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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday 5th May 2017 

FROM THE 
HEADMASTER’S DESK  

WELL DONE CIARAN 

Two weekends ago, Ciaran, Year 7, participated in 
the UK accordion championships in Liverpool, 
performing in four categories which are listed 
below, along with his placings: 
 

 Polka solo championship (12 years and under) 
- 2nd place. 

 Higher intermediate solo championships (17 
years and under) - 2nd place. 

 Composers competition (junior) - 1st place. 
 Solo competition (13 years and under) - 1st 

place. 
 

Ciaran will soon be taking his grade 6 examination. 
Following this, he will be taking part in a qualifying 
event in the hope of getting through to the CMA 
‘Trophee Mondial’. This is an international festival 
to be held in Onet-Le-Chateau, France, in October. 
Best of luck Ciaran! 
 

Reading through this week’s newsletter, I must 
congratulate all the children who are involved in a 
wide variety of activities, both inside and outside the 
curriculum. We clearly have a large number of 
talented and motivated pupils and I am encouraged 
that they are using their talents to the full.  
 

The extra-curricular programme offered by the 
school continues to grow and I must thank the staff 
for the time that they give, before and after school 
and during lunchtime. Sport in particular has 
progressed considerably this year, with significantly 
more opportunities to play, to train and to compete 
in a variety of different sports. I would like to thank 
Mr Tucker and his team for their efforts in this 
regard and, as we look forward, Saint Nicholas will be 
seeking further opportunities to extend this 
provision.  
 

This week we have been interviewing the Year 10 
pupils who have put themselves forward for roles of 
responsibility next year. I must say how impressed I 
have been with the quality of the applicants and the 
confidence and integrity that they have shown 
throughout the process. As a school, we expect our 
pupils to demonstrate aspiration, moral courage, 
resilience and determination. We value 
compassionate and courteous young people who 
demonstrate  a clear sense of right and wrong and  
who act with the courage of their convictions. Having 
now completed the interview process, I reflect on 
the calibre of pupils in Year 10 and look forward to 
an outstanding body of prefects next year.  
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POETRY WORKSHOP 
Children’s poet and author, Neal Zetter, will be visiting the school next Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, to lead a poetry workshop for Reception to Year 5 pupils. 
 
Children will be able to purchase three of his books, as listed below. All will be signed and dedicated 
and will cost £6 each.  
 
 ‘It's Not Fine to Sit on a Porcupine’ (in the Book Trust's UK's top 15 'Favourite Children's Poetry 

Books') – a fifty poem anthology of Neal's funny poems with full colour cover and black and 
white illustrations inside, for ages 6-13. 

 

 ‘SSSSNAP! Mister Shark’ - full colour throughout, single 'my first performance poem' square 
picture book, for ages 3-6. 

 

 ‘Odd Socks!’ - full colour throughout, single 'my first performance poem' square picture book,  
for ages 3-6.  

 

For more information on Neal and his books, please see www.cccpworkshops.co.uk.  

 

 

ANNIE! SINGING SUCCESS 
Well done to Hadleigh in Year 5 for successfully 
auditioning for the title role of Annie in the Rare 
Productions’ show which will run at Hertford 
Theatre on 8th,9th and 10th June.  
 

This is a fantastic achievement, especially for 
someone of her age.  
 

Break a leg Hadleigh!  

Congratulations to Angel, Year 9, who was 
awarded an impressive Distinction in her grade 
5 singing examination.  
 

In her exam report, Angel’s performance was 
described as ‘charming’, ‘well controlled’ and 
‘thoughtfully expressed’.  
 
 

http://www.cccpworkshops.co.uk
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YEAR 3 SCIENCE 
Class 3HM are enjoying their new science topic - sound. This week they went around the school to see 
which areas are the noisiest and which are the quietest. They were somewhat surprised by some of 
the results, finding the school office to be the noisiest.  

 

LITTLE SAINTS RACE FOR LIFE 
On Tuesday 20th June the Little Saints children will be taking 
part in the school’s Race For Life, raising money for Cancer 
Research. The pre-school children will be invited to run round 
the track on the sports field as many times as they can and 
family members are welcome to come along and watch. 
Children who are not due in pre-school on a Tuesday morning 
are still very welcome to take part.  
 

The Race For Life event will start at 9.45am and every child participating will be awarded a certificate 
and medal.  
 

If you would like to sponsor the children the link to our Just Giving page is https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/littlesaints 

Their favourite part of the topic was making string 
telephones to show that sounds are made when 
objects vibrate. They enjoyed seeing what happens to 
the sound when they are closer to each other or 
when the string is loose.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/littlesaints
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/littlesaints
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PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 
Little Saints’ current topic is 'How does that building stay up?' and this week the children enjoyed 
experimenting with different materials to see which would make a good roof for a house. They used 
bubble wrap, tin foil, a paper towel, hessian and grease proof paper, placing each in turn onto their 
Duplo house before sprinkling water on them. They then discussed whether or not the water would 
go through and make the princess in the house wet.  
 
The children have also enjoyed looking at work by the artist James Rizzi and creating their own 
masterpieces. They have enjoyed building and demolishing buildings and looking at photographs of 
their own homes, looking for similarities and differences between them.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

ISA FOOTBALL TRIALS 
 

Congratulations to Lewis and George for their 
outstanding achievement of successfully making it 
through the Independent Schools Football Association 
trials.  
 

The aim of the ISFA Representative and Development 
Programme is to provide the most talented pupils 
attending independent schools with an opportunity to 
play at a standard higher than normal inter-school 
football and thus to develop and to improve as players. 
 

There were a number of outstanding under 13 football 
players at the Hertfordshire and Essex Regional trials 
which were held at Forest School and, once selected, 
Lewis then went on to represent Hertfordshire and 
Essex at the Regional Festival at Shrewsbury School. 
Unfortunately, George was unable to attend the 
tournament due to going on the school ski trip but it 
was a fantastic achievement to have got through the 
trials nonetheless.  

YEAR 8 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT REPORT 
 
By George and Dempsey 
 
The Year 8 boys went to a football tournament last Thursday at Harlow Football Club. We came up against 

some tough opponents in our first game and suffered a defeat to Burnt Mill 4-1 despite playing better 

towards the end of the game. Our second game was against St Marks who eventually went on to win the 

tournament overall. We lost 3-0 but we held our heads up high and went on to beat Passmores 1-0 in our 

last game, which was a well deserved result for us. We put in a good performance towards the end of the 

tournament and ended up finishing 3rd overall. However, perhaps we could have finished second if we had 

started a bit quicker and been more alert from the off. Special mentions go to George for scoring both goals 

and Jared for pulling off some great saves which kept us in the game in all of our matches.  
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GIFTED AND TALENTED DAY 
 

Sixty-two children from across sixteen schools participated in a day full of sporting enrichment. 
Children were selected by their schools as being either 'gifted and talented' or 'of high mobility' and 
were invited to attend a series of activities run by the HSSP/SGO at Mark Hall Academy. The pupils 
took part in sessions on: BMX-ing, indoor athletics field events, bench-ball and indoor athletics track 
events. The Saint Nicholas pupils behaved impeccably throughout the day and thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves in every sense. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below is a report by Rose, Year 5, about the day: 
 

On Monday 18th April, Rose, Henry, Oliver and Rozie went to a Gifted and Talented day at Harlow 
Leisurezone. We took part in a wide range of exciting activities including rock climbing, tri-golf, tennis 
and many more. Henry and Oliver excelled in the tennis while Rozie did very well in the Zumba and 
Rose showed strength in the tri-golf. Finally, there was a special guest who travelled around the world 
doing break-dancing/hip-hop and she taught us some cool moves. All in all, it was a very successful and 
exciting day! 

 

 

SWIMMING CLUB GIRLS FOOTBALL 

We would like to invite Year 5 pupils to 
our Monday and Tuesday 
morning swimming club, which runs from 
8am - 8.35am. (Lower school booster 
swimming is by invitation on a 
Wednesday before school.) 

Girls football training continues this 
term on Mondays 4-5pm for Years 5 
and 6. The Spurs coaches are 
training the girls, working towards a 
competitive under 11 ISA regional 
football tournament which will take 
place at Saint Nicholas on the 24th 
May. Girls will be selected for this tournament from 
attendance and performance during the Monday 
training sessions. Attendance is therefore vital for those 
wishing to be considered for selection. 
 

The top two teams from the regional tournament will 
go through to the ISA nationals, which will take place at 
St Georges Park on the 26th June. 
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RUGBY TICKETS 
 
The Barbarians will face England for the 16th time since 1990. Tickets for 
the Old Mutual Wealth Cup – England v Barbarians – are available now 
from £5 for children and £25 for adults. 
 
Eddie Jones’ England side take on a star-studded Barbarians team on 
Sunday 28th May in the Old Mutual Wealth Cup. Former France 
captain Thierry Dusautoir will make the final appearance of his career in a 
Barbarians shirt. He’ll be joined by fellow Toulouse players Maxime 
Medard and Patricio Albacete in a side led by head coach Vern Cotter and 
also including Adam Ashley-Cooper and Will Genia.  
 
Link to get tickets is below: 
 
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu/details/event.aspx?
itemref=14941&utm_source=010517PDEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=010517PDEmail&
utm_content=mens  

CRICKET FOCUS 
 

We are delighted to announce that we have 
secured two level 2 Essex cricket coaches to help 
launch and develop school cricket. This is a 
fantastic opportunity for pupils to experience 
the values and competitive edge that cricket 
brings, along with the added incentive of 
competing in fixtures after half term which 
includes hosting a mixed Year 5 and Year 6 pairs 
cricket tournament. 
 

With the outcomes of assessed PE changing so 
dramatically over the last year, pupils need to be 
better prepared as they move through the 
school towards GCSE level. 
 

Both coaches will be imparting their valuable 
knowledge through fun and competitive 
sessions. 

JUNIOR SCHOOLS FOOTBALL CUP 
 

Last Thursday, the Year 5 and 6 team played 
against Church Langley in the Junior Schools Cup 
quarter-final. A very strong team turned up to 
play Saint Nicholas and after 10 minutes of 
deadlock, Church Langley scored two goals in 
quick succession. Saint Nicholas tested the 
opposition’s keeper who rose to every challenge 
- later claiming the man of the match award. The 
second half was a different story as our Year 5s 
and 6s managed to score three goals. 
Unfortunately however, it wasn't enough and 
Church Langley added to their tally as Saint 
Nicholas pushed forward. Church Langley 
proceeded through to the semi-finals.  
 

https://www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu/details/event.aspx?itemref=14941&utm_source=010517PDEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=010517PDEmail&utm_content=mens
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu/details/event.aspx?itemref=14941&utm_source=010517PDEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=010517PDEmail&utm_content=mens
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/rfu/details/event.aspx?itemref=14941&utm_source=010517PDEmail&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=010517PDEmail&utm_content=mens

