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See also the school’s Marking Policy 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Homework is set for all pupils.   The amount of homework will be dependent upon a pupil’s age and the subjects 
being studied.   Homework is given high priority because it develops self-discipline and the ability to study 
independently, which are attributes essential for further success.   Homework diaries are issued to juniors and 
student planners to all pupils in the senior department, to allow a two-way communication process between the 
home and the school. 

Pupils at Saint Nicholas are set homework on a regular basis and teachers are expected to encourage its 
completion to a high standard.  The main purposes of homework are as follows: 

 to encourage self-discipline and improve personal organisation 

 to create additional time for structured learning 

 to consolidate and complete work done or started in class 

 to foster independent study habits. 

1.1 Amount of homework 

Early Years 

Parents are expected to read with their children nightly. There may be occasional tasks set which are expected 

to be completed. 

Lower School 

The amount of homework set will vary from 20 minutes in Year 1 to approximately 35 minutes in Year 5 each 
evening and it will normally consist of reading aloud to parents, finding things out or learning tables or spellings, 
as well as developing and consolidating work done in class. 

Middle & Upper Schools 

Pupils in the Middle and Upper Schools are set homework according to a timetable which specifies up to four 
subjects per evening.  The amount of homework set per subject should range from approximately 20 minutes in 
Year 6, to around 35 minutes in Years 10 and 11.   

In Years 6 to 8 all homework tasks should be completed by the pupils on the evening they are set, and should be 
handed in the next morning. Longer deadlines can be set in the Upper School. 

1.2 Homework tasks 

Homework tasks will vary a great deal and may include any of the following: 

• learning notes, facts, vocabulary 

• writing notes or a piece of creative or descriptive writing 

• mathematical exercises or scientific problem solving 

• work on an on-going project 

• reading 

• research or collecting information 

• completion of classwork – this should be the exception not the rule. 

• revision for a test or examination 



 

Saint Nicholas School – Homework Policy - Page 2 

• online tasks or exercises 

A poorly completed or incomplete piece of homework may lead to a demerit.  

1.3 Request to be excused homework 

Any request to be excused homework, or any explanation as to why homework has not been done, should be 
covered by a note from the parent concerned.   

Teachers should be sympathetic to genuine reasons for not completing work especially when this is requested in 
advance of the homework day. This will encourage pupils to learn to manage their time and take responsibility for 
their work and time management. 

1.4 Setting homework tasks 

To avoid creating barriers to the successful completion of a set homework task, the following procedure is 
suggested when setting the homework, especially to the younger forms. 

• Work is set and explained by the teacher 

• Teachers must check that homework has been written down correctly in diary 

• It should be concise and clear, and achievable for all members of the group 

• It should be differentiated to the abilities of individuals or groups of pupils 

• A summary is written on the board. 

• The homework details should be entered on the school VLE 

• A summary is written into the homework diaries. 

By using this procedure teachers can concentrate on the assessment of whether a child can use the skills and 
techniques taught. The outcome can then be used for planning future instruction. 

1.5 Role of the form teacher 

The form teacher checks at the end of the day to see what homework have been set and tries to ensure that the 
children take the appropriate equipment, as well as checking on homework diaries of those identified with 
organisational difficulties. Form teachers should sign the homework diary/planner and check if there have 
been any messages from parents. 

1.6 Marking homework 

All homework should be marked and returned to the pupils as soon as possible and a record kept of any marks 
or grades awarded. Constructive feedback must indicate what the pupil has done well and what needs to be 
done to improve. Time must be given for the pupil to read and respond to comments on work when it is returned. 

1.7 Pupil planners 

All pupils are given a student planner in which all homework tasks should be recorded; subject teachers may 
need to check that this is being done adequately and in sufficient detail.  Parents and form teachers are asked to 
monitor student planners and sign them each week. 

1.8 VLE 

Teachers must enter details of the work set on the relevant VLE homework page. 

1.9 Role of the parent   

Parents should support the homework process by: 

• Ensuring homework diaries/student planners are checked and signed 

• Ensuring pupils have a quiet space away from distractions to complete homework 

• Supporting the homework process by checking the VLE to see homework tasks are being completed by 
students. 

• Signing a piece of work if a pupil has completed the set amount of time on an activity. 
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