
1 

 

fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday  27th January  2017 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

THE SCENTED GARDEN 
Last week Year 2 visited Harlow Garden Centre as the topic they are studying at the moment is ‘The Scented 
Garden’ which is all about plants. The children thoroughly enjoyed the outing, especially the workshop led by 
the manager, who introduced the children to growing sunflowers and how to smell different herbs such as 
rosemary, thyme and mint. He also talked to them about olive trees and explained how plants are often used 
to make medicine.  

A week which, I think, has reminded us all what winters used to be 
like, the frosted grounds, beautiful in the morning but with a 
definite nip in the air!  We are regularly gritting and salting steps 
but do please take care, particularly when dropping off early and 
picking up late.  
 

In assembly today we observed Holocaust Memorial Day and 
discussed the importance of recognising and challenging 
discrimination and prejudice in all its forms. As a school I believe 
strongly in our role, alongside parents, of supporting and guiding 

the children in our care and holding true to our core values of respect, tolerance and compassion. Clearly 
we will not always get everything right, pupils like adults make mistakes, but the path is nonetheless 
worth travelling. 
 

On Wednesday Year 6 treated parents and staff to an evening of music and poem at our Poetry Soirée.  

I was delighted to see so many pupils taking part and grateful for the support of all the parents who 
attended. Well done also to our highly successful karate club who represented the school this week in 
competition. A full report will follow next week.  
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ALIENS LOVE UNDERPANTS 
Over the last week Reception have been having lots of fun with the story 'Aliens Love Underpants'. 
They have designed real pants, created some on the iPads and made their own aliens wearing pants.  



3 

 

 

SCIENCE MAD 
On Wednesday Reception had a fantastic day 
learning about space with Andy from Mad 
Science. They ordered the planets and then 
learnt about the solar system.  

Oscar from Year 3 then came to visit to continue 
the discussion about space. The children had lots 
of questions about rocket launches so they 
decided to become astronauts and launch to the 
moon. The children climbed aboard the space 
shuttle, put on their seat belts and launched into 
space! They discussed how it feels to travel 
upside down, how the astronauts must have felt 
spending four days reaching the moon and why 
the special training was so important.   

 

PRE-SCHOOL NEWS 

 
The pre-school children have continued with their 
rainbow theme and this week have made jelly 
rainbow fish, explored rainbow coloured spaghetti 
and created their own rainbow wands.  They very 
much enjoyed dancing with their wands and 
singing the colours of the rainbow song. 
 

Next week they will be celebrating Chinese New 
Year and will begin the next topic - 'Where does 
snow go?', when they will be looking at why snow 
melts, cold weather, melting and freezing and 
seasonal changes. 

Don't forgot the pre-
school Valentines 
breakfast on Friday 
10th February 8am - 
9am. Parents and 
carers are invited in 
to the pre-school to 
enjoy breakfast 
together.  
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HARRY POTTER TRIP 
Last week Year 9 dusted off their witches’ hats and wands and enjoyed a trip to the Harry Potter 
Studios.  

 

ULTRA SPORT HOLIDAY CLUB 
This February half term holiday, Ultra Sport will be running two holiday activity 
clubs exclusively for boys and girls who are pupils at Saint Nicholas School from 
Reception to Year 6:- 
 

Course A – Multi-Sports, Course B – Dance and Drama 
 

These will run from 9.30am to 3.30pm* at the school from Monday 13th February to Friday 17th 
February.  The cost is £20 per day and you may book for a minimum of 3 days.  
 

All of the coaches are fully qualified and DBS checked and have first aid and child protection training. 
 

The Multi-Sports course will focus on improving general skills and there will be many small sided 
matches and tournaments with prizes at the end of the week. The activities include short tennis, table 
tennis, badminton, rounders, basketball, hockey, football, cricket, dodge ball and fun team games. 
 

The Dance and Drama course will give your child the opportunity to learn modern, 
street and other dance styles, drama and acting techniques, and general confidence 
building in a fun, exciting and safe environment. 
 

Children will need to wear appropriate clothing and bring a packed lunch, drinks and 
snacks. 
 

*Additional before and after care will be provided from 8.30 to 9.30am and from 3.30 to 4.15pm with 
an additional charge of £3 per session payable directly to the coaches on the day. Please arrive in the 
playground under the sails. 
 

Due to the requirements to meet the appropriate coaching ratios in advance, 
bookings will not be able to be re-arranged or cancelled once booked.  There will 
need to be a minimum of 12 children for each course. 
 

Please send booking forms and fees for the course (unless paid by  bank transfer) 
in an envelope marked UltraSport to the School Office.  Thank you. 
 

The booking form is sent with this newsletter as a separate attachment.  
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ECO CLUB 
Eco club started the term full steam ahead! 
They are helping with a new project to 
create a willow tunnel to grow in our 
beautiful school grounds. They visited our 
neighbour school to take cuttings from their 
willow trees. Mrs Fearon was so impressed 
with how well they worked as a team.  

 

YEAR 1 VISIT TO THE ECO GARDEN 

Year 1 have been exploring the eco garden 
this week. They were trying to find 
invertebrates hiding in the bug hotels. They 
had so much fun working together and 
trying to work out if the small creatures 
were vertebrates or invertebrates.  
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SPORTS REPORT 

ISA SWIMMING NATIONALS 
 

The pupils who competed for East Anglia in the swimming nationals over the weekend were a credit to 
the school. They were all determined to compete to the best of their ability and some even swam in 
extra events on the day due to other East Anglia representatives not being able to attend at short 
notice. The pupils should be very proud of themselves for reaching the national level to compete 
against the highest standard of swimmers across the country. Well done to everyone who took part, in 
particular to Ellie, Claudia, Henry and Grace who came fourth in some of their events, just narrowly 
missing out on a medal position. We look forward to our school swimming lessons beginning again after 
Easter. 
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ESSEX CROSS COUNTRY FINALS  
 
Charlie (Year 10) and Georgina (Year 9) represented West Essex schools in the cross country finals on 
Saturday at Colchester Fields. The frozen conditions made the course very difficult. However, 
Georgina finished in the top 10 for West Essex and 37th out of a field of around 80 girls and 
Charlie, who was competing against Year 11s, finished a very credible 5th place for West Essex and 
48th out of around 80 competitors. Another brilliant result for Saint Nicholas school - well done! 
 
 

HOCKEY NOTICE 
 

 

Just a quick reminder 
that Year 7 and 10 
girls must have shin 
pads and gum shields 
prepared for hockey 
lessons. 

FOOTBALL TRAINING STARTS NEXT WEEK 
 
With the rugby season drawing to a close 
and the football season approaching, our 
extra-curricular programme for football 
will begin next week. 
 
Monday - Year 8/9 with Mr Tucker 4-5pm 
Tuesday - Year 5/6/7 with Mr Brown 4-5pm 
Wednesday - Year 10/11 with Mr Tucker 4-5pm 
 
Looking forward to a big turn out! 
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YEAR 3/4 BASKETBALL  
 
It was an excellent outing for all the Year 3 and 
4 pupils selected for the recent Harlow schools’ 
basketball festival. Two teams played on the day 
- one team scoring the most baskets collectively 
with Jack accumulating the most points 
individually. A great result! 

YEAR 6/7 FOOTBALL  
 
 

Last week the Year 6 and 7 girls played in their 
end of season football tournament at Passmores 
against various Harlow schools.  
 

The girls have been training on Mondays with the 
Spurs coaches and have been enthusiastic 
throughout. It has been great to see the girls 
transfer their skills in training to their fixtures and 
improve over the weeks.  
 

A particular well done goes to Lily and Kiki who 
were selected as players of the match by the 
referees of the games. The girls played four 
games, beating two Mark Hall teams, drawing 
with St Marks and narrowly losing to Stewards.  
 

Well done to all the girls who took part. Training 
continues Mondays 4-5pm. 

NETBALL TRAINING 
 
 Netball team training starts again on Monday 30th January 4-5pm 

for Year 8-11 girls. 
 
The last Year 7 netball training of the season will be on Tuesday 
31st January.  


