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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday  20th January  2017 

FROM THE 
HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

LOOKING FOR 
SIGNS OF WINTER 

Reception donned 
their winter woollies 
and got out and about 
to look for signs of 
winter last Friday.  
 

They discovered 
snowy trees, 
footprints in the 
snow, a frozen 
pond and even 
fresh snowflakes which were falling from 
the sky as they explored.  

 
They all had a 
wonderful time!  
 
 

I was delighted to see so many parents at the lower 
school parents’ workshop on Wednesday which focused 
on supporting pupils’ progress within English and 
mathematics. It is clear from the number of parents who 
attended and from comments thereafter, that it was a 
well received event and something that we should look 
to repeat in the future. I strongly believe that developing 
this partnership between home and school, providing 
consistency in expectations and shared values, can only 
benefit the children in our care. We look forward to 
providing more of these opportunities for parents 
moving forward. 
 
Many thanks to all the pupils who have, in the last few 
days, been pedalling frantically on exercise bikes in the 
entrance to Hillingdon House. The pupils are sponsored 
for their efforts and funds raised will go to Grove 
Cottage, a deserving charity and one which the school 
has consistently supported over the years. Well done to 
everyone involved! 
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HOW MANY COLOURS IN A RAINBOW? 

 

ROTARY CLUB YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION 

Pre-school’s current topic is 'how many colours in a rainbow?' 
In keeping with this theme, this week they have enjoyed a 
range of colour related activities such as using hammers and 
pestles and mortars to break up colouring crayons before 
baking them in cupcake cases.  The children were all amazed at 
the beautiful rainbow crayon cakes that they created. 

 
 
The children also learnt about how a 
rainbow is formed and have enjoyed 
learning some songs and rhymes about 
colours.  

We have had several team entries for both the junior and intermediate sections of this very popular 
competition but there is still time to enter a team or, if pupils would like to take part but do not have a 
team, please let Mrs Ridley-Warren know and she will try to organise one for you. 
 
Cook-offs will take place on the following dates after school, 4.00 to 5.30 pm: 
 
Intermediate - Monday 30th January  (Year 9 and 10 teams) 
Junior - Monday 6th February (Year 7 and 8 teams) 
 
If you have any questions please contact Mrs Ridley-Warren, Deputy Head of Middle School and 
teacher of food preparation & nutrition - j.ridley-warren@saintnicholasschool.net  
 
Good luck to all. 
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DON’T WORRY, BE HAPPY 

In lower school assembly on Wednesday we discussed spreading kindness and happiness when 
people may be feeling a little sad, cold and lonely. Mrs Shubrook spoke to the children about the 
importance of spreading happiness by small acts of kindness and explained that Saturday 21st 
January is National Hug Day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On a similar theme, for all of this term, Reception children have been selected to take part in a 27 
Day Accelerator Challenge to 'Spread the Happiness' and make Mrs Shubrook and Mrs Schofield-
Paffett ‘Spread the Happiness’ teachers! This involves 27 days of exciting activities with a theme each 
week.  

 
 
Last week was 'Happy Maths'. The children took part in digit dancing, explored how big one million is 
and danced to ‘big fish, little fish’! This week is ‘Kindness and Community Week’ and they have 
turned their attention to baking and have been busy making rock cakes and writing thank you notes 
to people who help us.  
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YEAR 6 POETRY 
EVENING 

Year 6 parents are reminded of the poetry 

evening taking place on Wednesday 25th January 

in the theatre from 5.00 to 6:30pm.  

Anyone who still wishes to attend should contact 

Mrs Brooks in the front office as soon as possible.  

 

VLE 

We have added a column to the VLE so parents 
are able to see whether an iPad/computer is 
necessary for homework tasks. See https://
sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/
saint-nicholas-school-learning-environment/
homework-pages 
 

 

It’s lovely to see different year groups working together. Here are Classes 1N and 4F sharing books in 
the library.  
 

 

SHARING IS CARING... 

https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school-learning-environment/homework-pages
https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school-learning-environment/homework-pages
https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school-learning-environment/homework-pages
https://sites.google.com/a/saintnicholasschool.net/saint-nicholas-school-learning-environment/homework-pages


5 

 

SPORTS REPORT 

RECEPTION GYMNASTICS 
 

Reception are working on mats and benches in their gymnastics lessons this half term. They are 
learning how to handle and move the mats and benches safely and effectively by working as a team. 
They have explored many different ways of going over, under and along the benches and can jump off 
using the check and stretch action like professional gymnasts. 

 

ELLIE KOYANDER BACK TO INSPIRE PUPILS 
 
 

YEAR 6/7 RUGBY VS RODING VALLEY 
 
The boys started the game extremely well, taking 
an early lead with a well worked try by the 
forwards. Rucking and tackling was a vast 
improvement on previous games.  
 
However, as the game progressed the team lost 
its shape and began leaking tries. The final score 
was 5-2 to Roding Valley.   
 
This has been an enjoyable season with lots to 
take forward into next year. Well done boys! 

British Olympic skier, Ellie Koyander, returned to 
Saint Nicholas on Wednesday to follow up on 
her last visit before Christmas. Ellie was the 
youngest female ever to have competed in an 
Olympic freestyle skiing event for Great Britain 
and also  qualified for the finals in the 2010 
Winter Olympics. 
 

She once again shared her passion and love of 

sport during the lower school assembly and then 

led an inspiring classroom session for the Year 5 

pupils.  Ellie has been a great ambassador for Sky 

Sports and we look forward to working with her 

again in the near future. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freestyle_skiing
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YEAR 6 BASKETBALL REPORT BY BEN 
 

Last Tuesday I boarded the Saint Nicholas minibus with my team mates Louis,  Jenson, Ruby, Paige and 
Evie for the short journey to Mark Hall to represent the school in a mixed six-a-side basketball 
tournament. Ten teams were competing and each team was split into two, to play a three minute half 
each. I am proud to report that we won all our matches and came out on top overall which means we 
will compete in the area finals next week. 
 

Everyone played extremely fast, committed basketball and particular praise goes to Ruby who was 
really consistent in her shooting. Louis also showed great dribbling skills. 
 

We are really looking forward to next week and, with the great coaching of Mr Brown, we hope to 
continue Saint Nicholas’ great reputation at this tournament. 

FINALS UPDATE  
 

On Tuesday the team competed in the basketball finals. Once 
again a very competitive team put on an excellent display, 
narrowly losing in the semi-final to Church Langley. 
 

Huge congratulations to the team and Mr Brown for coaching the 
side. 

YEAR 8 NETBALL 
 

This week the Year 8 netball team competed against 
Mark Hall in a friendly match. The girls will be 
entering the second part of the competitive netball 
league soon, so they used this match to get 
themselves back into the swing of things. They were 
confident and played well, winning the game 11-2. 
Player of the match was awarded by Mark Hall to 
Ellie, who was also scouted by the Tegate Netball 
Club coaches who were there. Megan, our Year 11 
GCSE pupil, also came along to continue practising 
her umpiring and scoring skills. Megan recently went 
on an England netball beginners’ umpiring course and 
is now officially qualified.  
 

Well done to all the girls who took part in the fixture. 
We look forward to seeing you all develop further in 
the forthcoming Harlow Schools League fixtures. 

GOOD LUCK MESSAGES 
 

Good luck to all pupils competing in the ISA 
Swimming Nationals this Saturday at the 
London Olympic Park. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Good luck to Georgina Handford and Charlie 
Hill who are competing in the Essex County 
Cross Country Championship on Saturday. 


