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SAINT NICHOLAS SCHOOL  

ANIMALS IN SCHOOL POLICY 

Note: This policy applies to all sections of the school including EYFS 

Reviewed January 2015 

Review Date January 2017 

1. INTRODUCTION 
At Saint Nicholas School we know the enthusiasm and engagement that animals can produce in children. Many 
school communities are enriched by this knowledge, introducing pets into schools in a number of imaginative 
and practical ways. Pet clubs, pet assemblies or pet days can help to nurture an understanding of life and the 
responsibilities of animal welfare in the individual child and the school as a whole. Pets can also provide a fun 
route into many curriculum areas. 

All animals fascinate children. Recent studies have shown that this interest can facilitate learning, have a positive 
effect on child development and be harnessed to improve human and animal welfare. Many diverse, sometimes 
surprising benefits have been recorded, both for mainstream children and for those with special needs. The 
therapeutic and educational benefits have been identified as follows: 

School pets have been found to: 

 motivate pupils to think and to learn, as children have a high level of natural interest, enthusiasm and 
enjoyment of animals 

 encourage a respect and reverence for life in pupils and thereby improve their relationships with other 
pupils, parents and teachers 

 foster a sense of responsibility in children 

 teach children to nurture and respect life 

 lead to the development of hobbies / careers in animal care 

 improve academic achievement 

Teachers have also found therapeutic benefits for children with special needs. For example: 

 a calming effect on pupils, particularly those with behavioural or learning difficulties; improving behaviour 
and concentration, reducing stress and improving self-esteem 

 encouraging expression and participation in more withdrawn children 

 animals can help when working with the most vulnerable children 

 educational improvements with low achievers 

Pets in schools also have social benefits for the school community: 

 enhance the learning environment, creating a sense of security and family warmth for the pupils 

 encourage the involvement of parents and the wider community in school activity 

 help to promote the school as an important nurturing influence in the community 

 reduce the incidence of truancy, vandalism and conflict through fostering a greater sense of community 

For these reasons we believe that animals can play an important role in enhancing the curriculum when 
introduced thoughtfully and in a carefully planned way which has been thoroughly risk assessed. The aim of this 
policy is to provide information to promote safety for members of staff and students when animals are brought 
into the classroom and to provide guidance about which animals pose a public health threat in a school setting. 

2. ANIMALS PROHIBITED FROM SCHOOL 
Many animals have no place within the school setting and should not be permitted into the school unless as part 
of a formal visit by an external company with the necessary risk assessments and insurance in place.  
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3. GUIDELINES FOR OTHER ANIMALS 
If a member of staff wishes to incorporate animals, not deemed to pose a threat to the pupils or teaching staff, 
within their lessons they must fill out a full risk assessment and then seek permission from the Head or Deputy 
Head of School who will determine whether the following animals are allowed or prohibited. 

If permission is granted the following steps must be taken to ensure the safety of anyone wishing to handle the 
animals. 

3.1 Handling Animals 

If animals are going to be handled, the most important issue is the maintenance of good hygiene.  

When handling animals: 

 do not consume food or drink,  

 cover any open cuts or abrasions on the exposed skin of hands and arms with waterproof adhesive 
dressings,  

 wash your hands with soap and water before and directly after handling animals  

 Keep animals away from the face.  

3.2 Physical injuries 

There is always the danger of bites and scratches, and teachers or support staff should check that any animals 
kept / brought in are docile, friendly and gentle in the presence of children.  

If a child is bitten or scratched and the skin is broken the following procedure should be followed: 

 Clean the wound out thoroughly using water and anti-bacterial soap. 

 Cover the wound with a wet towel. 

 Contact the parents and make them aware of the situation. 

 Record the incident in the accident book located in Hillingdon House. 

3.3 Animal Welfare 

In addition to the general guidance given above it is important that suitable arrangements are made in advance 
for the well being of animals for the short time they are to be on the premises. The following guidelines must be 
followed:  

 Animals must be housed properly whilst on the premises; any containers used to transport them must 
be appropriate and retain the animal securely. 

 Animals must be kept in scrupulously clean conditions. 

 Animals must have all their physical needs catered for. 

 Pupils must be taught to handle animals carefully so as not to harm or injure the animal.  

 The school must take appropriate steps to ensure animals do not come into contact with external pets or 
wild animals.  

 

   

 


