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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 19th May 2017 

FROM THE 
HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

Report by Joshua, Year 10 
 

During the weekend of the 6th and 7th May, 
Year 10 pupils participated in a training 
weekend for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
We learned skills that we would require for the 
actual Duke of Edinburgh expedition, such as 
cooking, tent pitching, and packing appropriate 
clothing i.e. not dressing gowns (lesson 
learned)! The groups each planned their walks 
on paper which was then followed by a night 
walk and some slightly terrifying hide and seek 
in Hillingdon House. We then retired to our 
tents to prepare for the walk the next day. We 
woke up, prepared breakfast, packed up our 
tents and got ready to set out on the walk in our 
four groups. We traversed the perilous 
footpaths and idyllic fields of the Harlow 
countryside, under the shadow of the water 
tower. This also made some us regret wearing 
shorts due to excessive stinging nettle coverage. 
Once we finally made it to the school we were 
exhausted, however, we were proud of our 
achievement and felt ready for the real thing; 
and while it was a fresh and new experience 
that offered challenges, we all seemed to enjoy 
it. 
 

 DUKE OF 
EDINBURGH  

The Year 11 pupils are now fully engaged with their 
GCSEs and we wish them all the very best throughout a 
challenging examination season. Our younger pupils are 
also finishing internal assessments and, while not the 
most welcome of events, I know that the experience will 
prove valuable as pupils progress through the school.  
 

Good luck to Year 10 pupils who will attend another 
Duke of Edinburgh training expedition this weekend. 
Having read Joshua’s report of a previous training 
weekend, it is clear that they are having an enjoyable 
experience, in spite of the stinging nettles, and I am 
grateful for the time 
and support of the 
staff. Many thanks to 
Mr Jackson, Mr 
Smith, Mr Webster 
and Mrs Storey for 
organising and 
preparing the pupils 
for the challenge. 
 

This week, Year 8 pupils were involved with the ‘Soap 
Challenge’ where they embarked on a series of tasks 
associated with the product design, marketing and 
presentation of a new brand of soap. It was a 
challenging activity and I was very impressed with the 
pupils’ ability to work together and meet the 
expectations of the task, despite the time pressures. 
Well done all.  
 

Finally, congratulations to Teddy in Year 4 who 
performed so well whilst representing Karate England at 
an international event held in Ireland last weekend. 
Despite having to compete out of his age division, Teddy 
achieved a bronze medal and should be very proud of 
his efforts. Well done indeed Teddy! 
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FRENCH EXCHANGE 

 

 

 

ALUMNI EVENT 
There is still the opportunity available for an 
upper school pupil to participate in a French 
exchange experience this summer. Mr Chretien, 
father to two children in the lower school, has a 
16 year old nephew, Thibaud, who would like to 
enrich his understanding and practice of 
the English language. 
 

The family live in Le 
Mans, one hour’s drive 
from Tours in the 
beautiful Loire Valley, 
with good fast train 
connectivity and direct 
Stansted flights 
(Ryanair).  

 
This is a wonderful opportunity for a pupil and it 
will be of huge benefit to their language 
learning. If it is of interest to you and your child 
and you would like to know more, please contact 
Mr Chretien on cchretien@hotmail.co.uk.  
 

YEAR 1 ART  

Calling all ex-pupils, staff 
and parents - a warm 
invitation is extended to 
you and your family to 
attend our special Ruby 
Anniversary gathering to 
celebrate forty 
wonderful years at 
Hillingdon House, which is being held on 
Saturday 17th June at the Summer Fayre.  
 

There will be tea, coffee, a baking competition 
as well as photos and memories a plenty!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last week Class 1N experimented by mixing primary colours to make secondary colours and then  
made garden pictures with the different colours.  

mailto:cchretien@hotmail.co.uk
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NUCLEAR RACE 
A huge well done to Joseph, Zach, Louie and Cooper in Year 3 and Sophia and Henry in Year 5 who all 
took part in a very wet and muddy Nuclear Race last weekend.  
 

 

 

 

 

PRE-SCHOOL PE 
Little Saints have been enjoying their PE lessons outside on the sports field.  They have practised the 
flat race, sack race and bat and ball race, which has been good preparation for Sports Day and also 
the forthcoming Race for Life.  Thank you to all that have sponsored the children for the Race for Life 
so far.  
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RECEPTION NEWS 

 

PERFORMING ARTS SUCCESS 

Last week in 
creative 
development 
lessons, Reception 
pupils focused on 
the story, 'The 
Three Billy Goats 
Gruff'. They did a 
great job of 
carefully painting 
their own troll from 
under the bridge.  

In maths the children learnt about sharing and halving. 
The children shared smarties with each other so that 
they could understand how maths is used in real life. 
They then carefully counted their sweets to check they 
had the same. When they didn't, they problem solved by 
ensuring they corrected the amount so they had half 
each. As a special reward the children then got to eat 
their treat!  

Congratulations to Nathan in Year 7.  After working his way 
up the grades over the last five years, he has recently 
achieved ‘Passed with Distinction’ for Performance Arts 
Award RSL Level 2, Grade 5. Excellent work! 
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ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION  

The finals of the Rotary Club Young Chef Competition are being held at 
Birchwood school on Thursday 15th June from 1pm to 5pm.  

 

Parents can view the tables and dishes from 4.30pm followed by a 
presentation of certificates and prizes in the main hall at Birchwood 
school.  

 

SAVE THE DATES 
As mentioned in the newsletter last week, there will be a regular section running in the newsletter, 
focusing on useful dates coming up over the next two week period.  
 
Please see below some ‘save the dates’ for the next two weeks.  
 
 19th/20th May - Duke of Edinburgh practise expedition  
 
 22nd to 26th May - Year 10 Work Experience 
 
 24th May - Lower school musical theatre club performance (8.55-9.25am) 
 
 24th May - ISA U11 girls football tournament held at Saint Nicholas 
 
 26th May - Reception Fairy Tale Picnic (2pm) 
 
 29th May to 2nd June - Half term 

 

MINIBUS DRIVERS  
We are still looking for additional mini bus drivers. If you know of 
anyone who may be interested, please ask them to contact Mrs Mardel 
on: y.mardel@saintnicholasschool.net 
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SPORTS REPORT 

GIRLS HOCKEY 
 
During the Year 7-10 hockey unit of work this year, the girls were working on developing sports 
education skills. Teams were created with a rotation system of job roles including manager, warm up 
coach, skills coach, official, scorers/admin and performers. The girls took their roles very seriously and 
worked towards gaining performance points each week based on their competitive games at the end 
of the lesson, and sports education points were on offer for their effort and performance in their job 
roles. The organisation of the skills coaches from Year 7 was particularly impressive, with planned 
progressive drills each week. 
 
Well done to the winning Year 7 team 
who called themselves ‘Wildfire’. This 
team comprised Lily, Maddie, Kiki, 
Daisy, Olivia, Erin, Lizzie and Eve. 

 

 

KARATE COMPETITION 
 
Teddy in Year 4 travelled to Burnfoot in Ireland last weekend, as part of the Karate England National 
team, for the Irish International Championships.  
 

Along with another competitor from the team, Teddy unfortunately missed his section due to an 
administrative error, and was moved into the 10-13 years tall boys section, two categories above their 
own. There were fifteen boys in the section and despite Teddy being understandably nervous about 
the size difference, he performed well and came away with the bronze medal. The competition was of 
a high standard and all the competitors worked hard. Teddy should be incredibly proud of himself, as 
are we. Well done!  
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ISA ATHLETICS 
 

Report by Grace, Year 11 
 
Last Wednesday, pupils from Year 7 to Year 11 travelled up to Cambridge for the senior ISA athletics 
competition. We got there with loads of time to relax and familiarise ourselves with the track, and Mr 
Brown guided us around and explained where each event would take place. Some pupils also gave 
demonstrations as to what should happen.  
 

As the start of the day was nearing, many pupils were getting anxious for their events but that didn't 
stop them from cheering on their friends/team mates as they threw, jumped and ran around the 400 
metre track. 
 

The day started off well, with Amy claiming her first medal of the day and a ticket to the nationals, and 
Ellie winning a medal in the hurdles. Then came the 1500m (the longest race of the day) where Kiki, 
Claudia, Jasper, Max, Grace and Charlie all competed and did extremely well in their age groups with a 
few medals in the mix.  
 

By the middle of the day the sun was out and lots of the team were enjoying the weather and relaxed 
atmosphere while cheering on their peers. Both field and track events were going well for the team so 
a positive vibe was being spread. Although I think the voucher for free ice cream may have made the 
competitors’ day in the unexpected heat! 
 

The relays at the end of the day were hotly anticipated for all schools. It was 100m sprint for each 
person in the relay team which made the race so much more exciting. We didn't get a good start but 
the person on the second leg flew up the back straight to the third and so on until the final sprinter 
crossed the line and the clock stopped. The teachers were impressed with the changeovers as they 
were pretty professional to watch - the baton didn't even come close to being dropped in any of the 
races.  
 

Over the course of the day the Saint Nicholas team gained over twenty-five medals and eight students 
will be heading to the National event on the 19th June.  
 


