also  considered the cost of smoking 
and have been amazed to learn what they could 
buy with the money saved by giving up the habit.   

 

Last week Year 1 children wrote instructions for how to make a smiley face biscuit. They then gave 
their instructions to a friend to follow to see if they were accurate. It was great fun, made even more 
entertaining as some of the biscuits didn't exactly turn out the way the children had expected. After 
making the biscuits, the children evaluated them and considered how they might  improve the 
instructions next time.  
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SAVE THE DATES 
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ until half term: 
 
 
 

 14th October - Saturday rugby fixture at Simon Balle School, Hertford 
 

 16th - 20th October - Lower school assessment week 
 

 17th October - Year 11 parents evening 
 

 18th October - Scholarship application deadline 
 

 18th October - Reception to Year 6 flu vaccinations 
 

 19th October - Reception trip to Cammas Hall 
 

 20th October - Year 10 interim reports issued 
 

 20th October - School photographs  
 

 21st October - 5th November - Half term  

 

EYFS MEETING 
Thank you to parents of pre-school children who 
attended last week's EYFS (Early Years Foundation 
Stage) meeting. We have received very 
positive feedback and hope everybody found the 
meeting useful. We are aware that some parents 
were not able to attend so will hold another 
meeting at 4.30pm on Wednesday 8th 
November. 
 

The meeting will include a short presentation 
focusing on the provision in Reception at Saint 
Nicholas School, followed by a tour of the EYFS 
department. At Saint Nicholas School our EYFS 
team create a fun and enabling department and 
we would value the opportunity to talk through 
the learning opportunities and benefits of 
attending Saint Nicholas. 
 

Please email Julie Bradley, Admissions Secretary 
on admissions@saintnicholasschool.net  by 
Monday 6th November if you would like to attend.   

 

CODING CLUB 
Coding club pupils have learnt how to pair up the 
iPads with their droids and robots this week. They 
can find Bluetooth on the iPads and make exciting 
algorithms for their droids. Mrs Fearon has been 
very impressed with their team work and creative 
instructions. Well done! 

mailto:admissions@saintnicholasschool.net
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SPORTS REPORT 

NETBALL  
 
Report by Lucy, Year 7 
 
On Monday the Year 7s played a netball 
match against Stewards School. The score 
was 6-0 to Saint Nicholas. A lot of excellent 
goals were scored by Ellie, Ella and Nicole. 
The player of the match was Paige. Everyone 
played really well and should be very proud 
of themselves. 
 

 

CROSS COUNTRY  
 
Congratulations to Rose, Zach, Georgina, Ellie and Kiki who all finished in the top five in Monday’s cross 
country competition at Burnt Mill. These pupils will now go on to represent West Essex in the finals.  
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RUGBY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 8/9 
 

It was a frustrating afternoon of rugby for the Year 8/9 team on Thursday. We failed to execute our 
game plan of passing the ball wide after hitting up with the forwards. Some excellent line breaks by 
Edison and Jacob were cancelled out by some poor decision making. We go again next week!  
Results were as follows: Saint Nicholas v Epping  - Win 15-10; Saint Nicholas v Stewards - Draw 5-5;  
Saint Nicholas v Burnt Mill - Loss 5-10.  
 
Year 10/11 
 

The Year 10/11 team played St Johns and St Marks for the second time on Thursday. The St Johns game 
started with an early try against us, but with good tackling and determination, we managed to score 
two more tries, ending in a 15-5 win to us. A special well done to Connor for excellent tackles. 
 

The St Marks game was tougher than ever, with great running from the opposition and great tackling 
from Saint Nicholas. We just couldn’t manage to be on the offensive. It was a narrow loss, with St 
Marks beating us 5-10. It was a great game and a great effort by the boys. A special well done to 
captain Harry for keeping the team alive and for excellent passing and tackling.  

ARCHERY SUCCESS 
 
Zoe in Year 10 won Gold for the under 18's ladies barebow at the NFAS 
(National Field Archery Society) field shoot in Hemel Hempstead on Sunday. 
 

It involved small groups shooting 3D foam targets over different terrains, 
which took 6 hours.   
 

Congratulations Zoe! 
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YEAR 5/6 FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Harry, Year 6 
 

On Tuesday the Year 5 and 6 boys 
were at home to Chigwell School for 
a football match. We successfully 
won 7–0 and played really well with 
brilliant goals from Henry, Johnny, 
Kane and Jude. The boys also 
showed great strength in defence 
with some great tackles throughout 
the game. Everybody should be 
pleased with their performance. 
Well done boys! 

FUTSBOL  
 

Report by John, Year 6 
 

On Friday, 6th October a mixed team from Year 6 travelled to 
Mark Hall School for a Futsal Indoor tournament. 
 

In our first game we narrowly lost 0-2 to Tanys Dell School, but 
bounced back in our second match, winning 2-1.  Finally, in our 
last group match we played well and won 4-0 with Henry scoring 
a hat trick! As we finished second in our group, we played a third 
place decider, narrowly losing in the last minute 2-3. 
Saint Nicholas was placed fourth overall. Well done to everyone 
who played.  

GIRLS FOOTBALL  
 

Report by Ellie, Year 6 
 

It was a busy day of football for Year 5 and 6 pupils last Friday. 
In the morning we travelled to Mark Hall for a futsol 
competition, which is an indoor 5 a side, fast paced game.  We lost 
our first match 0-2 against Tanys Dell but we then won the next 
two matches 2-1 and 4-0. Unfortunately though, we lost in the last 
minute of full time in the plate final. The Saint Nicholas 
team played brilliantly, with Jack, John and Henry switching 
around as goalkeepers and up front, supported in defence by 
Molly, Lizzy and Ellie.  We were the only school that entered as a 
mixed team and played against all boy teams and we were very 
happy with the end result! John has also written a report on the 
competition below.  
 

In the afternoon we went back to Mark Hall for a Year 5/6 girls 6 a side competition against fourteen 
other local schools. We won four games, drew two and lost one (only conceding one goal the whole 
competition). We finished third out of fourteen schools, missing out on the final by only one point. The 
girls played skilfully as a team. Well done to Lucy and Lois for scoring goals and to Molly for being great 
in defence. 


