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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday  9th December  2016 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 

 

WINNING CHRISTMAS CARD 

Congratulations to Sophia in Year 5 for designing the winning Christmas card, 
shown here.  
 
This card will be sent to local schools, governors and supporters of Saint 
Nicholas. We received many excellent pieces of artwork and the decision was 
not an easy one but Sophia's design jumped out with its original use of the 
school's crest.  

Many thanks to all the parents who attended the Year 1 and 2 Nativity on Wednesday afternoon and 
evening. It really was a super performance and I would like to congratulate all the children involved. For 
many it would have been their first time on the stage but nevertheless, they all took it in their stride. 
Thank you to the class teachers who supported the children throughout and particularly to Mrs Bradford 
and Mrs Jones for all their efforts preparing the children. After both performances there was a collection 
for the Royal National Lifeboat Institute and I am delighted to say that, through your generosity, we will be 
able to pass on over £300.00.  

 
Last week the school received the very sad news that Sir 

John Swire passed away. The Swire family have long 

been great supporters of Saint Nicholas and indeed set 

up the educational trust on the Swire Estate.  Sir John 

himself opened Swire house in 1987 with his son 

Barnaby opening Margaret Jones House in 2006 and 

Lady Moira Swire opening the Performing Arts Theatre in 

2009. We are grateful for the continuing support of the 

Swire family and we pass on our condolences at this 

time.  
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END OF TERM ARRANGEMENTS 
As we near the end of a very busy term here are some useful reminders for end of term 
arrangements:  
 
 The final day of term is Friday 16th December - pre-schoolers finish at 11.30am, Reception-

Year 2 at 11.45am, Year 3-5 at midday and Year 6-11 at 12.15pm.  
 
 We will be supporting Edie's Butterfly Appeal with Christmas Jumper Day on the last day. All 

pupils are invited to wear a Christmas jumper and should bring in a £2.00 donation. 
 
 The Friends will be holding their Christmas Fayre from 12-3.00pm. 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS HOUSE ASSEMBLY 

To all parents of lower school children who are attending the Christmas Fayre... 
 

The children will be having lunch in school from 12pm and will be 
supervised by class teachers at this time.   
 

Lower school pupils must be supervised at the fayre by their own or 
another parent and should be collected from the infant playground 
at 12.30pm. Please do not arrive at the school car park school earlier 
than 12.25pm as the remainder of the school will be dismissed prior 
to this. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.  

The Christmas house assembly took place last week with tree decorating and paper chain 
making aplenty! 
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YEAR 1 & 2 NATIVITY 

These were just some of the many 
positive comments made by 
parents, praising the performances of 
children in Year 1 and 
2, who performed their Christmas 
Nativity play to packed audiences 
earlier this week. 
 

A very big 'jolly well done' to all the 
children for their fantastic 
singing, delivery of lines and 
impressive vocal and physical 
expression. Mrs Bradford, Mrs Jones 
and all of your teachers are 
extremely proud of your great 
achievements. 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed towards the collection. 
£302.74 was raised for RNLI.  

“That was ABSOLUTELY 
brilliant!”  

“The children were wonderful!”  

“A fantastic performance!” 
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CHRISTMAS MENU 

 

STAMPS FOR CHARITY 

 

Did you know that more stamps will be used over 
the Christmas period than the rest of the year? 
 
This year we will be collecting used stamps to send 
on to Hearing Dogs for Deaf People as this helps to 
raise valuable funds for the charity.  
 

Please collect any used stamps you have and bring 
them in marked for Pauline Jones.  
 

When cutting/tearing the stamps from the envelope, 
please leave approximately 1/2cm of paper around 
the stamp.  
 
Foreign stamps can also be included but should be 
put in a separate envelope and clearly marked as 
‘foreign stamps only’ as these generate a greater 
revenue.  
 
Many thanks.  

 

DROP OFFS/PICK UPS 
We would like to remind parents 
to use two lanes when dropping 
off their children in the morning, 
either going straight ahead to 
the drop and go point or right 
into the playground.  
 

In the afternoon parents should 
also come up the drive in two 
lanes, merging at the top of the 
drive and heading into the 
playground to collect their children.  
 

From Monday 12th December the barrier will be 
closed from 8.40am.  If you arrive after 8.40am 
please use the car park.  
 
Thank you. 
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LOCAL ELDERLY CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Last Friday Year 10 pupils and staff welcomed forty 
guests from the local elderly community to join them 
for the Saint Nicholas School annual Christmas party.  
This event is organised by the Year 10 pupils and it was 
clear from the start that this year was going to be the 
best ever! 

The fantastic entertainment consisted of pupils singing, 
playing musical instruments, dancing and ballet. The 
guests thoroughly enjoyed all the performances with 
Ciaran on his accordion being a particular favourite.  
 

A new addition to the event this year was that the 
guests were served a full Christmas dinner, waited on 
by the pupils. Bingo was joyfully played and raffle 
prizes won before Santa arrived to give everyone a 
present.  

Year 10 would like to thank all the pupils and 
staff involved in the party. Without their help 
and guidance, such a successful party would 
not have been possible. 

 

 

CAKE DECORATING 
Chef Adam ran a Christmas cake decorating  demo at lunchtime on Wednesday and the names of 
three lucky winners were pulled from a hat. They were Patrick in Year 1, Deborah in Year 6 and 
William in Year 9.  
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MAGIC TRAIL 

On Tuesday afternoon, while all lower school 
pupils were at the pantomime, some special 
visitors arrived… 
 
There was Christmas music and dancing 
reindeer outside Margaret Jones House and 
Jubilee House, and as soon as the children 
arrived back after the panto, they were quick to 
spot a magical glitter trail. The trail led to every 
lower school classroom and also into the Little 
Saints setting.  
 
The children were most excited to see a 
message from Santa written in sweets and a 
card and book left as a present for the class.  

 

Our annual Carol Service takes place next Thursday 
15th December at St Mary's Church in Churchgate 
Street. All middle and upper school pupils will be 
involved in this traditional, festive event. 
  

We very much welcome parents coming along to enjoy 
the Service, but please be aware that seating is 
limited. There will be additional standing room 
available. Parking in Churchgate Street is very limited 
and parents may park at school from 1.30pm. 
  

Please arrive by 2.15pm and allow the pupils to take 
their places before 
sitting inside the 
church. The Service 
commences at 2.30pm 
and ends at around 
4.00pm.  
 
Mrs Chadwick 

CAROL SERVICE  

MR COX’S BAND 

Our talented guitar, bass and 
drum teacher, Mr Cox and his 
band, Oka Vanga, are 
performing locally next Friday. 
If anyone is interested, the 
details are below: 
 

Oka Vanga, 
Epping Folk Club, 
St John the Baptist Church,  
Epping High Street, 
16th December 2016 at 7pm 
 
Tickets are £12.50 and must be 
purchased in advance online at 
www.eppingfolkclub.com 
or www.okavanga.com 
 

 
 

http://www.eppingfolkclub.com/
http://www.okavanga.com/
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SPORTS REPORT 

 

SATURDAY RUGBY MATCH REPORTS  

YEAR 10/11 
On Saturday the Year 10/11 rugby team played 
a fixture against St Ignatius. It was an exciting, 
well contested match as both teams played 
their best. Despite missing some key players we 
still managed to give our opponents a hard 
match. Everyone in the team took advice from 
Mr Brown and Mr Tucker and used it as much as 
they could in the match.  
 

It took us a while to settle but as we started to 
get into the game we showed our opponents 
the real Saint Nicholas. With great passing and 
fast running we managed to get try after try. 
The team also made some great tackles 
preventing St Ignatius from scoring tries. Max 
scored two tries as did Charlie who also 
converted a conversion and Curvis scored one 
try also. The boys were extremely unlucky to 
narrowly lose the game after a terrific 
performance. St Ignatius was a great team and 
great opponents. All the lads played a great 
game. We would like to thank everyone who 
turned up to watch as well as Mr Brown and Mr 
Tucker for organising the day. Thank you also to 
Harlow Rugby Club for allowing us to use their 
venue. 
 

Report by Matthew, Year 10 

YEAR 8/9 
Last Saturday saw our second Saturday match and the 
last one for 2016.  The Year 8s and 9s played against 
St Ignatius but unfortunately we were defeated. The 
first half was difficult as they took advantage of their 
extra height and weight. The second half came and 
we did a lot better. A few people had been injured 
but that did not make a difference as we kept on 
playing really hard. We almost scored by making a 
strong run and William nearly getting a try. The man 
of the match goes to William for great tackling but 
the whole team did well. This game has been one of 
our best as a learning experience and great for the 
team. 2017 will be a new start and hopefully we can 
win all of our matches.  
 

Report by William, Year 9 

YEAR 6/7 
On Saturday the Year 6/7 team played a 
rugby match against St Ignatius. The match 
was played at a high pace and resulted in 
the overall score of 20-30 to our opponents. 
 

We had a great start - I scored a try closely 
followed by Darcy to put us into a 10-0 lead. 
However, after that the opposition clawed 
back to level scoring and it seemed quite 
evenly matched.  

At that point I received an injury to my knee that meant I was side-lined for 10-15 minutes. We did not 
have any substitutes and the extra man on their side took its toll. They scored four quick tries but we 
carried on and didn't give up with Darcy scoring twice. Late into the game we tired and unfortunately 
conceded two more tries. 
 

Report by Ross, Year 6 
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YEARS 7/8 GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 
The girls have been training hard in their Monday 
games and after school sessions with Shak and 
Poppy from Spurs.  
 
Last Monday the girls took part in a Tottenham 
Hotspur football tournament at John Warner 
School in Hoddesdon. The tournament involved  
schools who, like Saint Nicholas, have a coaching 
involvement with Spurs Ladies.  
 

We took two teams to the tournament with 
Keara and Annice as the team captains. Our B team worked really hard against some tough opposition and 
there was excellent defence by Keara and goals scored from Freya and Charlotte. Despite this, unfortunately 
the B team did not get through after the group stages, but they all played with determination and enjoyed 
the afternoon. 
 

The A team finished top of their group and secured a place in the semi-final, unfortunately just missing out 
in getting a spot in the final by losing 1-0 to John Warner. Well done to all the girls who took part, we look 
forward to continuing football after Christmas. 

 YEAR 1/2/3 FOOTBALL  
 
Pupils from Year 2, Year 3 and selected Year 1s represented the school playing 
football last week.  
 

The visiting school was Pemberley Academy, a new school in Harlow who only 
opened their doors in September 2015. Mr Neil Costa, Pemberley’s Headmaster, 
praised all the pupils in attendance and Saint Nicholas school for a wonderfully 
well organised afternoon of football and the school is looking forward to 
returning in the new year.  
 

Football games of 3, 5 and 7-a-side were played, allowing all pupils who have 
been attending the multi sports club (Thursdays at 3.30pm-4.30pm) to gain 
some competitive experience. Everyone played in different positions and stand 
out players were Billy, Gray and Patrick, along with Cooper and Zack holding 
everything together in midfield.  
 

Well done to everyone!  

After Christmas we will welcome back Pemberley for basketball, netball and another football session.  
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YEAR 7 NETBALL  
 
The Year 7 netball team played Mark Hall this week and came 
away triumphant, winning 10-2. 
 

The girls have become more confident in competitive matches 
as  the term has gone on, learning their main positions and not 
rushing during the game.  
 

Well done to Jemima who was voted player of the match.  
 

Year 3-7 girls netball training continues after Christmas on 
Tuesdays 4-5pm.  

 

YEAR 6/7 GIRLS FOOTBALL  
 
Last Wednesday the Year 6 and 7 girls worked hard 
in the freezing cold at a football tournament 
at Passmores Academy.  
 
The girls’ main areas of focus for this tournament 
was on marking loose players and pressurising the 
opposition, ensuring accurate throw ins and getting 
quicker shots on goal when in the attacking area.  
 
We started off well winning the first two games, 
with goals scored from Lily and Kiki. The third game 
put us against Passmores and unfortunately, we 
started to lose our shape. We struggled with 
defending in the last part of the game which led to 
four goals quickly scored against us.  
 

 
Full results are as follows: 
 
Saint Nicholas Vs Mark Hall (won 2-0) 
Saint Nicholas Vs Stewards (won 2-0) 
Saint Nicholas Vs Passmores (lost 4-0)  
 

Moving forwards from this, the girls will continue training on Mondays after school to keep developing 
their skills and game play.  


