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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday  3rd February 2017 

FROM THE 
HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

 

KUNG HEI FAT CHOI! 
Over the last week, much of the lower school has 
enjoyed learning about, and celebrating, Chinese 
New Year.  

Reception have been 
learning about Chinese 
New Year customs and 
have taken part in lots 
of fun activities 

including food 
tasting,  dancing, 
lucky red envelope 
making, lantern 
creating and flag 
making.   

The pre-school 
children celebrated 
too. They enjoyed 
exploring cooked 
noodles, using 
chopsticks, 
making dragon 
masks and tasting 
spring rolls, 
prawn crackers 
and egg fried 
rice! 

Congratulations to the pupils involved in sports 
fixtures this week, a super performance from our 
cross-country runners and a great result for the Year 
8/9 rugby team. Our pupils always do us proud at 
these events and deserve commendation for their 
efforts.  
 

On page 2 you will read the details of our new SMS 
service which we are introducing to the school. We 
will continue to try to improve our communications 
across the school and we hope that this will be 
another step in the right direction.  
 

May I remind parents that we do encourage the use 
of two lanes during pick-up and drop off. These two 
periods are the busiest times of the day and present 
our estate staff with a fairly thankless task of trying to 
organise through traffic and parking within limited 
space. I am grateful to parents for their support, 
patience and cooperation at this time. 
 

This weekend sees the start of the Six Nations. 

Without giving too much away, I will be supporting 

the team in red! 
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SMS MESSAGES 
To improve our 

communications we have 

added SMS messages to our 

system. In order to configure 

the messages correctly 

please can you add the 

following telephone number 

to your phone contacts for ‘Saint Nicholas 

School’: +441992350468. 

 As these messages are sent directly from our 
management information system you will 
not be able to reply to the text messages.   
 
If you have any questions, or would like to 
respond to a message, please contact the usual 
school telephone number or email address. 

 

SHARING LEARNING 
Last Friday afternoon, Year 1 joined Reception to 
share what they have been learning this term. 
They explained that they have been learning about 
pets and have produced their very own fact books 
about animals. The children learnt that there are 
seven different groups of animals and what 
characteristics they need to be in each group. The 
children decided that we must be mammals as we 
have a back bone and lungs! Super work!  

 

HERE COMES THE 
BRIDE 

Year 3 thoroughly enjoyed their re-enactment of 
a wedding at our local church led by Reverend 
Welch. Well done to Mia and Cooper for being 
the bride and groom. Also, a big thank you to St 
Mary's church for allowing us the use of their 
lovely church and helping with our wedding. 
 

After Easter, there will be a re-enactment of a 
baptism which everyone is looking forward to.  
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POETRY SOIRÉE 

 

WHERE DOES SNOW GO? 

Year 6 parents were treated to a poetry soirée on Wednesday last week. Taking the form of a cheese and 
wine evening, parents were entertained by their children's original poetry which was written in English 
lessons last term. 
 

The evening's renditions featured a broad range of poetry forms including haiku, simile poems, extended 
metaphors, ballads and kennings. Adding to the entertainment were a variety of musical pieces performed 
by Year 6 pupils. 
 

The evening was a tremendous success and we look forward to establishing the event as a permanent 
fixture on our calendar. 

Pre-school’s topic for the next two weeks is 'Where does snow 
go?' and to kick start the theme they went on a walk around the 
school grounds looking for signs of winter. They spotted trees 
without leaves, the grey sky and muddy puddles. 
 

There have been lots of activities for the children to explore 
related to this topic, including exploring shaving foam, glitter, ice 
and soap shavings. They have also watched The Snowman 
animation, practised putting on coats, hat and gloves and 
counted buttons to add to snowmen. 
 

Next Thursday they will be celebrating their achievements by holding a winter wonderland session, where 
they are invited to come to pre-school dressed in warm pyjamas and fluffy slippers.  They will be making 
some warm winter treats such as hot chocolate, toasted marshmallows or hot buttered toast and snuggle 
up under fleecy blankets to enjoy a favourite story.  
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ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEFS 
Monday saw the first Rotary Club Young Chefs competition cook off in food preparation and nutrition 
class. Winners will be announced next week after the Year 7 and Year 8 cook offs on Monday and 
Wednesday respectively. Here are some photos of the fantastic meals from this week.  

  

ULTRASPORT AUSTRALIA DAY 
Last Friday, a few of the Reception children came 
in saying it was Australia day as they had heard it 
on the radio. Lots of them wanted to know where 
Australia was, how long it takes to get there and 
what the country is like. In order to answer some 
of these questions they looked up where the UK 
and Australia are, found out  how long it would 
take to fly from London to Sydney, looked at the 
differences between the two countries’ flags and 
then made their own Australian flags. 

Just a quick reminder that Ultra 
Sport will be running two 
holiday activity clubs exclusively 
for boys and girls who are 
pupils at Saint Nicholas School 
from Reception to Year 6:- 

 

Course A – Multi-Sports 
Course B – Dance and Drama 
 

These will run from 9.30am to 3.30pm at the 
school from Monday 13th February to Friday 
17th February.  The cost is £20 per day and you 
may book for a minimum of 3 days.  
 

Please send booking forms and 
fees for the course (unless paid 
by  bank transfer) in an 
envelope marked UltraSport to 
the School Office.   
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SPORTS REPORT 

KARATE SUCCESS 
 

Last Thursday pupils from Saint Nicholas School took part in the Inter School 
District Karate Championships. This year an unprecedented thirteen local 
primary schools entered teams. 
 

United Karate Association (UKA) again hosted what was to be the 3rd annual 
championship at their North Weald dojo, sponsored by Quinn Estates.   
 

UKA provide karate lessons to schools in the London, Essex & Hertfordshire areas 
ensuring pupils’ skills are nurtured whilst developing confidence, instilling 
discipline and guaranteeing fun in a safe environment.   
 

All pupils have been training hard, working on both their fighting and their Kata performances, spending 
two to three hours a week dedicated to this.  The children range from Year 1 to Year 6, making teams which 
span from yellow all the way to brown belt.  For some this was their first competition, others had competed 
before and were supportive to fellow team mates throughout. 
 

The event was extremely well orchestrated - a testament to the efficiency of the UKA event team.  This is 
especially impressive when you consider that there were a total of 126 competitors taking part.  
 

After ten exciting Kata events Saint Nicholas, Willingale, Coopersale and Lambourne End (reigning 
champions) were neck and neck.   
 

In total, Saint Nicholas achieved a fantastic fifteen medals across both Kata & Fighting categories.  This is a 

personal best for the school.  This well-deserved achievement is the result of the pupils’ hard work in 

training, commitment to their individual development and their enthusiasm as a team to represent Saint 

Nicholas with pride.  
 

The final points table read as follows:  

1. Lambourne  64  
2. Chipping Ongar 61 
3. Coopersale Hall 58 
4. Saint Nicholas   56 
5. Willingale  53 
6. Ongar   52 
7. High Ongar  48 
8. Moreton   48 
9. St Andrews  42 
10. Ivy Chimneys  40 
11. Epping   39 
12. Coopersale TG 38 
13. Epping Upland 16 
 

Thank you to Thomas, Teddy, Lucy, Eleanora, Theo, Connor, Alice, Charlotte, Sophie, Holly, Patrick and 
Ciara who represented the school during the championship. You have all made Saint Nicholas very proud.   
 

For further news and information regarding UKA please contact Sensei Daniel Thackray (07502 261891), 
‘like’ the Facebook page and ‘follow’ the Instagram account (please search ‘Karate Harlow & Chelmsford 
UKA’).   
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ESSEX SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY - YEAR 7 & 8 
 

Earlier this week saw the Essex Schools’ Cross Country competition take place. It was a great day with 
approximately 250-300 pupils participating in each race. The highest Saint Nicholas finisher was Ellie who 
came a credible 30th. Well done to all that took part! 

YEAR 8/9 RUGBY WIN, BY JOSEPH YEAR 9  
 

On Monday, the Year 8/9 team played against Roding Valley. This was our last game of the season and we 
wanted to go out with a memorable victory. Roding Valley kicked off and we were quickly on the 
offensive, showing great speed and getting out to the wing. We scored three unconverted tries in the first 
half with great work from William getting two and Max getting one.  
 

We came in for a team talk at half time realising the job was not yet done and we had to keep up the 
momentum to score more tries. We kicked off and quickly went to work with Jacob, Tomas and Easton all 
scoring. Roding Valley then scored a drop goal and an unconverted try but it was not enough to pull back.  
 

The team played very well and we were very pleased with the victory of 44-8. It was a tough start to the 
season but we finished on a high. Everyone played an outstanding game and were happy that they had 
contributed.  


