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FROM THE 
HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

SIR JOHN SWIRE 
From Derek Wilson, Chair of Governors, 2001 - 12. 
 

We were all saddened 
to hear that Sir John 
Swire, the School's 
benefactor, had 
passed away at the 
age of 89 a fortnight 
ago. 
  

He grew up at Hubbards Hall, built originally in 1469 as 
a monastery, (now called That Amazing Place), and 
Hillingdon House was built by his Father in 1907, initially 
as a hunting lodge and stables for the family to 
entertain friends and guests. During the Second World 
War the Swire family granted Hillingdon House as an 
annex to Harlow Hospital to treat wounded soldiers. 
  

Sir John subsequently founded the 'Sir John Swire St 
Nicholas School Educational Charitable Trust' and 
granted the lease of Hillingdon House and the grounds 
to the School at a peppercorn rent in 1977.   

This was organised by the School's past Chairman Ian Liddell who chaired the Board of Governors, (and was 
himself a past pupil of Saint Nicholas), from 1973 to 2000. He facilitated the building of Swire House which was 
opened by Sir John and his wife Lady Moira in 1997. 
 

Sir John's family business, John Swire and Son, was founded by his great, great grandfather, the first John Swire, 
in 1816 and has grown to become an international conglomerate, based in Hong Kong, in finance, property and 
shipping with a majority interest in Cathay Pacific airlines. Sir John became Chairman of the Group in 1966 and 
Honorary Life President in 1997.  He was awarded a CBE in 1977 and knighted in 1990. 
  

Sir John and his wife took a great interest in Saint Nicholas, paying much anticipated visits to tour the buildings 
and the grounds, taking a special interest in the trees at the School - especially the oak trees at the front, 
planted by his father Jock. 
  

The School will certainly miss his kindly, humble and generous interest in Saint Nicholas but will be comforted in 
the knowledge that his son Barnaby, who frequently accompanied his father and mother on visits to the School 
and on Speech Days, took over as Chairman of The Swire Group in 2015 and will continue with the Trust's 
interest in Saint Nicholas. 

Many congratulations to all the children who have 
been involved with Christmas events over the past 
few weeks. The standard of performance has been 
very high indeed and the variety and quality of 
each production has been a testament to the 
efforts and talents of all the staff and pupils 
involved. I have been delighted to see so many 
parents at these events and I know that you have 
enjoyed the children’s performances as much as I 

have.  
 

As we come to the end of 
term and having donned 
my Christmas Jumper, it 
remains for me only to 
wish you all a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year.  
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CAROL SERVICE 

The Carol Service was a wonderful and festive way to end the school term.  All the readers read 
clearly and confidently, and the Year 10 drama performance was excellent with a particular 
mention to Tom - our impressive King Herod.  The choir sang angelically throughout and the 
musicians from various year groups performed expressively and demonstrated their high level 
of skill and ability. 
 

Thank you to the many staff who were involved in preparing all the different elements to create 
such a successful Carol Service. 
 

Mrs Chadwick  
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JUNIOR CONCERT 

The Junior Christmas Concert was a fantastic success from the delights of singing from the choir to 
each year group performing their own musical pieces. Piano soloists demonstrated their skills and 
what they have been learning in their music lessons.  Olivia and Hadleigh sang beautiful solos and 
Tara also performed for the first time on her guitar. For many of the pupils it was their first public 
performance and Mrs Jones and I are incredibly proud of what everyone has achieved. Well done! 
 

Mrs Chadwick  

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 

Thank you to Chef Craig and the catering team for a 
wonderful Christmas dinner on Thursday.  
 
Here are some of the Reception children enjoying 
theirs! 
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Wow! Thank you to Nikolas’s mummy in Reception 
for making this absolutely stunning cake!  

CHRISTMAS CAKE 

 

EYFS NATIVITY 

EYFS performed their Nativity yesterday. They all worked so hard and were superstars and Ame-
lie stole the show with her solo performance. Well done 
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YEAR 10 CAREERS 
FAIR 

On Friday, Evie, Yasmin and Grace found out 
whether they had a bright future as brick 
layers at 'Skills London', the biggest careers 
fair in the UK.  

Year 10 enjoyed a day exploring a wide variety 
of vocations, and a couple of lucky pupils also 
lined themselves up for exciting work 
experiences in the summer. And the girls' 
building skills? I think our local bricklayers can 
sleep at night comforted by the knowledge 
that their jobs are safe for now.  

 

READING BUDDIES 

The Year 2s have been enjoying reading in the 
library this week. Here they are with their 
buddies. 

 

RECEPTION MEET SANTA 

Reception had a wonderful time visiting Santa Claus on Monday!  
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YEAR 6 ENGLISH 

Christmas Tree 
 
by Maisey and Amelia: 
 
When I get pulled out of my cramped space,  
I stretch my arms and try to breathe, 
I feel something tickling me! 
Then I realise it is my scarf being wrapped around me -
ready for the winter: 
It's 1 ½  degrees outside - brrrr! 
What a breeze -  
got to keep inside. 
The crown being fitted on my prickly hair 
At night I stand in my place 
with twinkly lights all over my face 
Gifts and presents go under my dress 
Waiting to be addressed 
to all the good girls and boys. 
Hopefully the children will be impressed! 
My earrings see shadows of blue.... 
But once again it is time to be back in my bed, 
ready for another year. Gosh! That seems far ahead! 
 

In English, 6W have used their new understanding of poetic devices to write personification 
poems about Christmas trees. In order to be successful, the poets had to imagine what it might 
be like to be a Christmas tree. The results are highly descriptive:  

Christmas Tree 
 
by Paige, Faith and Ruby 
 
Jewellery on my arms 
Crown sitting on my head,  
Glistening through the night. 
Twinkling scarf itching my neck, 
Fat legs holding me up high, 
Even though I am green, 
I am the brightest thing you have ever seen. 
Presents by my toes, 
Waiting to be opened. 
Santa is right by my side - 
Making me the prettiest! 

Christmas Tree 
 
by Reggie and Felix 
 
Standing tall, 
Shining in the night, 
Covered in my jewellery, 
Crowded by my fans, 
Being showered with gifts. 
I stretch my arms out, 
My itchy scarf around my neck. 
I hear the joyful laughter 
And see the happy children 
opening their gifts with excitement. 
Then, when the day is over, 
I retire back to my shed,  
Waiting for another year. 
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HISTORY OFF THE PAGE DAY 

Last Friday was our ‘History off the Page’ day. Here are a few photos of the activities... 
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SPORTS REPORT 

 

ISA CROSS COUNTRY SUCCESS 
 
On Friday 9th December Saint Nicholas had their most successful ISA cross country competition to date! 
 
No less than fourteen pupils qualified for the national finals in March which is outstanding!  
 
Well done to Charlie, Ellie , Georgina, Megan, James, Louis, Harrison, Jacob, Lucas, Ellie, Claudia, Kiki , Rosie 
and Ben.  
 
Please ensure you continue with your training and use the time allocated within your games lessons to 
practise with Mr Tucker.  
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INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
 
Inter-house cross country was hotly contested 
this year. The top five places were awarded house 
points for the following positions: 
 
10 house points 1st 
8 house points 2nd 
6 house points 3rd 
4 house points 4th 
2 house points 5th 
 

And the winners are: 
 

Year 4  
Boys - Jack 
Girls - Lottie 
 

Year 5 
Boys - Kane  
Girls - Rose  
 

Year 6 
Boys - Ben  
Girls - Paige  
 

Year 7 
Boys - Lucas  
Girls - Kiki 
 

Year 8 
Boys - Jacob  
Girls - Ellie 
 

Year 9 
Boys - Max  
Girls - Megan  
 

Year 10 
Boys - Charlie 
Girls - Aisha  

GIRLS FITNESS FRENZY 
 
The girls in Year 6-10 have been working on 

developing their fitness across various areas during 

PE lessons this term. They have taken part in 

a range of fitness tests, fitness and sports skills 

circuits, obstacle courses, fartlek training and have 

completed an orienteering challenge.  

A particular well done to Paige (Year 6), Kiki (Year 

7), Ellie (Year 8), Megan (Year 9) and Yasmin (Year 

10) who have all done extremely well over the 

fitness unit of work. 

ORIENTEERING CHALLENGE 
 
The orienteering Christmas challenge winners are: 

 
Year 7 - Kiki, Daisy and Madeleine 
Year 8 - Keara and Lara 
Year 9 - Angel and Holly 

GIRLS PE/GAMES MESSAGE 
 
After Christmas girls PE Year 6-10 will be dance - 
black leggings for this activity are optional. 

 
Girls Games Year 6-10 will be football/hockey - all 
pupils must have football boots, trainers, shin 
pads and gumshields in school for sports lessons. 
Please make sure gumshields are moulded 
properly at home and have them ready for the 
first sports lesson in January. 
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MORE SPURS BALL BOY/GIRL NEWS 
 
Last Wednesday, Mr Tucker provided Mark, Izzy, Harry, Conrad, George and me with an amazing 
opportunity at the Tottenham Hotspur training ground. We were ball boys and ball girls for the 
Tottenham versus CSKA Moscow fixture.  
 
We were kitted out in the latest Spurs thermal jackets which ensured we were warm. I was 
involved in the game many times and the players were very kind and didn't mind if I made a 
mistake and dropped the ball. The staff were all very kind and looked after us, providing us with 
some of the best food we have ever tasted! Thank you Mr Tucker for the amazing opportunity! 
 
By Olivia, Year 10 

 

WISHING YOU A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND  
A HAPPY NEW YEAR!  


