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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016                 Friday  25th November 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
As we draw towards the festive period we look forward 
to a whole range of traditional events which make up 
Christmas at Saint Nicholas. Please see the calendar of 
events in this week's newsletter which, I hope, will help 
parents plan their diaries. Please see also the list of 
Parents Evenings for next term. 
 

In my assembly today we watched the short film ‘For the 
Birds’ which, apart from stimulating a great deal of 
laughter, also provoked some worthwhile discussion. We 
focused on how we should treat people who are 
different to us and also, how difficult it can be to resist 
the ‘crowd’.  The pupils, as always, were quick to identify 

the messages within the clip and responded with real enthusiasm to questions. Needless to say, there 
was a lot of sympathy for ‘the big bird’. The assembly continues our focus on anti-bullying and you can 
read more about what the pupils have been doing in the newsletter. 
 

Many congratulations to children who represented the school in sports events this week. Have a great 
weekend! 

 

CHILDREN IN NEED 
The pre-school children had lots of spotty fun on Friday, raising money for 
Children In Need. They all came to school dressed in spotty clothes and raised 
£49 for the charity. 

Mummies, daddies and grandparents also got in on the action in the afternoon, 
joining the children for cake decorating, face painting, jelly play and crafts! 
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ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 

Last week was Anti-Bullying Week. To continue and 
strengthen the embedded anti–bullying culture at 
Saint Nicholas, children took part in a number of 
activities in PSHEE lessons. The aim was to raise 
awareness about bullying and to ensure that young 
people reflect on the consequences of their actions.  
The pupils were also involved in a discussion about 
where to access help, should it be needed.   

In PSHEE, we considered the harmful effects 
of bullying as it was Anti-Bullying Week.  As a 
class, we talked about the different kinds of 
bullying e.g. verbal, physical and cyber 
bullying. We also talked about the effects that 
bullying could have on us. At the end of the 
lesson we got into small groups of three or 
four to create a role play. The role play 
intended to portray the message ‘Don’t be a 
part of bullying!’ to the class. In my opinion, 
all of the class role plays gave out a strong 
message.  It was very easy to understand 
what was going on, it was fantastic! 
 

Oliver, 7S 

This week in PSHEE we looked into bullying as it 
was Anti-Bullying Week. After talking about the 
different types of bullying, we discussed what 
effects bullying has on us and on the people 
around us. For the last 20 minutes of the lesson 
we all went into groups to do a role play scene on 
the subject of bullying. Some of the groups were 
about physical bullying, some about cyber and a 
few about verbal. One of the groups even 
touched on all three of them!  Through being 
involved in this activity, we now know what to do 
should we ever be bullied.  If you are being 
bullied you must report it to a member of staff or 
tell your parents. Also, if you don’t feel brave 
enough to do that, there is service called 

Childline. You can talk to them confidentially.   
Childline will help with ways to deal with bullying. 
If you are interested to find out more, go to 
https://childline.org.uk.  
 
Archie, 7S 

To tie in with Anti-Bullying Week,  last Friday 
Reception focused on the book of 'Supertato'.  
 
Supertato is a potato who saves the vegetables 
from an evil frozen pea! As part of our creative 
development we made our very own Supertatos 
to remind us to be super friends.  

https://childline.org.uk
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PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB 

With the nights drawing in, the photography club 
has been exploring new challenges. The first 
challenge after half term was to find the unusual in 
the usual. This meant that our photographers went 
looking for ordinary items and tried to photograph 
them in a way that makes them seem unusual and 
interesting. Archie's picture of the middle staircase 
illustrates this very well. Other photographers 
looked for unusual angles and both Jack and George 
in Year 7, made the most of the wonderful windows 
we have in the main building. Lara quickly worked 
out that angle, lighting and extreme close-ups make 
for very interesting photographs as seen in her 
pictures of the door latch and the coat hooks. 

Please look out for 
your copy of ‘Digital 
Parenting’ which will 
be sent home to 
parents of children 
in Year 5 and above. 
Whilst the internet 
brings amazing 
opportunities for 
young people to 

learn, create and socialise, it is our duty as adults 
to help them navigate this online world safely.  
 
Growing up has never been easy, but today the 

virtual world presents a whole set of new risks. 

Young people live in an always-on social, digital 

and connected world and it’s the only world 

they’ve ever known. We marvel at technology, yet 

to them it’s the norm. We all need to work 

together to educate children about staying safe 

online. The Digital Parenting magazine includes 

information about the latest news and digital 

trends as well as up to date knowhow on keeping 

the young people in your life safe online. Please do 

take time to read your copy. 

It has been brought to our attention that some of 
the horses which graze on Harlow Common are not 
always secure on their ropes and sometimes run across 
the road.  
 

There was an incident this week when a parent 
narrowly avoided a horse.  Harlow Council has been 
informed and we hope the matter will be swiftly 
rectified but please be extra cautious around that area. 

HORSES 

We have three pairs of adult glasses waiting to be 
reunited with their owners. 
 
One pair are Ray-Ban sunglasses in a brown case, 
the second pair are in a beige Jimmy Choo case and 
the last pair are tortoiseshell colour neck glasses 
that fasten with a magnet at the front. If you are 
the owner of any of these glasses, please enquire 
at the office.  

LOST & FOUND 

DIGITAL PARENTING 
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ICELAND REPORT BY JOSHUA, YR 10 
Before half term, twenty five pupils 
from Years 8, 9 and 10 went on a 
trip to Iceland. 
 

The first thing that strikes you 
about Iceland is your surroundings. 
As our plane descended through 
the clouds, it was as if we were 
arriving on an alien planet, with 
only a few signs of civilization. 
Upon arriving in Keflavik airport, 
we noticed the modern 
architecture and art that was 
scattered around the relatively 
small airport, however we hurried 
on to our coach, bound for the 
Blue Lagoon where we all took full 
advantage of the mineral rich 
water and pore clearing mud.  

 

The booming noise of millions upon millions of gallons of water falling created an awesome crash as it 
smashed against the lake below. We stood at the top of the waterfall, which created a breathtaking view 
for taking photos or simply absorbing our surroundings. We then hiked back up the cliffside to our coach 
and visited a geothermally heated greenhouse before moving on to visit the geysers. Even driving up to 
the site, you could see the boiling water creating a small stream to the side of the road. We waited 
intently in order to get the perfect video of them erupting!  
 

On day 3 we were faced with maybe the strongest winds I’ve ever experienced in my lifetime. The spray 
of the rain was horizontally hitting our coach and after what felt like ages, we finally arrived at a sheep 
farm. The man there explained his long and interesting career as well as giving us some insight on how 
he manages a farm, where he exports and much more.  
 

We then made our way to another hot spring, but this time it was a spring with a twist. They brought 
eggs out into the hot springs, boiling it in the scalding geothermal water. They were a welcome snack 
after braving the cold! 
 

We got onto the coach and visited a mall where we experienced a small earthquake which we were told 
are common in Iceland. That evening we went bowling and prepared ourselves for the 6am start the next 
morning for our journey home.  
 

I think I speak on behalf of all the pupils when I say that I’d like to thank the school and the teachers who 
came with us for allowing such an incredible opportunity, opening our eyes to a country that most of us 
would normally never visit and one we certainly would have missed out on had we not been allowed to 
go with the school.  

We then visited a dairy farm, where we were allowed some fresh ice cream, made at the site and barely 
a day old, before making our way to the phenomenal Golden Circle Waterfall of Gullfoss.  

On day 2 we traversed the 
exquisite countryside to Þingvellir 
National Park where we learnt 
about how the Vikings would 
regularly gather here.  
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PARENTS EVENING DATES 

 Year 9 full parents evening - 9th February 2017 
 Year 6 full parents evening - 7th March 2017 
 Year 7 full parents evening - 16th March 2017 
 Lower school parents evening - 22nd March 2017 
 Year 8 full parents evening - 23rd March 2017 
 Lower school parents evening - 21st June 2017 

 

YEAR 3 SCIENCE 

Year 3 thoroughly enjoyed their day at 
Science Alive, learning about yucky bodies 
and Greek mythology. A fun day was had by 
all.   

Year 3 also enjoyed using torches to 
investigate which materials reflect light most 
effectively. They needed to predict what they 
thought would be the best material and why. 
Seven different materials were tested and then 
put in order from the most reflective to the 
least. Great work Year 3! 



6 

There are lots of exciting events planned as we approach the festive season. Events are listed below and 
may also be seen on the school calendar.   
 
1st December - Pre-school trip to Tyndalls Garden Centre, 9.00am-12.00pm 
 

1st December – Year 1 and 2 Nativity dress rehearsal, afternoon 
 

2nd December - Local elderly Christmas party organised by Year 10 pupils  
 

5th December – Year 1 and 2 Nativity dress rehearsal, afternoon 
 

6th December – Lower school to Jack and the Beanstalk, Civic Theatre, Chelmsford  
 

6th December – Pre-school Christmas workshop, 2.00pm 
 

7th December – Year 1 and 2 Nativity, 2.00pm and 6.00pm 
 

8th December – Middle school to Aladdin, Price Edward Theatre, London 
 

9th December – Year 1 History Off the Page day, theatre 
 

9th December – Year 10 to Skills Fair, London 
 

9th December – Friends parent gift stall 
 

12th December – Pre-school Christmas party, 1.30pm 
 

13th December – Pre-school and Reception Nativity dress rehearsal 
 

14th December – Pre-school and Reception Nativity, 2.00pm, theatre 
 

14th December – Christmas Carol Service rehearsal, St Mary’s Church, afternoon 
 

14th December – Year 3-5 Christmas concert, 4.00pm, theatre 
 

15th December – Lower school film morning TBC 
 

15th December – Whole school Christmas lunch 
 

15th December – Lower school Christmas parties 
 

15th December – Christmas Carol Service, St Mary’s Church, 2.30-4.00pm 
 

16th December – Christmas Jumper Day to raise funds for Edie’s Butterfly Appeal.  
 

16th December - Term ends at 11.30am for pre-school, 11.45am for Rec-Year 2, midday for Years 3-5 and 
12.15pm for Years 6-11.  

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Year 11 pupils will sit their mock GCSE exams 
between 30th November and 14th December. Mr 
Wilson has emailed a timetable to parents. Please 
contact Mr Wilson if you have any queries or 
concerns. 

Please make us aware of any changes to phone 
numbers, email addresses and pupils' medical/
dietary information. Parents can view existing 
details on the parent portal.  
 
Parents should also check their spam folder to 
make sure school emails are not being misdirected 
there.  

YR 11 MOCK EXAMS UP TO DATE INFO 
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SPORTS REPORT 

 STOP THE PRESS!  

SKY SPORTS ACADEMY MENTORS VISIT, BY AMY - SPORTS CAPTAIN 
Last Friday fifteen of us had the fantastic opportunity of spending the day 
with three Olympians.  
 

The day started with an inspirational speech by Olympic mogul skier Ellie 
Koyander, who told us about her journey and how, no matter what is in your 
way, you should never give up because you can only come back stronger. 
 

We then met with Ellie and two other athletes -  Fran Williamson, a 
Paralympic silver medallist and World Record holder, and Mike Mullen, World 
Champion BMX rider. We started our first session with some team building 
games and activities, which helped us all build confidence within the team. 
In hindsight, we definitely needed this for what Ellie had ahead for us! 
 

After a short break Ellie talked us through the six keys to success: 
1. Mental toughness 
2. Hunger to achieve 
3. People skills 
4. Sport and life knowledge 
5. Breaking barriers 
6. Planning for success 
 

 
 

YEAR 6/7 NETBALL 

The Year 6/7 girls had a friendly netball 
fixture against Mark Hall this week.  
 

It was an evenly matched game, with our 
girls just edging ahead in the play down 
the court. However, Mark Hall managed 
to be strong on their shooting 
throughout and  eventually beat us 9-6. 
Player of the match was given to Lily and 
a special well done also goes to Daisy for 
her performance on the day.  
 

Megan, one of our GSCE PE Year 11 pupils, has been assisting with coaching, 
umpiring and scoring throughout the season. She was able to attend the 
fixture and practise her official scoring and umpiring during the match which 
was great experience for her in a competitive setting. Well done Megan! 

After this, it was time for some team challenges. Getting together in 
groups of four we had two mats between us and had to move from 
one side of the games hall to the other without touching the floor, 
collecting as many objects as we could. This involved team work and 
planning for success, which we all wanted. 
 

We all enjoyed this once in a lifetime opportunity, coming away with 
a lot of inspiration and will remember it for a long time to come. 
Thank you Sky Sports Academy!  

Kiki in Year 7 has been 
selected for the East 
Anglia National swimming 
finals as part  of the relay 
team. Congratulations 
Kiki!  
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INTER-HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY 
 
 

YEAR 8/9 GIRLS FOOTBALL  

 

The last five days has seen a great week of 
inter house cross country in some testing 
weather conditions. Results to follow. 

Well done to the Year 8/9 girls football team 
who had some great performances last week.  
 
Results are as follows:  
 
St. Nicks Vs Mark Hall (won 1-0) 
St. Nicks Vs Ongar (won 2-0) 
St. Nicks Vs Stewards (lost 2-0) 
 
Special mentions go to the goal scorers, Lara 
(Year 8) and Megan (Year 9).  

YEAR 8/9 RUGBY 

The Year 8 and 9 boys had a narrow loss 

against Enfield Grammar school on Monday.  
 
The team were leading for the majority of the 
game but a strong Enfield team made a 
number of strong substitutions, resulting in a 
two try victory.   
 
Stand out performances of the match were Joe 
and Harry - well done! 
 
The large numbers of boys training on a 
Monday after school has been very impressive. 
Keep up the commitment!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Best of luck to all sports teams competing in 
fixtures this week!  


