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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 26th May 2017 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
It would appear that summer has finally arrived at Saint Nicholas and 
what a week we have had! The long overdue sunshine has clearly 
inspired a number of super sporting performances. Well done in 
particular to the Year 8 girls rounders team who continued their winning 
streak against all-comers and to the Year 5 and 6 mixed kwik cricket 
team who competed on Tuesday at the Harlow and district tournament. 
Cricket is a sport which we wish to promote at the school and this 
summer has seen a number of small but significant steps in that 
direction.  
 

This week has also seen the very first Independent Schools Association’s 
national sporting tournament held at Saint Nicholas. Twelve teams 
travelled from Hampshire, Somerset and beyond to compete in the 
national (South) U11 girls football tournament and we were delighted to 

be able to host what was a very successful day. Many thanks to Mr Tucker and his team for organising 
the event, to Mr Jackson for preparing the pitches and facilities and the Friends for putting on such a 
super Saint Nicholas welcome for all our guests. 
 

Walking around teaching classrooms this week, I have been very impressed with the quality of 
collaborative work and the confidence pupils show when performing, presenting or speaking in front 
an audience. These are qualities which we value highly at Saint Nicholas and it is a great pleasure to 
see pupils embracing this challenge. Wednesday morning’s performance from pupils who attend the 
musical theatre club is a case in point and anyone present could not fail to be impressed by the 
confidence and enthusiasm demonstrated by each and every pupil. Many thanks to Miss Marston and 
Miss North for leading the club.   

 

NEW UNIFORM 
As many of you will already have seen, the new uniform is on display in the 
school entrance hall. Fitting days are taking place on 5th and 6th June and 
appointments can be booked via Perry’s website - http://
www.perryuniform.co.uk/ 

http://www.perryuniform.co.uk/
http://www.perryuniform.co.uk/
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NEW SCHOOL MENUS 
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READY, STEADY, BAKE! 
This year at the annual Summer Fayre, the Alumni Committee is running an event open to all past pupils, 
staff and parents to celebrate forty years of the school moving to Hillingdon House.  
 

This special occasion should be a lovely opportunity for past 
and present members of the school community to join together 
to celebrate the school’s history  in the beautiful grounds of 
Hillingdon House. 
 

As part of the event, we are inviting all pupils (and their 
families), past and present, to take part in a Ruby Anniversary 
baking competition, which will be judged on the day by Mr 
Bown. We welcome cakes of any variety - large cakes, tray 
bakes or cup cakes but would ask that bakers adhere to the 
school's nut free policy.  
 

Cakes should be brought to the Alumni marquee at the 
Summer Fayre by midday on Saturday 17th June.  
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 YEAR 1 SUPER SCIENTISTS! 

Year 1 have been looking at the life cycle of a tree. They had their 
science lesson in the outdoor classroom and enjoyed collecting all 
the different types of leaves before deciding which were from 
deciduous or evergreen trees. 

 

TREASURE HUNTING  

This week Class 2B designed their own maps, hid some treasure and then went on a treasure hunt 
using some else's maps. As you can see from the photos below, they had a lot of fun! 
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 ENTERPRISE DAY 

 

DROP AND GO 

As part of the PSHEE provision at the school, pupils in Year 8 participated in 
an ‘Enterprise Focus Day’ on Wednesday 17th May. The workshop was 
delivered by CocoMango, a group of educators who specialise in stimulating 
and developing a range of leadership, team-working, and entrepreneurial 
skills with young people.  
 

During the day, the pupils gained great insight into running a small business. 
They completed a number of challenges which were designed to help build 
confidence and self-esteem, as well as core skills such as team working, time 
management, communication, organising, planning and presenting. 
 

Report by Sophia and Ellie, Class 8W 
 

Last Wednesday, Year 8 were fortunate enough to be provided with an amazing opportunity. Angus, the 
owner of the high end brand Cocomango, came to our school to help out with an engaging enterprise day. 
This enterprise day did not only provide us with skills to make our own soap, but it also helped us bond 
with different people to help create our own soap company. This activity ran across most of the subjects in 
our school curriculum, which included all of the sciences, maths, English, art, DT, IT, FT and geography. On 
behalf of Year 8 and all of the teachers involved in this great day, we would like to give a huge thanks to 
Angus for giving Saint Nicholas School this fantastic opportunity which we will all treasure forever!  
 

 

We politely remind parents that if you use the 
drop and go system in the morning you must drop 
and go so as not to impede the flow of traffic. If 
you need to stop please park in the car park.  
 
We thank you for your co-operation in this matter.  

 

FACEBOOK/TWITTER 
Don’t forget to keep up to date with school news 
by liking the school facebook page - 
www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow/
and following the school on twitter - 
@SaintNicksSch  

http://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow/
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 DUKE OF EDINBURGH PRACTICE HIKE 
Report by Joshua, Year 10 
 
Our group gathered early in the morning, eager to walk. One thing, however, was abundantly clear - 
we were going to get absolutely soaked by rain! The first two groups set out and shortly after, the sky 
provided us with a refreshing shower; and so, wearing four layers of waterproofs, our group too 
began our journey across the rain soaked English countryside to our camp. Fortunately, the sky began 
to clear up and it turned into quite an enjoyable walk, and in no time, we arrived at our camp. After 
displaying some of the skills learned, such as cooking and setting up tents, we enjoyed the evening 
and retired to our tents, preparing for the more difficult walk the next day.  
 
After waking up, we made breakfast and began to pack our gear back into the bag. We then set out 
for the second hike, having cleared up any mess. Most of the walk was quite nice, with the sun not too 
relentless. However, with around an hour to go, with our group laying down in the grass and enjoying 
a break, the sky began to grow cloudy and within seconds our bags and clothes were getting soaked. 
We scrambled up and began to walk double time towards the end. Having traversed a golf club and 
country lanes, we finally arrived at our destination, exhausted, both mentally and physically, and 
waited for our parents, mostly grateful for surviving the ordeal! 
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 PRE-SCHOOL FLOWER POWER 
Towards the end of last week, 
Little Saints children in the 
Caterpillar room enjoyed going on 
a hunt looking for flowers around 
the school. They used the iPads to 
take photographs of their 
favourite flowers and explained to 
each other what they liked best.  

 

 GCSE ART EXHIBITION 

The art department warmly invites pupils, parents and 
friends to a private viewing of the GCSE exam work in the 
Swire House art room on Thursday 8th June, 4-5pm. 
 

 

 EDIE’S RAYS OF SUNSHINE CHOIR 
An audience of celebrities and 
professional golfers were treated to two 
performances by the Rays of Sunshine 
Children's Choir this week led by Year 7 
pupil, Edie.  
 

Edie led the group, accompanied on 
vocals by Boyzone singers Ronan Keating 
and Craig Duffy and former Westlife star 
Brian McFadden, in a performance of 
Ben E King's Stand By Me at the BMW 
PGA pro-am day at Wentworth. 
 

The children have all been helped by the Rays of Sunshine charity, 
which grants wishes and treats to youngsters with life-limiting and 
congenital illness. 
 

Well done Edie, what a star!  
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 YEAR 3 
In maths this week, Class 3HM carried out an investigation. 
They were given the task of making their own metre ruler 
out of paper, using the information that their desk is 1 
metre long and a piece of squared paper is 10cm. Could 
they use their knowledge of length to make their rulers? 

Meanwhile, in science they 
thoroughly enjoyed investigating 
how far sound travels. They 
found out that the louder the 
sound, the further away you can 
hear it.  

 

 SAVE THE DATES 
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks.  
 

 29th May to 2nd June - Half term 
 

 5th June - Year 3 trip to The Barbican 
 

 5th and 6th June - Perry uniform fitting days at school 
 

 6th June (4.15pm) - Year 6/7 trip to Le Touquet parent meeting 
 

 7th June - Year 8 and 9 HPV vaccinations  
 

 7th June (3.30pm) - Lower school Poetry Evening 
 

 9th June - Year 4 trip to Mountfitchet Castle 
 

 9th June - Junior ISA Athletics  
 

 9th/10th June - Duke of Edinburgh final expedition in the New Forest 
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 GROVE COTTAGE DONATION 
The school was delighted to receive a certificate 
from the charity, Grove Cottage, acknowledging 
our donation of £1,650 which has been raised 
following a number of fundraising initiatives such 
as a sponsored cycle ride, some stalls at the 
Christmas fayre and even pupils busking. Well 
done to all involved for a sterling charity effort.  

 

 RECEPTION READING BUDDIES 
Year 3 went into Reception to read with the younger pupils this week.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

ISA FOOTBALL HOSTING SUCCESS 
 

 

 

It was an historic occasion for Saint Nicholas School on Wednesday, as we hosted our first ever ISA 
national sports event. Twelve ISA schools travelled from as far afield as Somerset to compete in the 
inaugural Under 11 national south football qualifier. 
 

Saint Nicholas was approved as the host venue back in January after ISA officials felt we had "a lot to 
offer" in terms of wonderful grounds and facilities and the added incentive of our strong link with Spurs 
ladies and 1st team head coach Karen Hills. 
 

Teams were divided into two pools from which the eventual 1st and 2nd placed winners would then go 
through to the national finals which will be held at the elite training centre at St George's Park in June. 
 

On a blisteringly hot day, pupils remained competitive throughout and were eager to show off their skill 
set.  The 3rd place play off finished with extra time and penalties, won by Rosemead School 
 

The top two teams, Alton and The Gower, battled it out, with numerous chances saved or thwarted by 
some brilliant defending.  In the last minute The Gower school were awarded a penalty which they duly 
slotted home to take the title as Southern Winners. 
 

Saint Nicholas girls were competitive throughout, which is something as a school we are continuing to 
focus and build on for the future.  Most of our goals conceded came through some minor tactical errors 
at the back. However, score lines were only losses by one goal in the early pool stages, with our biggest 
loss coming from the eventual finalists, Alton school. Well done to all the girls involved, in particular Tara, 
who was awarded player of the tournament by Spurs player and coach Shakira.  It is important that we 
now continue to develop girls football ready for next year. 
 

A big thank you to the Friends of Saint Nicholas for all their help with refreshments and Mr Jackson and 
his team for creating a brilliant playing surface and welcoming surroundings. All in all, it was an extremely 
successful day! 
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KWIK CRICKET 
 

Year 5 and 6 pupils competed in a mixed kwik cricket tournament on Tuesday at Harlow Cricket Club. 
With five weeks’ practise during their PE lesson and an after school club every Wednesday, pupils 
performed extremely well and were very competitive. Well done to the team! 
 

Report by Sienna 
 

A group of Year 5s and Year 6s went to a cricket tournament on the 
23rd May and all played exceptionally well. However, the players 
who played outstandingly well were chosen as players of the 
match by Mr Tucker - John and Sienna.  
 

A and B teams came 3rd in their group and had lots of fun. I’d also 
like to point out that everybody scored lots of runs and played very 
well.  

YEAR 8 ROUNDERS  
 

The year 8 rounders team are on a winning streak. Their competitive nature, high level of skill and 
excellent communication as a team have allowed them to win all of their games so far in the season. 
The girls have impressed with their performances, particularly the fielding, which is a pleasure to 
watch. Some outstanding catches have been made in the back stop and 4th post areas by Freya and 
Poppy, along with excellent performances in the bowling and at 2nd post by Saffron and Ellie, who 
have both been voted as the player of the match so far throughout the various games.  
 

All girls must continue to attend training on Mondays 
4-5pm and work hard in their rounders games 
lessons. We look forward to playing more fixtures 
next half term and attending the Year 8 end of 
season rounders tournament on Tuesday 4th July. 
 

Results so far: 
Saint Nicholas vs Burnt Mill (won 7.5-6.5) 
Saint Nicholas vs St Marks (won 5-4) 
Saint Nicholas vs Stewards (won 15-5.5) 
Saint Nicholas vs St John's (won 5-4) 
Saint Nicholas vs Mark Hall (won 9-4.5)  


