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FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

INTRODUCING TILLY 
Introducing Tilly, the newest member of Year 4! 
 

Year 4 pupils have been learning about habitats and how 
animals can become endangered as a result of changing 
habitats. They have been thinking of ways to encourage 
animals and plants living in our local environment. The 
children wanted to do more to help and the year group 
has adopted a red panda called Tilly who lives at 
Paradise Wildlife Park. Everyone in Year 4 is very excited 
to see Tilly next week when we visit the Park to learn 
about the conservation projects around the world.  

The highlight of this week has undoubtedly 
been the Harvest Service and I would like to 
congratulate all the pupils in the lower school 
who made the afternoon so special. 
Reception pupils produced wonderful pictures 
of combine harvesters and Year 1 pupils 
proudly recited their harvest poems. When 
you add a lovely display of fruit art from Year 
2, recorders from Year 3, violins in Year 4 and 
a short drama piece from Year 5, it was a 
splendid effort all round. Well done to all the 
pupils and staff who have clearly worked so 

hard over the past four weeks to put this together. My thanks also to all at Saint Mary’s Church and 
particularly to Reverend David Welch whose continued support is much appreciated.  
 

As you may know we held a very successful Macmillan Coffee morning at the school this week and I 
was delighted to see so many parents supporting the event. Congratulations to Evie and Grace who 
organised the event and to the many Friends of Saint Nicholas who gave so freely of their time.  
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HARVEST FESTIVAL 
The lower school celebrated their 
annual Harvest Festival on 
Tuesday at St Mary's Church, 
Churchgate Street. All pupils from 
EYFS to Year 5 participated in the 
service which included singing, 
sharing artwork, reading senses 
poems, telling stories, leading 
prayers and also performing 
musical pieces on the recorders 
and violins.  It was truly a 
celebration of the harvest with 
the Reverend David Welch 
welcoming pupils and parents to 
participate in the service.  The 
church was packed with parents 

enjoying the sharing service led by the children.  The pupils performed with confidence and 
enthusiasm and the service concluded with a rousing performance of the school hymn, Jerusalem.  The 
Headmaster thanked parents, pupils, staff, the Reverend David Welch and his staff at St Mary's Church 
for such a wonderful afternoon of praise and celebration.  

 

CHELSEA’S CHOICE 
On Tuesday the school was visited by four actors from AlterEgo who gave a 
performance of ‘Chelsea’s Choice’ for Year 9 to 11 pupils.  
 

Chelsea's Choice is a very powerful production highlighting the very serious 
and emotional issue of child sexual exploitation. It has been performed to 
over 100,000 young people and hundreds of professionals throughout the 
UK. The pupils who watched the performance said it was incredibly thought 
provoking and innovative.  
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YEAR 7 ENGLISH 

 

PHONICS AND 
SPELLINGS  

After reading Roald Dahl's short story `A Lamb to the 
Slaughter', Class 7B explored how the British legal 
system works by putting the main character, Mary 
Maloney, on trial. Each pupil was given a role to 
prepare and the `trials' were run as a speaking and 
listening exercise. 
 

The very efficient ushers (Henry and Evie) ensured that 
the trials ran smoothly, while the barristers questioned 
and cross-questioned the witnesses. Working in two 
teams, each team had a chance to run a trial, and then 
also to play the role of the jury.  

The phonics and spelling strategy parent 
workshop last Wednesday was a success. We 
hope parents found it useful to know how to 
support their child at home. Thank you to those 
who attended.  

 

FIREWORKS 
Our annual fireworks 
display will take 
place on Friday 10th 
November. The 
bonfire will be lit 
from 5.30pm and 
the fireworks display will take place at 6pm.   
The cost per person will be £5 and wristbands 
should be purchased from the school office prior 
to the event. Under 3s may attend free of 
charge.  All pupils are to be escorted by parents 
to the event.  
 

We hope to see as many of you there as possible 
as it’s set to be a great evening.  
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CODING CLUB 

 

THE RSC MASTERMIND COMPETITION 

Mrs Fearon was so impressed with pupils in coding club last week. They had to work independently in 
their small groups to program the big tracks across the playground. They had to carefully follow 
instructions and debug their mistakes. Great work! 

It is time for our annual Chemistry Mastermind Competition, for the 
Year 9-11 pupils who have been selected to represent the school in 
the Essex category of the national RSC ‘top of the bench’ competition.   
 

This year there will be three pupils going forward to compete in the 
area competition: Olivia (Year 11), Abigail (Year 10) and Jack (Year 9).  
 

These chemists have successfully made it through the school heats 
and are now competing in the regional heats. If they get through they will be invited to Chelmsford by 
the RSC to take on the best pupils in Essex.  Not only are they competing for prestige, but also for 
trophies and monetary prizes for the school chemistry department as well as for themselves.  The 
prestige is priceless though! 
 

Both the chemistry department and the wider school community are very proud of these pupils and 
wish them the best of luck. 
 

For more information on the RSC Mastermind Competition please see: 
http://www.rsc.org/events/detail/23097/chemistry-mastermind-heats 

http://www.rsc.org/events/detail/23097/chemistry-mastermind-heats
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SAVE THE DATES 
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks: 
 
 

 7th October - School Open Morning (10.00am - midday)  
 

 11th October - Year 11 effective revision meeting (theatre 4.15pm - 
5.15pm) 

 

 12th October - Year 10 and 11 GCSE geography river fieldwork in 
Loughton 

 

 12th October - Year 7 sex education (theatre 9am - 12.50pm) 
 

 12th October - Year 4 trip to Paradise Wildlife Park 
 

 13th October - Selected Year 10 pupils to Lloyds London 
 

 14th October - Saturday rugby fixture at Simon Balle School, Hertford 
 

 16th - 20th October - Lower school assessment week 
 

 17th October - Year 11 parents evening 
 

 18th October - Scholarship application deadline 
 

 18th October - Reception to Year 6 flu vaccinations 
 

 19th October - Reception trip to Cammas Hall 
 

 20th October - Year 10 interim reports issued 
 

 20th October - School photographs  
 

 21st October - 5th November - Half term  

 

DRESSED BY THE 
KIDS  

Last week Oxfam got in 
touch to show their 
appreciation to the lower 
school for its fantastic 
fundraising efforts for this 

year's 'Dressed by the Kids' day which was 
celebrated back in June. We raised a fantastic 
£255 which is being used to help those living in 
extreme poverty around the world. Thank you to 
everyone who contributed.  

 

RED NOSE DAY 

This week we received a certificate from Comic 
Relief, thanking us for the money we contributed 
as a result of our Red Nose Day non uniform day 
back in March. Thank you to everyone who gave 
generously.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

RECEPTION PE 
 

Reception have been learning about Native Americans in their PE lessons this week. They have been 
learning the actions to a song called Tom Tom as well as using creative movement to learn about pow 
wows, smoke signals, war dances and firing arrows from a bow. Excellent work Reception! 
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NETBALL 
 
On Tuesday the under 12 and under 14 netball teams played away matches at Burnt Mill.  
 

The under 12s lost 4-3 and player of the match was Evie. The under 14s lost 18-11 and player of the 
match was Ellie.  
 
 
  


