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Saint Nicholas School could be regarded as a traditional school in the sense that high standards of 

work, appearance, manners and behaviour are expected of pupils. The curriculum, however, is 

both traditional and modern in its organisation. The school has responded positively and 

enthusiastically to recent national developments and academic courses throughout the school 

reflect current best practice.  

 

A child’s education at Saint Nicholas is seen as a continuous process in which he or she can progress 

from the age of 4 through to 16 without the setbacks which can occur when changing schools. This 

security and stability of education is a most attractive feature to many parents. The majority of 

pupils move on to sixth form studies after taking their GCSE examinations at Saint Nicholas, prior to 

achieving entry to university. The academic record at Saint Nicholas is excellent, reflected in the 

high pupil success rate in all competitive examinations, whether internal or external.  

 

Infant and Junior sections  

Children join Saint Nicholas in the September following their fourth birthday. From the outset the 

emphasis is on personal attention. Children work in small classes, taught by their form teacher, in 

these early years. The staff aim to build confidence, monitoring closely the individual progress of 

each child. The importance of establishing good discipline in these formative years is not 

underestimated. Pupils are encouraged to behave socially and to be polite and considerate to 

others.  

 

The infant section includes the Reception classes, Year 1 and Year 2, covering the age range from 4 

to 7 years. The balanced curriculum emphasises the acquisition of basic skills in reading, writing 

and mathematics. It is felt that the rest of the curriculum can only be developed successfully once 

mastery of these basic skills has been achieved. During the infant years, all children study the 

National Curriculum core subjects of English, Mathematics and Science. In addition, all pupils begin 

to study foundation courses in Geography, History, Art, Music, Drama, Design Technology, Religious 

Education and Physical Education. An early introduction to Information Technology ensures that 

pupils begin to use computers as part of their daily lives. During these infant years, most 

curriculum areas are taught by form teachers.  

 

An increasing proportion of specialist teaching takes place throughout Years 3 to 6 in the junior 

section, whereby children leave their form teacher to be taught in specialist rooms by specialist 

staff. These arrangements bring many benefits and advantages to children of this age who would 

not normally enjoy such specialist teaching. Subjects approached in this way include French, Art, 

Music, Drama, Design Technology, Information Technology and PE/Games, with Food Technology 

being introduced in Year 4. The form teacher retains primary responsibility for the teaching of all 

other core and foundation subjects.  

 

Throughout the infant and junior sections, pupils are introduced to a wide range of knowledge, 

concepts, skills and experiences which provide the necessary foundation for further study.  

 

Senior Section  

The senior curriculum is broadly based on the National Curriculum for England and Wales and a full 

range of subject opportunities is offered. All pupils from the age of eleven study English Language, 

English Literature and Mathematics; Science is taught as a combined subject covering Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics, normally leading to a double GCSE qualification in Year 11.  French is a 

compulsory subject throughout the senior section; both German and Latin are taken by Year 7 
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pupils, with a choice of one of these in Years 8 and 9. ICT is taught as a specific subject throughout 

the senior section, leading to a GCSE qualification, and its use is encouraged in other subjects. 

Geography, History, Art, Music, Drama, Food Technology, Design Technology and RE are compulsory 

subjects in Key Stage 3 (Years 7 to 9). All pupils in the senior section take PSHE and PE/Games.  

 

The majority of pupils take GCSE examinations in ten subjects. The core subjects are English 

Language, English Literature, Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology and French. At the 

beginning of Year 10, pupils choose three additional subjects from German, Latin, Geography, 

History, ICT, Art, Music, Drama, PE, Food Technology or Design Technology.  

 

All subjects are taught by specialist staff. The ultimate academic aim in the senior section is to 

provide pupils with qualifications in a range of GCSE subjects where quality and breadth are 

emphasised. Academic excellence is encouraged throughout the period from eleven to sixteen years 

and pupils leave Saint Nicholas equipped with all the skills, knowledge and experience necessary 

for higher education and adult life. 


