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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 16th June, 2017 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
This has been a very busy and exciting week at Saint Nicholas and I know that pupils have really 
enjoyed the range and quality of activities, trips and visits that they have been involved in. Among the 
many highlights are Year 3’s visit to Celtic Harmony and today’s Year 5 visit to the Harry Potter 
Studios. In the middle school, I understand that the Year 6 and 7 pupils are also having a super time in 
Le Touquet, France.  They have been engaged in an exciting programme of activities and blessed with 
wonderful weather. 
 

This week, as you know, we have also had a film 
crew on site, working on the school video and I 
must thank all the pupils and staff involved. 
Everyone made a real effort to make the project 

a success and, 
having seen some of 
the footage, I am 
very much looking 
forward to viewing 
the final cut. The video will be embedded on the school’s website and we 
hope to launch it at the end of the term. 
 

Tomorrow is our Summer Fayre and I look forward to seeing as many 
parents and pupils there as possible, enjoying what I am sure will be a 
wonderful afternoon in the sunshine. May I take this opportunity to thank 
Mrs Winter and all the Friends for all their hard work organising this 
event.  

 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 
The children had a wonderful 
morning hosting the Father's Day 
breakfast in Reception. It was 
wonderful to see the children 
sharing with their Daddys. We hope 
everyone has a fantastic Father's 
Day this weekend.   
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YEAR 4 TRIP TO MOUNTFITCHET CASTLE 
Last week, Year 4 went to Mountfitchet Castle 
as an exciting start to their 1066 topic. Lots of 
fun was had climbing the turrets and peeking 
through the arrow slits while trying to spot 
any invaders. They pretended they had 
committed treason and enjoyed putting each 
other in the stocks, even if they weren’t very 
comfortable! They also learned about Norman 
battles, the weapons they used, the heavy 
armour they wore and even got to practise 
sword fighting and jousting!  
 

A particular highlight was when the children 
were allowed to fire the catapult - they had to 
pull hard on the ropes to try and make the 
water balloon fly as far as possible. They 
thought that this was great fun! 
 

The castle was home to lots of animals, just as 
it would have been in the Norman times and 
pupils got to feed the deer and peacocks. 
 

Lots of fun was had by all and it was a great 
way to enrich the children’s learning outside 
the classroom.  

YEAR 2 TRIP TO WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE 
Earlier this week, Year 2 went on a trip to Walton-on-the-Naze. The weather was perfect and they 
enjoyed rock pooling and learning about mini beasts. 
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TROPICAL WINGS 
Reception children had a wonderful day at Tropical 
Wings Zoo last Thursday. They got up close with 
cockroaches, stick insects and African land snails, met a 
lemur called King Julian, stroked wallabies and fed some 
very greedy goats! It was a great day! 
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MATHS CHALLENGE RESULTS 
Pupils achieved seven silvers and six bronzes in this year’s UKMT Junior Maths Challenge. Over 250,000 pupils 
from across the UK sat the challenge, with the top 19% receiving a silver certificate and the next 21% receiving 
bronze. 
 

Our highest achievers this year are: 
 

Silver Certificates 
Jack, Year 8 
Lewis, Year 8 
Elyssa, Year 8 
Rosemary ,Year 8 
Casey, Year 8 
Henry, Year 7 
Thomas, Year 7 
 

Bronze Certificates 
Pippa, Year 8 
Nigel, Year 7 
Liliana, Year 7 
Madeleine, Year 7 
Ali, Year 7 
Felix, Year 6 
 

 

TELESCOPE FUN 
Last week, Year 1 had some special guests as Mr and Mrs 
Milgate brought in their telescope. Mr Milgate explained what 
it did and all the amazing things he has seen through it. It was a 
brilliant session and the children learnt many new things. 
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
This week, to support their current topic, pre-school children enjoyed learning about fish.  Carla visited 
a local fish counter and brought in some mackerel, sprats and a scallop and the children discussed the 
different parts of the fish and how they had been caught before passing them around the circle to take 
a closer look. .  

 

 

 

PRE-SCHOOL REQUEST 
Please could all parents and carers ensure that they close the pre-school gate behind them on 
entering or leaving the pre-school. This gate is also used by parents collecting their children from the 
after school club and it must be closed properly to ensure the safety of all the children in our care. 
 

Please also remember that, for health and safety reasons, children should not be left to play 
unsupervised in the pre-school decking area at the end of the school day.  
 

Many thanks for your cooperation with this.  
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH REPORT 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze: By Joshua  

 

This was it, the final expedition. After being dragged out of bed 
and going to school far earlier than anyone ever should, we 
waited to get on the coach, eager to catch up on sleep and start 
a long drive to the New Forest. Most of the first day involved 
walking and loud sing-alongs while we made our way across the 
south-east English countryside. To our surprise, this also included 
one of the most miserable bogs we have ever walked through, 
however, after some skilful jumping from land to land and 
avoiding a lot of mud, we managed to cross somewhat safely and 
continue on our way.  
 

We reached our campsite and quickly settled down, pitching our 
tents and sorting out some food. The evening began and, after 
some general time on the campsite and sitting by the fire, we 
retired for the night.  
 

After waking up, or in some cases, 
walking around the camp in a semi-
conscious state, we made some 
breakfast and began to pack away our 
tents. It was at this point I noticed, my 
‘emergency’ biscuit rations were rapidly 
diminishing, but I brushed it off, and 
began to start the second day’s walk.  
 

We walked for only a few minutes 
before we were distracted by one of the 
most precarious rope swings I’ve ever 
seen. After begging Mr Smith to get 
onto a flimsy tyre tied to a tree and 
each taking turns ourselves, we continued on in glorious sunshine but also, notably covered in mud.  

 

The New Forest was essentially a maze made of trees, a sprawling 
labyrinth of gravel paths, but now that we could read a map properly, 
we found our route easily and made it back in time to our final 
destination at the end of the journey. I drank my coke in a haze of 
exhaustion. It was over. We had all passed and had had a tiring but 
enjoyable time and now looked forward to the long coach journey 
home. 



7 

 

 

 SAVE THE DATES 
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks: 
 

 17th June - Summer Fayre (12.00—3.00pm) 
 

 19th June - Little Saints Father’s Day breakfast (8.00am—9.00am) 
 

 20th June - Little Saints Race for Life (9.45am) 
 

 20th June - Year 6 orienteering at Waltham Abbey 
 

 21st June - Lower school parents evening 
 

 21st June - Year 7 Wellbeing Day 
 

 22nd June - Lower school activity afternoon  

 

 23rd June - Sports Day 
 

 27th June - Year 10 history trip to Tower of London 
 

 27th June - Year 1 and 2 mini Olympics 
 

 28th June - Little Saints trip to Lee Valley Park Farm  
 

 28th June - Reception to Year 4 moving up afternoon 
 

 28th June - Year 6 and new Year 7 induction day 
 

 29th June - Reserve Sports Day 
 

 29th June - Year 6 SRE morning 
 

 1st July - Speech Day (10am) 
 

 

YEAR 3 ASSEMBLY 
Year 3 thoroughly enjoyed performing their class assembly to lower school and their parents this week. 
Much time had been spent in literacy lessons creating their own script, plus time spent learning lines, 
poems and rehearsing drama sections. All the children managed to deliver an amazing performance that 
they should all be very proud of. Well done Year 3! 
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SPORTS REPORT 

ISA ATHLETICS REPORTS 
 
By Olivia S and Olivia M 
 

It was our first time being picked to represent 
the school for athletics and Olivia and I were 
excited. The events we competed in were shot 
put, high jump and ball throw. I came third in 
the shot put, gaining a bronze medal and Olivia 
came 6th in high jump, completing a height of 
1.05m. I was the first to gain a medal for Saint 
Nicholas School and it felt amazing to win. Ben 
Louis and I all won medals and our school team 
also made it into the finals for the relay. The 
level of competition was high but Olivia and I 
were cheering each other on and we were very 
supportive of each other. The competition was 
held at Southend Leisure Centre and the sports 
field was huge! It was very intimidating at first but after a while we got used to it. Overall, our team did 
very well and we are all proud of each other. 
 

By Louis 
 

Selected pupils from Year 5 and 6 took part in the ISA Junior Athletics which was held in Southend. 
The first event of the day was the relay. The quickest six teams out of the two heats go through to the 
final and the Year 5 girls and Year 6 boys got through.  
 

The other event in which Saint Nicholas got to the final was the 75m which was run by Jenson.  
We did not get any medals from the track events but it was great that we made it to the finals.  
 

We did, however, win a couple of medals in the field events. Olivia S got a bronze medal in the shot put, 
which was our first medal of the day, and we got another bronze medal from Ben for cricket ball throw. 
Well done to Ben and Olivia and to all the Saint Nicholas pupils who participated. 
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HARLOW TENNIS COACHING SPORTS DAY REMINDER 

The uptake in tennis coaching on a Friday lunchtime has 
been fantastic. For the last five weeks pupils have received 
first class coaching from Luke and his team, with over fifty 
pupils participating across the lunchtime slots. As a 
consequence, we are entering the Year 5/6 tennis 
tournament this week to back up the need for competitive 
competition. 
 

With Wimbledon round the corner, pupils might like to 
consider taking the opportunity to join Harlow Tennis Club 
and enjoy the game even more! 

Please ensure that all pupils have full 
white kit (white shirt, white shorts and 
white socks), a bottle of water and some 
sun cream and a sun hat for sports day, 
which will take place on Friday 23rd June. 

GIRLS HOCKEY  
 
Last week, an intense, action packed hockey penalty shoot out took place for the Year 8 and 9 girls. At the 
end of the hockey sports education unit of work which took place last half term, some of the teams 
finished on equal points. After their hard work on the various leadership job roles and performances in 
weekly matches, a tied result was out of the question and therefore a penalty shoot out was required to 
determine the overall champion for each year group.  
 

The goal keepers were under pressure to react quickly and save the shots. Well done to all four goal 
keepers - Daniella, Faith, Olivia and Poppy. The Year 8s even ended up going to an intense golden goal 
situation after drawing once again in the penalties.  
  

The winning teams are pictured below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Team Squirrel Squad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alia, Saffron, Ellie, Olivia, Aimee 

Team Danger 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daniella, Georgina, Neha, Holly, Ellie, Harriet 
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LITTLE SAINTS ATHLETICS 
 
Little Saints have very much enjoyed athletics with Mrs Fitch this week. This has involved lots of 
running, jumping and throwing. They are learning to throw overarm for distance and underarm for 
accuracy as well as running around the track in preparation for their Race for Life event which is taking 
place on 20th June. They are also preparing for their flat and sack races on Sports Day on 23rd June at 
1pm. Keep going Little Saints! 

 

 

QUADKIDS 
 
There were outstanding performances by all Year 4 boys and 
girls involved in the QuadKids athletics meeting at Mark Hall 
Academy this week. Jack was the star of the show, winning a 
number of a events and he’s definitely one to look out for in 
the future! 
 

Pupils competed in four 
combined events of 
throwing, jumping and 
running. We await the 
results and will inform you 
all in next week’s 
newsletter. 
 
 

 


